Paint Creek Trailways Commission
Meeting
Tuesday, November 15th, 2022 at 7:00 PM
Paint Creek Cider Mill, 4480 Orion Road, Rochester, MI 48306
MEETING AGENDA
Call to Order
Pledge of Allegiance
Approval of Agenda
Public Comment
Consent Agenda:
a.
Minutes: Regular Meeting, October 18th, 2022
b.
Treasurers Report – October 2022
c.
Resolution #2022-004 – 2023 Meeting Schedule
Approval of Invoices
Approval: 2022 Audit Contract
Discussion/Approval: 2023 Draft Budget
Update/Discussion: Upcoming Grant Opportunities for Bridge 31.7
Replacement Project
Update/Discussion: Southeast Rochester Property
Discussion: Memorial Trail Amenities & Potential Locations
Discussion/Approval: National Trails Day 2023
Manager’s Report
Commissioner Reports
Adjournment of Regular Meeting

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

Next Regular Meeting:
December 20th, 2022 – Paint Creek Cider Mill, 4480 Orion Road, Rochester, MI 48306
Enclosures:

Agenda Summary
October 18th, 2022 Regular Meeting Draft Minutes

Mission
The Paint Creek Trailways Commission provides trail users a natural, scenic, and educational recreation
experience while preserving the natural integrity of the Paint Creek Trail for the enjoyment of present and future
generations.
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October 2022 Treasurer’s Report
Resolution #2022-004 – 2023 Meeting Schedule
2022 Audit Contract with Ramie Phillips, Jr. PC CPA
Memo & Draft 2023 Paint Creek Trailways Commission Budget
Memo: Upcoming Grant Opportunities for Bridge 31.7 Replacement Project
Memo: Southeast Rochester Property
Memo: Memorial Trail Amenities & Potential Locations
Memo: National Trails Day 2023
November Manager’s Report
Paint Creek Trail October Inspection Report
Community Foundation of Greater Rochester October 2022 Fund Statement

Mission
The Paint Creek Trailways Commission provides trail users a natural, scenic, and educational recreation
experience while preserving the natural integrity of the Paint Creek Trail for the enjoyment of present and future
generations.
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Agenda Summary
November 15th, 2022
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Call to Order
Pledge of Allegiance
Approval of Agenda
Public Comment
Consent Agenda:
a.
Minutes: Regular Meeting, October 18th, 2022
b.
Treasurers Report – October 2022
c.
Resolution #2022-004 – 2023 Meeting Schedule

6.

Approval of Invoices

7.

Approval: 2022 Audit Contract
Summary: A copy of the audit services engagement letter from Ramie Phillips, Jr. PC CPA is
included in the meeting packet for your approval.
Desired Action: Approval
Budget Impact: Fees for the next three years would be 2022 - $4,000; 2023 - $4,100, and
2024 - $4,200

8.

Discussion/Approval: 2023 Draft Budget
Summary: A draft budget based on past budget history, current Commission projects and
future plans is included in your packet for your review. Several changes to the budget have
been made based on the discussion at the October meeting.
Desired Action: Discussion/Direction
Budget Impact: Unknown

9.

Update/Discussion: Upcoming Grant Opportunities for Bridge 31.7 Replacement Project
Summary: Trail Manager Ford will provide an update on the upcoming grant opportunities
for the Bridge 31.7 project.
Desired Action: Direction
Budget Impact: TBD

10.

Discussion: Southeast Rochester Property
Summary: Trail Manager Ford will provide an update at the meeting on her site visit with the
estate attorney and her discussions with the city of Rochester regarding an updated cost
estimate for the project.
Desired Action: Discussion
Budget Impact: TBD

11.

Discussion: Memorial Trail Amenities & Potential Locations
Summary: Administrative Assistant Grupido has identified potential locations and memorial
amenity options for consideration by the Commission.
Desired Action: Discussion/Direction
Budget Impact: TBD

12.

Discussion/Approval: National Trails Day 2023
Summary: Oakland Township Parks & Recreation would like to hold a joint Paint Creek
Junction ribbon cutting event with the Commission for National Trails Day on June 3, 2023.
Desired Action: Discussion/Approval
Budget Impact: TBD
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13.
14.
15.

Manager’s Report: Included in your packet.
Commissioner Reports
Adjournment of Regular Meeting
Next Regular Meeting:
December 20, 2022 – Paint Creek Cider Mill, 4480 Orion Road, Rochester, MI 48306
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REGULAR MEETING of the PAINT CREEK TRAILWAYS COMMISSION
Paint Creek Cider Mill
4480 Orion Road, Rochester, MI 48306
CALL TO ORDER: The Tuesday, October 18, 2022 Regular Meeting was called to order by
Chairperson Steele at 7:00 p.m.
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Voting Members Present: Brian Blust, Ken Elwert, Linda Gamage, Steve Sage, Donni Steele,
David Walker
Voting Alternates Present: Martha Olijnyk, Patrick Ross
Non-Voting Alternates Present: Russell George, Carol Morlan
Voting Members Absent: Robin Buxar, Aaron Whatley
Alternates Absent: David Becker, Julia Dalrymple, Dave Mabry, Ann Peterson
Village of Lake Orion Non-Voting Member Absent: Jason Peltier
Village of Lake Orion Non-Voting Alternate Absent: Jerry Narsh
Others Present: Melissa Ford, Trail Manager, Eryn Grupido, Administrative Assistant, Sandi
DiSipio, Recording Secretary
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: All rose and recited the Pledge.

D

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Chairperson Steele added a discussion on bridge
survey/inspection before the Manager’s Report.
MOTION by Olijnyk, seconded by Elwert, Moved, to approve the October 18, 2022 agenda as
amended.
Ayes: All
Nays: None
MOTION CARRIED.
PUBLIC COMMENT: Mr. Elwert introduced Russell George, the new Rochester Hills’ Citizen
Alternate who replaced Mr. Shepard - he was welcomed by the Commission. Mr. George said he
utilizes the trail, has been working for the City for nearly 18 years, and moved to Rochester Hills
about four years ago.

CONSENT AGENDA:
a. Minutes – September 20, 2022 Regular Meeting, approve and file
b. Treasurers Report – September 2022, receive and file
MOTION by Sage, seconded by Olijnyk, Moved, to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.
Roll Call Vote:
Ayes: Blust, Elwert, Gamage, Olijnyk, Ross, Sage, Steele, Walker
Nays: None
MOTION CARRIED.
APPROVAL OF INVOICES: Ms. Ford presented the list of invoices totaling $27,744.22. In
addition to the recorder’s fee, this amount includes credit card charges for GoToMeeting
September fees; deposit to our Community Foundation of Greater Rochester account of the

5

Paint Creek Trailways Commission
Meeting of October 18, 2022

LDBW donations, payment of our Worker’s Compensation insurance premium, reimbursement
to the City of Rochester for Bridge 31.7 Engineer Review fees, 3rd Qtr wages and FICA for 3 staff
positions and share of copier costs and paper shredder services as well as CPR training for the
Administrative Assistant, reimbursement to bike patroller for a bike rack to carry the AED
equipment, and payment to ASTI Environmental for the T&E Species Assessment for the bridge
replacement project. Estimated unrestricted fund balance is $93,000.
MOTION by Gamage, seconded by Elwert, Moved, that the invoices presented for payment are
approved as presented in the amount of $27,744.22 and orders be drawn for payment.
Roll Call Vote:
Ayes: Blust, Elwert, Gamage, Olijnyk, Ross, Sage, Steele, Walker
Nays: None
MOTION CARRIED.
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UPDATE: 2022 Audit Contract: A memo is included in the packet. Ms. Ford explained staff
sent the RFP to seven accounting firms, posted it online and on social media; three firms
responded saying they did not have the capacity this coming year to do the audit. Another firm
indicated that it would not be able to complete the audit at the price our current auditor charges.
The final three firms did not respond, including our current auditor. Ms. Ford reached out to the
three firms we did not hear from to see why they did not respond and if they would have the
ability to respond if we extended the deadline; she did not hear back from one, and is playing
phone tag with the second firm. Mr. Phillips, our current auditor indicated he didn’t respond
because he plans to merge his firm with another and that after 2023 he plans to retire. However,
he provided fees for a 3-year contract which was passed out to the members tonight should the
Commission like to contract with him; if so he would prepare an engagement letter for approval
at the next meeting. Mr. Phillips would do the audit for the coming year, and then the firm he’s
merging with would prepare the next two years honoring his rate. Mr. Phillips said he’s talked to
some of his clients and they’ve said in talking with other firms about future audits, their fees
would be double what they are currently paying Mr. Phillips. Ms. Ford said the one firm who
indicated they could not compete because they would not be close in price confirms this, as they
would be in the $7,000 to $8,000 range. Ms. Ford included this increased audit cost in the
budget, and will have to be amended to reflect the lower amount if we opt to contract with Mr.
Phillips. We would have a locked in cost for next year’s audit, and if the firm Mr. Phillips
merges with doesn’t honor the quoted price in the engagement letter, the Commission can put out
an RFP next year if we have to.
MOTION by Elwert, seconded by Blust, Moved, to approve contracting with Mr. Phillips for our
auditing services.
Roll Call Vote:
Ayes: Blust, Elwert, Gamage, Olijnyk, Ross, Sage, Steele, Walker
Nays: None
MOTION CARRIED.
DISCUSSION: 2023 Draft Budget: A memo is included in the packet summarizing the
changes in next year’s budget, as well as a projected budget for 2024. As far as revenues
changes, Ms. Ford indicated she’s recommending a 2% increase from each member community
for operations, that the request from each member community for patrol program to be increased
to reflect the increased rates in the new contract with the Sheriff’s Office, and expects
approximately $1,300 from MMRMA Asset Distribution. On the expense side, she is
recommending a 3% increase for the Administrative Assistant and Bike Patroller positions;
assuming the Personnel Committee recommends a 3% increase, and the Commission accepts, she
has increased the Manager’s salary. She has also increased the Mounted Patrol budget to reflect
the increased rates in the new contract, and added costs for document scanning based on the
estimate we received last year from the vendor for the project. Ms. Ford has also budgeted an
additional $1,500 for license preparation fees this year for our attorney to negotiate new
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agreements. She added Bridge 31.7 design engineering as a special project in 2023. The budget
may need to be amended if the Commission receives any grants for bridge construction in 2023.
Chairperson Steele said the Personnel Committee will meet and do a review for the Manager
position and make a recommendation to the Committee on the increase. This process has been
started, Mr. Becker has indicated he will help facilitate a meeting before we adopt the final
budget, and Ms. Ford was asked to put a 3% increase in the budget for her wages. Relative to the
bridge replacement project, Ms. Gamage asked what year are we expecting this to happen. Ms.
Ford said we have to get funding first; even with the Trust Fund grants, we wouldn’t know until
late next year – so it would probably be 2024 and after April because of the trout. Ms. Gamage
said this quite a workload for staff to manage, and suggested adding extra hours for the
Manager’s time in the 2024 budget for this. Mr. Elwert said under Insurance/Special Services we
need to change the cost of Auditing Services. He said website update costs need to be included in
the budget. Mr. Elwert noted on the Bridge 31.7 project we’re showing revenue of $51,000 and
expenses of $67,000, and asked if we are committing to pay the extra $16,000? Ms. Ford
clarified the reason it’s like that is because we got the $50,000 from the Community Foundation
and then Rochester got the $25,000 grant from the County, so once we pay out our $50,000 plus
the $1,051 from the Friends Group, the rest of the expenses will be paid by the City of Rochester
from their grant, and the County will reimburse them. Ms. Ford then stated a new office
computer is included under Office and Trail Equipment. Ms. Olijnyk asked about document
scanning. Ms. Ford said we were supposed to do that this year, but it wasn’t done because staff
needed the documents for the license agreement review – her hope is that once that is done next
year, scanning can be done. That number needs to be adjusted as well because it’s going to be
around $4,500. Ms. Olijnyk asked if insurance rates will be increased. Ms. Ford responded the
Worker’s Comp has been stable every year, and the insurance sometimes fluctuates so a $100
increase was included in the budget. It was suggested to put dollars toward website updates
rather than document scanning, using the savings from the auditing services. Ms. Ford will revise
the budget to reflect website updates for 2023 and move document scanning out another year.
The 40th Anniversary Celebration was brought up – Ms. Ford said there is a committee working
on this, but they haven’t met yet – she has a few ideas in mind, but nothing definitive; possibly a
PCT sponsored 5k, or an event with an auction. The revised draft 2023 budget will be on next
month’s agenda for approval.

D

DISCUSSION: Upcoming Grant Opportunities for Bridge 31.7 Replacement Project: A
memo is included in the packet. Ms. Ford updated the members on the Michigan Spark Grants –
the first round opens on October 24th and closes December 19th, and hopefully next Monday (after
a webinar) she will have a better idea of what they are looking for. Some of the other grants have
not yet released their guidelines, but she included in the memo what was listed last year. Ms.
Ford will focus on the Spark grant as well as the Fisheries Habitat grant. Presently, the Fisheries
Habitat grant hasn’t released any information yet, but she will reach out to them. Mr. Elwert
asked if bridges were listed for this grant. Ms. Ford pointed out they have one of our bridges on
their priority project list and talked to them last year about this bridge. They were interested in it
because the woody debris that accumulates as the piers are in the water is affecting the trout
habitat – it’s a concern for them. Ms. Ford feels that we would be fine for a conditional
commitment because the grant is designed to be a matching fund for the trust fund grant, so that’s
how she will apply for it but it’s not required at this point. If we were to get another grant, we
would be covered. As of this time, Ms. Ford doesn’t have a number for how much the bridge will
cost, so she needs this from the engineering firm before she can do anything. Mr. Elwert asked
where the match would come from as we don’t have that in our budget. Ms. Ford said for the last
bridge, that was financed through a $300,000 trust fund grant, the match was a $300,000 TAP
grant, Oakland Township put in $185,000, $20,000 came from the Commission, and the
remaining balance came from the Wilson Foundation. Mr. Elwert asked if staff is avoiding the
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Lake and Water Conservation Fund? Ms. Ford will check into this. Chairperson Steele asked if
it’s staff’s goal to apply for all the grants. Ms. Ford responded yes. Mr. Sage will reach out to
Mr. Banda at Rochester regarding the match, and asked that Ms. Ford also reach out to him. Ms.
Ford stated she should sit down with Rochester to see what they think about all the grants. Ms.
Steele thanked Ms. Ford for all her work.
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DISCUSSION: Southeast Rochester Property: As brought up at a previous meeting, Ms. Ford
explained the Trails and Greenways Alliance reached out to her about an attorney who had
spoken to the Alliance regarding an estate he was handling where the person had left some money
they wanted to go to a trail for a respite station. That donor was from the Rochester area, so they
thought about our trail as well as others options in the area. The Alliance wanted to know if we
had any projects or any thoughts on this possible donation. Ms. Ford talked with Chairperson
Steele and they suggested the Southeast Rochester property. Ms. Ford sent the project plans to
the Alliance, but didn’t hear anything for several months. Last week an email was received by
staff apologizing for the delay as there were issues communicating with the attorney. They were
interested in pursuing our project, and have $200,000 to spend for a project. The attorney wants
to get an updated cost as our plans are from 2019, and a list of any additional amenities we would
like at the site. He also wants to go with the Alliance and staff to visit the site to see where it is
and where amenities would be placed. That’s where it stands right now. Ms. Ford commented
her issue is not knowing the best way to get a new cost estimate; since it’s in Rochester, she asked
if their engineers would be willing to provide staff with a new cost estimate based on the plans we
have. Mr. Sage said this could be done. Mr. Elwert asked what is being considered. Ms. Ford
responded the observation deck, resurfacing the existing trail, treating and removing the invasive
phragmites at the site, creating an access trail to the river, interpretative signage about the
Kalamazoo Canal, new wayfinding and PCT signs, a crowd source river level gauge, benches,
picnic tables, the multi-user counter, the cost of project management and inspection of the
observation deck if needed, and the cost of a memorial sign if required. All these amenities are
not listed in the 2019 plans – those plans only included resurfacing the trail, adding the access
trail, and the observation deck. Ms. Ford said she can get the signage costs from the vendor who
completed our new signs, has the contact information for the person who did the invasive species
treatment on the trail last year and will reach out to them for a cost, and will get the cost of picnic
tables, benches, the counter, etc. on her own. The cost for the 2019 project was around $70,00080,000. Mr. Walker feels today’s cost for the same project would be around $100,000. Ms.
Steele commented it might be useless to treat the phragmites without fixing the path. Mr. Elwert
said we might not need to develop the path to typical trail standards as it doesn’t go anywhere – it
goes to the bridge that goes to dirt paths; we could consider something different. Ms. Ford said
the plans call for this path to be the same way as the trail. Mr. Elwert said we might be able to
save some money by doing something different. Ms. Gamage commented it might have to be a
certain width for grants in the future. Mr. Elwert said the width should be 6-8 feet wide, it
doesn’t have to be a 10 foot. Ms. Gamage said the crowd hydrology water gauge is not
expensive, as we get most of it donated and just install it. She mentioned USGS gauges, and that
we might be able to get an official USGS water gauge station as we don’t have anything like that
on the Clinton River. There is one in Auburn Hills and one in Sterling Heights, so this would be
a good location. Ms. Ford said she would look into this. Regarding the invasive species, Ms.
Gamage will get a contact for PAR Pharmaceuticals, the adjoining property owner, and Ms. Ford
will reach out to them to see if they are interested in joining the effort to treat the phragmites.
Ms. Ford indicated the plan of action is to get an updated cost for the project, submit those to the
attorney and schedule a site visit, and then it’s in their court. Anyone interested can attend the
site visit.
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DISCUSSION: Bridge Inspections: Chairperson Steele said Orion Township has an in-kind
donation from their engineering firm and was asked to take a look at the bridge reports to
categorize them and see what is next on the list to work on. Mr. Whatley put it together and sent
it to OHM – OHM said some of the dates are too old, and could not categorize them based on the
age of the reports. Basically, all the reports need to be within a few years of each other in order
to be categorized. So, Orion Township just had all their bridges done. Ms. Steele thought all the
communities needed to inspect their bridges every year and give a report to the Commission. Mr.
Elwert said inspecting is different than a structural inspection. Ms. Steele said we can’t do part 2
of our bridge categorization, until part 1 is done by each of the communities. She asked when the
other communities are considering their inspections. Ms. Ford explained Rochester only has the
one bridge that will be replaced. Ms. Grupido said Rochester Hills’ reports were done in 2017,
and Oakland Township in 2014. Ms. Ford commented the problem is that every community is on
their own cycle. Mr. Elwert said Rochester Hills will try to accomplish this when they can. Mr.
Blust can research this issue to see what’s been done in the past in Oakland Township.

ra
f

t

MANAGER’S REPORT: Ms. Ford summarized her written report included in the packet.
There was a medical issue on the trail in late July where a user was attacked by a bat near
Dinosaur Hill. Staff filed a claim with the insurance, and the decision was made to deny liability
for the incident. The person waiting for the map sign rejected our price of $250, and asked if we
would like to lower the price or do something at the anniversary celebration with them. Ms.
Gamage feels we should try to auction them. Ms. Ford said Mr. Becker was interested in
purchasing one. She also went through the minutes and there was no talk about giving one to Mr.
Peltier for all his work.
MOTION by Sage, seconded by Elwert, Moved, to approve giving a sign to Mr. Becker and Mr.
Peltier in recognition of their service and time towards events.

D

Discussion: Ms. Olijnyk commented this is a lot more value than what other Commissioners
receive as part of their recognition, even though there are different levels of recognition. She
appreciates what they have done, but we have to think about this in comparison to what we’ve
done for other people and contributors. Maybe we wait to see if we can auction the signs, and if
only three people purchase them, we have more to give away later – we’re trying to raise funds
with the signs. Ms. Gamage suggested the Recognition Committee review this in conjunction
with the 40th Anniversary celebration and recognition, and make a recommendation back to the
Commission. Mr. Sage retracted his motion, and Mr. Elwert agreed.

Relative to the beach encroachment in Oakland Township, Ms. Ford talked to EGLE. The
homeowner is on board to restore the shoreline to its original state and have a deadline to submit
their plan by December 4th, and have all restoration done by May 1, 2023 to avoid spawning
season. EGLE will send staff a copy of the restoration plan if the homeowner doesn’t. An E-bike
log was attached to the Manager’s Report. The due date for the Pure Michigan application is
January 15, 2023. Ms. Ford hopes to have the list of all potential locations for amenities on the
trail next month for discussion.

COMMISSIONER REPORTS: Mr. Elwert said Rochester Hills just completed their
community survey to update their Master Plan, and one question was how often do you visit the
various parks including the PCT. The formula estimates how many visits based on responses – it
looks like Rochester Hills’ residents visited the trail over 100,000 times. Mr. Sage reported the
Solaronics project will be on Rochester’s Planning Commission November 7th meeting – the
rumor going around is that the Commission has blessed the project. Mr. Sage clarified to the
Council that this is not true. Ms. Olijnyk reported graffiti behind the sign at the new bridge; Ms.
Ford is aware of this and will follow up. Ms. Olijnyk worked with Mr. Carrio relative to
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observing different uses of electronic devices on the trail and they came up with a form that will
be good – her son did go out for 2 hours, an hour each time on different days and locations to
survey users. He saw one electric scooter, and a lot of bikes, but it’s really hard to distinguish
what is an e-bike when they are going past and he’s sitting. A visitor in the audience commented
about e-bike drivers not being respectful. Ms. Steele reminded everyone to vote on November
8th, and said she will not be at our November meeting.
ADJOURNMENT OF REGULAR MEETING:
MOTION by Gamage, seconded by Elwert, Moved, to adjourn the Regular Meeting at 8:21 p.m.
Ayes: All
Nays: None
MOTION CARRIED.
NEXT REGULAR MEETING: November 15, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. – Paint Creek Cider Mill
Respectfully submitted,
___________________________________
DAVID BECKER, Secretary
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__________________________________
MELISSA FORD, Trail Manager
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Paint Creek Trailways Commission
Treasurer's Report - Flagstar Bank
October 2022

Balance:

Revenues:

Expenditures:

Balance:

1-Oct-22
Checking Balance
Outstanding Checks (3602,3610)

$
$

State of Michigan IBT Challenge Grant Reimbursement
License Agreement Fee - Upton Leasing as 'Man's Lumber and Millwork'
Temporary Permit Fee - MI Run Cheap Fall 2022
License Agreement Fee - Consumer's Energy and MI Gas Storage
Interest Income - October 2022 Interest Income
Total Revenues

$
$
$
$
$
$

190,207.38
480.00
189,727.38

$

225,875.49

$

198,131.27

$

189,727.38

31,093.90
4,000.00
30.00
937.55
86.66
36,148.11

3611 - Chase Card Services - Credit Card purchases
3612 - Community Foundation of Greater Rochester
3613 - AF Group
3614 - City of Rochester
3615 - Charter Township of Oakland Parks and Recreation Commission
3616 - Dan Butterworth
3618 - ASTI Environmental
3617 - Sandi DiSipio - Recorders Fee - September 18, 2022
Total Expenditures

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

14.00
2,853.00
814.00
805.00
12,979.01
39.21
10,000.00
240.00
27,744.22

31-Oct-22
Checking Balance
Outstanding Checks (3602,3610)

$
$

190,207.38
480.00

TRAILWAYS COMMISSION BALANCE

Signed By:

_____________________________
Trailways Commission Treasurer

________________________________
Trail Manager

Date:

_____________________________

________________________________
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Resolution #2022-004
2023 Paint Creek Trailways Commission Meeting Schedule
MOTION by _________, supported by _________, Resolved, that the
Paint Creek Trailways Commission establishes the 2023 Regular Meeting
Schedule as the third Tuesday of each month as follows:
January 17, 2023
Paint Creek Cider Mill
February 21, 2023
Paint Creek Cider Mill
March 21, 2023
Paint Creek Cider Mill
April 18, 2023
City of Rochester Municipal Offices
May 16, 2023
City of Rochester Municipal Offices
June 20, 2023
City of Rochester Municipal Offices

July 18, 2023
City of Rochester Municipal Offices
August 15, 2023
City of Rochester Municipal Offices
September 19, 2023
City of Rochester Municipal Offices
October 17, 2023
Paint Creek Cider Mill
November 21, 2023
Paint Creek Cider Mill
December 19, 2023
Paint Creek Cider Mill

Further Resolved, that the Paint Creek Trailways Commission Meetings will
begin at 7:00 PM, Michigan Time and will be held at the Paint Creek Cider Mill,
4480 Orion Road, Oakland Township, Michigan or the City of Rochester
Municipal Offices, 400 Sixth Street, Rochester, Michigan unless otherwise noted.
Ayes:
Nays:
MOTION
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MEMO
To:
From:
Subject:
Date:

Commissioners, Alternates, & Staff
Melissa Ford, Trail Manager
2023 Draft Budget – Paint Creek Trailways Commission
October 24, 2022

A draft budget based on past budget history, current Commission projects and future plans is
included in your packet for your review. I have also included a projected budget for 2024.
Here are the highlights:
Revenue:
• I am recommending that the current request from each member community for operations
is increased by 2%.
• I am recommending that the current request from each member community for the patrol
program is increased to reflect the increased rates in the new contract with the Oakland
County Sheriff’s Office.
• I expect at least $1,300 from our MMRMA Asset Distribution.
Expenses:
• For the Assistant Manager position, I am recommending a 3% increase.
• For the Bike Patroller position, I am recommending a 3% increase
• Assuming the Personnel Committee recommends a 3% increase and that the Commission
accepts, I have increased the Trail Manager salary budget.
• I’ve increased the Mounted Patrol budget to reflect the increased rates in the new contract
with the Oakland County Sheriff’s Office.
• I have increased the budgeted amount for the 40th anniversary celebration to $2,500 after
a review of the expenses for the 30th anniversary celebration.
• I have decreased the budgeted amount for the Annual Audit to reflect the quote the
Commission received from Ramie Phillips at the October meeting.
• I have moved the costs for document scanning to FY 2024 and added in the estimated cost for
the website redesign to FY 2023. To help offset the cost of this expenditure, I am
recommending the Commission transfer $2,339 from the fund balance to the operating
budget.
Legal Services Project Budget
I have budgeted an additional $1,500 for license preparation fees this year for the Trail attorney to
negotiate new licenses agreements and fees as appropriate with licensees.
18

Special Project Budgets
I have added Bridge 31.7 design engineering as a special project scheduled for 2023. The
budget may need to be amended if the Commission receives any grants for the bridge
construction in 2023.

19

2023 Draft Operations Budget
November 15, 2022

REVENUE

Member Unit Contribution for Commission and Office Operations and Staff
Rochester
18,727
Rochester Hills
18,727
Oakland Township
18,727
Orion Township
18,727
Member Unit Contribution for Patrol Program, based on community mileage
Rochester
1,533
Rochester Hills
3,284
Oakland Township
11,836
Orion Township
2,847
Interest
Adopt-a-Trail
Trailways Saleable Items
Miscellaneous/Donations
Transfer from Legal Services
Trail Brochure Sponsorship
National Trails Day Sponsorship
Labor Day Bridge Walk Donations
Labor Day Bridge Walk Sponsorship
40th Anniversary Celebration Sponsorship
Bench/Trail Amenity Donations
Temporary Permit Fees
Transfer from Fund Balance (Rent & Recognition Ceremony -2021/Website Redesign -2023)
Program/Project Grants
MMRMA Asset Distribution
Total Revenue
EXPENSES
Office
Telephone and Computer Network Services
Office Furnishings
Office Materials & Supplies
Office Operating Expenses
Rent
Postage
Office & Trail Equipment
Bench donations
Restroom Maintenance
Subtotal

20

2021
Final
$72,000

$14,680

2022
Approved
$73,440

2023
Draft
$74,909

Difference
from 2022
$1,469

2024
Projected
$76,782

$3,599

$19,883

$0
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0

$300
$0
$0
$200
$11,500
$3,000
$500
$0
$1,000
n/a
$2,500
$70
n/a
$0
$1,300
$117,035

$15,901

$19,500

$77
$50
$0
$185
$12,542
$0
$575
$974
$1,769
n/a
$0
$90
$1,750
$106,582
$1,321
$212,595

$300
$0
$0
$200
$11,500
$0
$500
$0
$1,000
n/a
$1,250
$70
n/a
$0
$1,300
$105,461

$300
$0
$0
$200
$11,500
$0
$500
$0
$1,000
$2,500
$2,500
$70
$2,339
$0
$1,300
$116,618

$0
$0
$11,157

$426
$0
$276
$688
$6,250
$71
$12,120
$856
$0
$20,687

$550
$400
$975
$1,750
$6,250
$500
$925
$1,250
$0
$12,600

$550
$250
$975
$1,250
$6,750
$225
$2,700
$2,500
$0
$15,200

$0
$150
$0
$500
-$500
$275
-$1,775
-$1,250
$0
-$2,600

$1,250
$0

$650
$500
$1,350
$1,500
$7,000
$500
$1,550
$2,500
$0
$15,550
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Staff Travel/Training/Development
Travel/Mileage
Education/Memberships
Per Diems
Subtotal
Insurance/Professional Services (other than legal)
Auditing Fee
Insurance (MMRMA)
Worker's Compensation Insurance
Recorders Fee
Subtotal
Publicity/Raising awareness/Educational Projects
Trailways Student Project
Brochures
Trail Promotional Items
Labor Day Bridge Walk
National Trails Day
Trail Etiquette Program
Recognition Ceremony
Subtotal
Administrative Personnel
Wages - Manager
Longevity Salary - Trail Manager
FICA/MESC - Manager
Wages - Part-time Administrative Assistant
Longevity Salary - Admin. Asst.
FICA/MESC - Admin. Asst.
Subtotal
Trail Projects
Signage Project
Trail Improvement Project - South Rochester
Property Acquisition Projects
Bridge 33.7/Resurfacing Ribbon
Moutrie Pollinator Garden Ribbon Cutting Ceremony
Fence & Railing Replacement
Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Foundation funds to OTPRC for Paint Creek Junction
Document Scanning
PCT Website Redesign
40th Anniversary Celebration
Subtotal
Patrol Program
Wages - PCTC Bike Patrol
FICA/MESC-Bike Patrol
Contracted Mounted Patrol Services
Commission Contribution to Bike Patrol Services
Bike Patrol Equipment & Misc
Subtotal
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2021
$0
$54
$4,620
$4,674

2022
$350
$250
$5,500
$6,100

2023
$150
$150
$5,500
$5,800

Difference
$200
$100
$0
$300

2024
$400
$350
$5,500
$6,250

$3,700
$4,120
$814
$2,820
$11,454

$3,800
$4,100
$900
$3,120
$11,920

$4,000
$4,200
$900
$3,120
$12,220

-$200
-$100
$0
$0
-$300

$0
$1,385
$0
$951
$590
$0
$539
$3,465

$500
$0
$1,100
$1,000
$500
$300
$25
$3,425

$200
$0
$500
$1,000
$500
$150
$200
$2,550

$300
$0
$600
$0
$0
$150

$33,763
n/a
$2,583
$10,076
n/a
$771
$47,193

$34,470
$1,000
$2,713
$10,541
$800
$868
$50,392

$35,504
$0
$2,716
$9,641
$0
$737
$48,598

-$1,034
$1,000
-$3
$900
800
$131
$1,794

$64,825
$0
$0
$505
$0
$20,320
$20,226
n/a
n/a
n/a
$105,876

$0
$0
$0
n/a
$0
n/a
$0
$3850
n/a
n/a
$3,850

$0
$0
$0
n/a
$0
n/a
n/a
$0
$10,000
$2,500
$12,500

$0
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0
-$3,850

$0
$0
$0
n/a
$0
n/a
n/a
$4,500
$0
$0
-$8,650 $4,500

$4,094
$313
$6,254
$0
$128
$10,789

$5,073
$388
$10,217
$0
$223
$15,901

$5,225
$400
$13,575
$0
$250
$19,450

-$152
-$12
-$3,358
$0
-$27
-$3,549

$4,100
$4,300
$1,000
$3,185
$12,585

$550
$3,000
$1,250
$1,000
$500
$450
$300
$875 $7,050
$36,214
$0
$2,757
$9,738
$0
$745
$49,454

$5,330
$408
$13,845
$0
$300
$19,883
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2021

2022

2023

$0
$0

$0

$0

$0
$0

$282
$8,175
$8,457

$1273
$0
$1273

$300
$0
$300

$212,595

$105,461

$116,618

$0

$0

$0

2021

2022

2023

$0
$14,000
$0
$1500
$0
$15,500

$0
$14,000
$0
$1,500
$0
$15,500

$0 $0
$0 $14,000
$0 $0

Total Revenue

$0
$12,869
$0
$1,500
$0
$14,369

Total Expenses

$0
$1,827
$12,542
$0
$0
$0
$14,369

$0
$2000
$11,500
$0
$1,500
$500
$15,500

$0
$2,000
$11,500
$0
$1,500
$500
$15,500

$0
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

2021

2022

2023

$1
$0
$25,832
$3,928
$29,761

$7,819
$0
n/a
$0
$7,819

$0
$0
$0
$0
$0

$0
$0
$0
$0
$0

$0
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0

$7,819
$0
n/a
$0
$0
$0

$0
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0

$0
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0

Printing/Logo Expenses
Trail Saleable Items
Subtotal
Miscellaneous/Contingency
Transfer to fund balance
Subtotal
Total Expenses
Revenue minus Expenses
Legal Services Project Budget
REVENUES
Member Unit Contribution
License Fees
License Fees Paid in Advance
Transfer From Fund Balance
New License Preparation Fees
EXPENSES
Legal Retainer
License Preparation Fees
Transfer to Operating Budget
Advance License Fees Carried Forward
Legal Services
Unallocated

Revenue Minus Expenses - Legal
Special Project Budget - Bridge 33.7 Renovation Project
Source of Funds

Paint Creek Trailways Commission Fund Balance
Member Unit Contributions
MNRTF Reimbursement
Ralph C. Wilson Foundation

Total Revenue
EXPENSES

Bridge 33.7 Renovation
Legal Services
Tree Removal
Design Engineering
Construction Engineering
Soundpost Audio Sign
22

Difference 2024
$0 $0
$0 $0
$973 $1,763
$0 $0
$973 $1,763
-$11,157 $117,035
$0 $0
Difference 2024

$0

$0 $0
$0 $14,000

$0
$0
$11,500
$0
$1,500
$1,000
$14,000
$0
2024
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$0
$0
$29,761
$29,761

n/a
n/a
n/a
$7,819

$0
$0
$0
$0

2021

2022

2023

Total Revenue

$0
$496
$0
n/a
n/a
$496

$0
$0
$0
n/a
n/a
$0

$0
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0

$0
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0

Total Expenses

$0
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0
$496
$496

$0
$0
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
$0
$0

$0
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0

$0
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0

2021

2022

2023

Total Revenue

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
$0

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
$0

$0
$0
$1051
$50000
$51,051

$0
$0
$0
$0
$0

Total Expenses

n/a
n/a
$0

n/a
n/a
$0

$51,700
$16,000
$67,700

$0
$0
$0

Recognition Plaques
MNRTF Reimbursement to OTPRC
Stairway at Bridge 33.7

Total Expenses
Special Project Budget - Pollinator Garden
Source of Funds
Paint Creek Trailways Commission Fund Balance
Friends of the Paint Creek Trail
Donation
Community Foundation of Greater Rochester
Weigand's Nursery

Expenses

Deposit
Temporary Sign
Split Rail Fence
Garden Construction
Reimbursement to PCT Friends for Weigand's
Informational Sign
Bike Rack

Special Project Budget - Bridge 31.7 Renovation Project
Source of Funds
Paint Creek Trailways Commission Fund Balance
Member Unit Contributions
Friends of the Paint Creek Trail
CommunityFoundation for Southeast Michigan

EXPENSES

Design Engineering
Ecological Services

2022 Unrestricted Fund Balance
2023 Unrestricted Additions
2023 Unrestricted Subtractions (Legal & Website Redesign)

$
$
$

Balance

$0
$0
$0
$0
2024

2024

93,432.00
$3,839
89,593.00

2023 Total Restricted Funds for future expenditures
Rochester Art Project - Maintenance fund
Art Project Brochure (Greenbaum)

$
$

23

720
100

6

2023 Draft Operations Budget
November 15, 2022
Moutrie Pollinator Garden Maintenance
Subtotal

$
$

2023 Unrestricted Fund Balance
2023 Restricted Fund Balance
2023 Total Fund Balance (as of 10/20/22)

841
1,661
$
$
$

24

89,593.00
1,661.00
91,254.00
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MEMO
To:
From:
Subject:
Date:

Commissioners, Alternates, & Staff
Melissa Ford, Trail Manager
Upcoming Grant Opportunities for Bridge 31.7 Replacement Project
November 9, 2022

There are six upcoming grant opportunities that the Commission could apply for funding from for the
Bridge 31.7 replacement project. I summarized the requirements of four of the grants at the October
meeting and will now provide updates on the application progress for each. The new grant
opportunities are the Transportation Alternatives Program and the Land and Water Conservation
Fund.
Michigan Department of Natural Resources – Michigan Spark Grants
Trail Manager Ford attended the webinars hosted by the DNR and by SEMCOG regarding this new
grant program. The grant application opened on October 24th but was not listed in Ms. Ford’s
MiGrants account as an opportunity available to the Trailways Commission. Ms. Ford reached out to
our DNR regional representative to see if the Commission was eligible to apply for the grant and was
told that by our rep that she was unsure and would need to find out if trail authorities were eligible to
apply. Ms. Ford received confirmation that the Commission could apply for the grant on November
2nd and the application is now available in the Commission’s MiGrants account.
A resolution from the Commission is required to apply for a Spark grant. Additionally, the
Commission is responsible for providing the public with an adequate opportunity to review and
comment on the proposed application. A dedicated public hearing is not required, but the application
must be an agenda item open to discussion by the general public in a public meeting.
Required language for the resolution includes the amount requested from the Spark program, the total
project cost, and if applicable, any additional funding sources and their amounts. If the total project
cost is over $1 million, the applicant must provide documentation of secured matching funding
sources.
Presently, AEW does not have a cost estimate ready for the project to include in the resolution and
have it approved at this month’s Commission meeting.
Additionally, the draft application is also not ready for the public to review. It is about halfway
finished but trail staff still need to acquire data on how the community was affected by COVID as well
as received feedback from disability groups. None of the financial details are ready at this time either.
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The grant application is due December 19th. The next Commission meeting is scheduled for December
20th. I propose holding a special meeting in early December to provide the public with enough
opportunity to view the Commission’s application and for the city of Rochester’s engineers to finalize
the cost estimate for the project.
Finally, I want to confirm that the Commission would like to apply for the entire cost of the project – up
to $1 million.
Michigan Department of Natural Resources – Fisheries Habitat Grant Program
The pre-proposal for this grant is due November 18th. Applicants are required to consult with
Fisheries Division Management Unit Staff. I spoke with Cleyo Harris, a fisheries biologist for the Lake
Erie Management Unit last week. Cleyo is familiar with the bridge project and provided the
Commission with letters of support for the project for the grants the Commission and the city of
Rochester received for the design engineering.
There are several questions in the pre-proposal related to how the project will benefit the ecosystem,
as well as how our project fits into larger conservation efforts for the target waterbody. As I was
unsure how to best answer these questions, I reached out to Eric Diesing, the Chief Watershed
Ecologist at the Clinton River Water Council who provided me with some great information and
resources to look at to help answer these questions.
The minimum grant request for this program is $25,000 and the maximum is the amount of funds
available for which the project is eligible in this grant cycle fiscal year (typically up to between $1.5
and $1.825 million). The grant program requires a minimum match of 10%. Presently, I have the
amount requested as $150,000 with a $15,000 match coming from the Commission’s fund balance. I
wanted to discuss if this is the amount the Commission wishes to request and if the Commission is
open to providing the 10% match. Per my discussions with Cleyo, if the Commission receives other
grants for the project, we are able to use that as the match instead.
Community Foundation for Southeast Michigan - Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Trails
Maintenance Fund
No new information at this time. Minimum grant request is $50,000 - $400,000 maximum. All Trails
Maintenance Grants require a minimum 1:1 funding match ($1 of Trails Maintenance Grant money
for every $1 from other sources). The dates for the 2023 application cycle have not been released yet
but this year’s applications were due on March 31, 2022.
Michigan Department of Natural Resources – Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund
No new information at this time. Development project minimum/maximum grant amount: $15,000
to $300,000. The MNRTF Program requires a minimum 25 percent match. Applications are due
April 1, 2023.
Michigan Department of Transportation - Transportation Alternatives Program
•

Supports projects such as bike paths, pedestrian and bicycle safety improvements, and
preservation of historic transportation facilities that enhance Michigan’s intermodal
transportation system and provide safe alternative transportation options.
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•
•

•
•

•
•
•

The program uses federal transportation funds designated by Congress for these types of
activities.
Eligible applicants include county road commissions, cities, villages, regional
transportation authorities, transit agencies, state and federal natural resource or public
land agencies, nonprofits responsible for the administration of local transport safety
programs, and tribal governments. MDOT may partner with a local agency to apply for
funding and implement the project. Other organizations, such as townships or trail groups,
may partner with an eligible agency to apply.
The MDOT TAP program prioritizes funding for projects that demonstrate a competitive
concept and a high likelihood of constructability.
Approximately $24.5 million is available annually. Of this, $17.6 million is available
through a competitive grant process administered by MDOT Office of Economic
Development. The other $6.9 million is available through competitive grant processes
administered by the metropolitan planning organization in urban areas with populations
greater than 200,000.
Minimum construction grant amount is $200,000. There are no maximum grant request
amount for Michigan TAP funds; however, it should be considered that the actual grant
commitment may be less than the requested amount.
A minimum cash match of 20 percent of the construction cost is required. A portion of the
match is expected from the applicant, not just other grant funding sources. Projects
awarded in the past have averaged a match of 35-45 percent of project construction cost.
Complete application are accepted year-round for any future fiscal year. The next
application deadline is February 22, 2023. Tentative funding decision date is July 19, 2023.
Michigan Department of Natural Resources – Land and Water Conservation
Fund

•

•
•

•
•
•
•

The Land and Water Conservation Fund is a federal program administered in Michigan by
the DNR on behalf of the National Park Service. In Michigan, the DNR uses funding from
the LWCF program to develop public outdoor recreation facilities and to provide matching
grants to local governments for the development of public outdoor recreation areas and
facilities. The program is intended to create and maintain a nationwide legacy of highquality recreation areas and facilities and to stimulate non-federal investments in the
protection and maintenance of recreation resources across the United States.
The focus of the program is on meeting the priorities of the 2018-2022 State
Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP), specifically trails, community
recreation, green technology, coordination and communication, and universal access.
A variety of development projects for public outdoor recreation facilities are eligible for
funding through the LWCF program. Examples include, but are not limited to, trailways,
picnic areas, beaches, campgrounds, boating access, fishing areas, winter sports areas,
playgrounds, ball fields, tennis courts, and skate parks. Facilities needed to support outdoor
recreation such as restrooms and storage buildings as well as facilities for the interpretation
of natural resources are also eligible. Renovation of existing facilities is eligible, if the
facility has reached its useful life and inadequate maintenance, poor design, or construction
was not the cause of the facilities’ poor or unsafe condition.
The minimum grant request amount is $30,000 and the maximum grant request amount is
$500,000.
The match percentage must be exactly 50 percent.
Applications due April 1, 2023
LWCF recommended projects are submitted to the DNR Director for recommendation in
December. In winter, the Director issues recommended applications. Applicant prepares
27

final application documents for inclusion in state application to the National Park Service.
In spring, Project Agreements Issued. Timeframe is dependent on final approval by the
National Park Service.
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MEMO
To:
From:
Subject:
Date:

Commissioners, Alternates, & Staff
Melissa Ford, Trail Manager
Southeast Rochester property
November 9, 2022

Trail Manager Ford is working with the city of Rochester’s engineers to get an updated cost estimate
for the project. AEW has indicated that they need additional information beyond the 2019 bid
documents to provide an accurate estimate. The engineers need to see survey records for the site,
proposed grades for the trail & observation deck, and any CAD drawings that were created for the
project. Unfortunately, we do not have those items in the office so Trail Manager Ford reached out to
Mannik Smith to see if they would send them. Mannik Smith will send the material by the end of this
week.
Trail staff have gathered together estimates for all the other amenities except the USGS River Level
Water Gage which we are still researching:

Southeast Rochester Property Cost Estimates
Item
Clearing
Excavate, Erath
Shared Use Path, Scarify, Grade
& Compact
Erosion Control, Silt Fence
Aggregate Base, 8 inch
Observation Deck
Shared Use Path, Aggregate
Shared Use Path, Grading
Slope Restoration, Modified
Construction Administration
Permits
Inspection
Invasive Species
Removal/Treatment
Audio Sign, Battery & Pole
Wayfinding Sign & Install
Kiosk Sign with Map & Install

Unit
Acre
Cyd

Quantity
0.12
47

Sta
Ft
Syd
LSUM
Ton
Ft
Syd
LSUM
LSUM
LSUM

1
400
167
1
32
250
250
1
1
1

Acre
LSUM
LSUM
LSUM

0.25
1
1
1
29

Unit Price

Total

$
$
$
$

$
$
$
$

1,525.00
5,500.00
3,350.00
4,150.00

1,525.00
5,500.00
3,350.00
4,150.00

USGS River Level Water Gage
Benches
Picnic Table
Bike Rack
Multi-user counter
Memorial Signage
Total

LSUM
LSUM
LSUM
LSUM
LSUM
LSUM

1
2
1
1
1
1

$ 908.20
$ 1,399.00
$ 458.00
$ 6,385.00
$ 2,500.00

$ 1,816.40
$ 1,399.00
$
458.00
$ 6,385.00
$ 2,500.00
$ 27,083.40

Trail Manager Ford and Commissioner Gamage met with Andrea LaFontaine, Executive Director of
the Michigan Trails and Greenways Alliance and the estate attorney for a site visit on November 8th.
The estate attorney approved the site and liked the idea of an observation deck in memory of Mr.
Kennedy, the individual whose estate he is handling. The next step is to send the attorney the cost
estimate for his review and approval. Additional details still need to be worked out on how the funds
will be distributed as the beneficiary is the Michigan Trails and Greenways Alliance and not the
Trailways Commission.
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MEMO
To:

Commissioners, Alternates & Staff

From:

Eryn Grupido, Administrative Assistant

Subject:

Potential Trail Amenities

Date:

November 7, 2022

Trail staff spent part of October walking the trail to determine the potential location sites of any
new amenities that could be added to the trail as future trail projects, Eagle Scout Projects, or
donations in memorial to a loved one.
A full report was created listing the potential amenity that could be added and why trail staff
think it would be a good location. The report includes pictures of potential locations and a map
to assist seeing the distance between each potential location. A full list of the potential amenities
was completed along with the cost of any previous amenities that were placed and the current
cost if available at this time.
A copy of the Potential Amenities Report including the map marking locations and the Potential
Amenities List and Purchase Quotes follow this memo.
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Paint Creek Trail Potential Amenity
Locations - 2022
Administrative assistant Eryn Grupido performed this potential amenity location report
in October 2022 following the trail section breakdowns listed in the Trail Inspections
Report Form. After walking different sections of the trail on four different occasions, she
has determined locations for numerous potential amenities to offer as donation items or
to budget and fundraise for in the future. Following this report is a list of each amenities
potential cost and design features – all rates are the current listed or quoted offer and
are subject to change depending on the time of purchase. Listed below are the potential
amenities and the amount of locations that could support them on the trail. Following
this report is a map marking the location of any potential site using the number beside
the listing below.
Potential memorial amenity items to consider include:
•

Bike Rack - 12

•

Dedication Planks – 7

•

Picnic Table - 10

•

Boot brush -

•

Little Free Library - 2

•

Water Fountains - 1

•

Bike Fix-it - 10

•

Horse tie up – 1

•

Memorial Pavers - 16

•

Flashing beacon - 1

•

Memorial Plaques - 3

•

Emergency phone – 2

•

Memorial Stones - 6

•

Electric vehicle charging station

•

Bench - 4

•

Counter

•

Restroom - 1

Rochester
1 - Southeast Rochester Parcel off Clinton River Trail
Potential donation amenities will be revisited here after determining whether the
current potential donor will be able to cover the cost of development. There is potential
for a picnic table and dedication planks along the observation deck.
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2 - 31.2 Rochester Municipal Park – near Retro Fitness
Potential summary list:
•

Memorial stone

Very little potential. This entrance to the trail is right off
Rochester Municipal Park, which has numerous amenities. There
is a pile of large rocks below the wayfinding sign, that could be
engraved or have a plaque attached to one of them or a new rock.
Photo to right.

3 - 31.3 Rochester Municipal Park - Maintenance Service Entrance
Potential summary list:
•

Memorial stones

•

Memorial pavers

Just past the maintenance service entrance is another entrance into Municipal Park off
the trail. This section has a free little library, bike rack, picnic table and a bench swing
already present. There is a large rock that could have a plaque placed on it and there is
room for pavers to be placed to the swing or rocks placed near the free little library.
Photos below.

4 - 31.6 Ludlow Crossing
No potential. This crossing is close to Municipal Park and has a memorial bench.
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5 - 31.7 Bridge
Potential summary list:
•

Memorial plaque

•

Dedication planks

•

Memorial pavers

•

Bike rack

There is an interest from one outside party to have a plaque placed on this bridge during
its redesign. Any bridge has potential in the design to have memorial planks, plaques, or
pavers added to it. The north side of the bridge does seem spacious enough to place a
bike rack for anyone entering into Dinosaur Hill through the access stairs. Photos below.

6 - Dinosaur Hill – Access Stairs
Potential summary list:
•

Bench

•

Memorial pavers

•

Memorial stone

Just past the north end of Bridge 31.7 are wooden steps leading down into Dinosaur
Hill. The steps have gravel inlaid to the wooden form that could be replaced with pavers.
There is an embankment along the creek at the bottom that, provided it isn’t part of
Dinosaur Hill or flooded for part of the year could support a bench and would make a
lovely scenic area. Photos below.
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7 - 31.8 Dinosaur Hill Trail Access East side
Potential summary list:
•

Bike rack

This is a small access point into Dinosaur hill that has a sign and a
bench placed. There could be a bike rack, provided one isn’t placed
by Bridge 31.7 already. Photo to right.

8 - Overlook/creek access with stairs – Approx 31.9 East side
Potential summary list:
•

Picnic table

•

Memorial stone

•

Bike rack

•

Memorial pavers

•

Bike fix-it

This area of the trail is spacious with a kiosk and bench present already, along with the
entrance sign for Dinosaur Hill. A bike fix-it near the kiosk or tree would be ideal here as
the nearest would be across Tienken rd. in .02 miles – a busy intersection to cross with a
broken bike – or across Ludlow st. a half mile into Municipal Park. There is space for a
picnic table next to the bench, although then another trashcan would be recommended.
The access stairs are similar to the previous ones with the potential for pavers. A short
walkway to some inlaid rock steps leads into the creek beneath the stairs; this could
have pavers placed along it to define it better. The downfall is the pavers could erode
into the creek. If more random rocks are desired there is plenty of space around the tree,
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this is where a bike rack would fit as well. Photos below.

Rochester Hills
9 - 32.1 Tienken Crossing
Potential summary list:
•

Bike rack

•

Memorial plaques

•

Picnic table

•

Emergency phone

•

Restroom

Already present in this location are a bench, bike rack (attached to the back of the bench
present), picnic table, Little Free Library, water fountain, and Bike Fix-it. There is
potential for another bike rack near the bike fix-it station and a second picnic table
beneath the tree. The table would possibly become a nuisance for the lawn maintenance.
The parking lot has many large rocks surrounding it that could be engraved or have
memorial plaques attached to them. The restroom at this crossing is one single porta
john – so there is potential to build a vaulted toilet or full restroom. This location is near
power lines and a busy street there could be potential to install an emergency phone on
the telephone post near the intersection of the road and trail. Photos below.
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10 - 32.3 Bridge - King’s Cove
Potential Summary List:
•

Picnic Table

•

Memorial Pavers

There is creek access here that has the potential for a picnic table to placed on a flat area
near the creek. This area seems to remain clear already and is off to the tree side of the
access so it will not be in the way of any one standing on the creek bank. The stairs of the
access have the potential to place memorial pavers within them. Photos below.
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11 - 33.1 Bridge
Potential Summary List:
•

Memorial pavers on access steps

There is not much space here for additional objects without
obstructing the trail. There is a creek access point that has
potential for pavers. It appears there was a structure in the
creek, maybe a deck, previously that could be replaced and
dedicated if desired. Photo to right.

12 - 33.3 Bridge and 33.3 Dutton Crossing
Potential Summary List:
•

Picnic Table

•

•

Bike Rack

Bike Fix-it

•

Memorial Pavers

This bridge is located nearby Dutton Rd. Crossing and has a lot of potential! The
surrounding area on the north side of the bridge is wide open and flat with a memorial
bench. There is plenty of space to include a picnic table, Bike Fix-it, and bike rack either
near the memorial bench or closer to the south side of Dutton Crossing. On the south
side of the bridge there is also a bench on an elevated cement wall overlooking the creek
and bridge with potential for memorial pavers placed around it as the cement is starting
to chip away. Additionally there is a fairly open wooded area surrounding the creek that
could support a picnic table near to the water. It is recommended to place another trash
can near any picnic tables or relocate the crossing trash closer to them. Photos below.
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Oakland Township
13 - 33.4 Bridge
No potential.

14 - 33.7 Bridge
Potential Summary List:
• Picnic table
• Bike fix-it
• Bike rack
• Memorial Plaque
Bridge 33.7 has a memorial bench present near the audio sign and trash. The Northside
of the bridge has a wide opening with potential for a picnic table on the west side and a
bike fix-it and bike rack on the eastside. Down the creek access steps there is a large rock
that could support a memorial plaque.
Just south of the bridge is an open, flat stretch of grass along the side of the trail that
could also support a picnic table if having one at the bridge is undesired. The site is
fairly scenic and forested. Photos below.

15 - 34 Bridge
Bridge 34 has two memorial benches present and little potential for any other objects.
There is a steep wooden staircase that could have memorial pavers/plaques/planks if

39

ever redesigned. Photos below.

16 - 34.3 Silver Bell Crossing
Potential Summary List:
•

Bike rack

•

Picnic table

•

Bike fix-it

•

Memorial pavers

The crossing at Silver Bell rd. has potential for a bike rack and bike fix-it near the map
sign or replacing the old sign posts. Memorial pavers can be placed at the bottom of the
creek access – these could help prevent gravel from drifting down towards the creek.
Additionally there appears to be an old trail access point just south of the crossing. If
this is not in use still it would provide a wide flat area for a picnic table with potential
shade. Photos below.
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17 - 34.4 North of Silver Bell Crossing
Potential Summary List:
•

Bike rack

•

Picnic table

The Paint Creek Heritage Area wet prairie is located just north of Silver Bell Crossing.
There is already a memorial bench and audio sign present here. There is space for a bike
rack or picnic table, if desired, near the audio sing or existing bench. While this is near
the crossing additional trash, or relocating the crossing trash, would be recommended if
a picnic table is placed. If a bike rack is placed at Silver Bell Crossing it would not be
recommended to place one here. The advantage of one would be having a designated
bike area for anyone stopping to admire the prairie from the bench, instead of leaving it
open for potential wear along the sides of the trail. Photos below.

18 - Creek Access – Approx 34.7 “T” Shaped decking
Potential Summary List:
•

Memorial planks

•

Memorial pavers

This creek access descends wooden steps to a “T” shaped deck overlooking the creek.
Either side of the “T” continues into a small trail alongside the creek allowing angler
access. Some of the planks on the deck are a bit loose and could be replaced with planks
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with dedications on them. The steps are wide and have a gravel ledge before the wooden
beams that form them. Pavers could replace the gravel, this would also prevent gravel
from sliding out and down toward the creek, although it is minimal. Photos below.

19 - Flagstar Bank Site – 34.8
Little potential. Flagstar Bank access trail has two picnic tables, a bench with bike rack
attached to it, a Little Free Library, water fountain, and trash. Rearranging the bench
would allow for better access to the bike rack behind it. There is enough space for a bike
fix-it, but there is already one located at the Cider Mill, approximately 0.1 mile away.

20 - 34.9 Paint Creek Cider Mill
Potential Summary List:
•

Memorial Pavers

Little potential. The Paint Creek Cider Mill has numerous seating options available
outside the café. A Little Free Library is located near the entrance to the seating area
and inside are restrooms and a water fountain. There is a large bike parking area and
bike fix-it station to the south side of the building. The pavement around the bike
parking is cracking and does have some potential for pavers if desired. This would most
likely need to be coordinated with Oakland Township.

21 - 34.9 Gallagher rd Crossing
No potential. Gallagher Rd. Crosses just behind the Paint Creek Cider Mill and has a
memorial bench already placed at its south entrance.
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22 - Prairie Restoration Art Project – Approx Mile
Marker 35
Potential Summary List:
•

Gazebo

A portion of the gazebo does need to be restored here. If the gazebo
itself were ever to be replaced that is a potential donation project.
Photo to right.

23 - Gunn rd Crossing – Approx 35.6
Potential Summary List:
•

Bike fix-it

•

Memorial pavers

The Gunn rd. Crossing has a stairwell leading up to Gunn rd. as well as a foot/equestrian
path. There is also a memorial bench located near the end of the foot/equestrian path.
This would be a good area for a bike fix-it station and there is space near the bench or at
the bottom of the stairs. The next closest bike fix-it is just over a half mile away at the
Paint Creek Cider Mill. After that the nearest is just under three miles away at the Paint
Creek Junction. In addition, pavers could be added to the stairwell as the steps are large
and flat.

24 - 36 Bridge
No potential.
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25 - ITC Transmission Lines – Overhead – Approx 36.4
Potential Summary List:
•

Memorial pavers

•

Counter

This is a flat and scenic stretch of trail. It would be able to support random pavers if
desired and, in the future, a great area for a counter! Visibility is 100% clear.

26 - 36.5 Mile Marker and Bench
Potential Summary List:
•

Bike fix-it

Just into the tree line from the ITC transmission lines there is a memorial bench. Near
here would be good for a bike fix-it if the commission would like to try and space them
out by the mile.

27 - 37 Mile Marker
No potential.

28 - 37.1 Adams rd Crossing
Potential Summary List:
•

Bike fix-it

•

Flashing beacon

•

Emergency phone

Adams rd. Crossing can be a dangerous area to cross
the trail and has no amenities on either side. There is
space for a bike fix-it station and need for a flashing
beacon. The nearness to powerlines may also make
this a good area to add in an emergency phone if ever
possible. Photo to right.

44

29 - 37.6 and 37.7 – Archery Range
Potential Summary List:
•

Bike rack

•

Bike fix-it

•

Memorial pavers

•

Water fountain

The area surrounding the archery range is wide and flat,
however the actual range is very close to the trail, even though it
does have a high fence. It is not recommended to place a picnic
table (the archery range has their own) but a bike rack might be
a good fit. A water fountain may be possible if partnered with
the range but there is one available at the Paint Creek Junction,
about a half mile away. A bike fix-it would also have space if
having one every half mile is desired. Memorial pavers could
cross the trail where the archery warning posts are. The
intention there is that riding over them would be enough of a
bump to draw more attention to crossing through the warning
posts. Photos to right.

30 - 38 Private driveway – 2500 Orion rd
No potential.

31 - 38.2 Paint Creek Junction
Potential Summary List:
•

Bike Rack

•

Horse tie up

•

Little Free Library

•

Picnic table

•

Memorial stones

The Paint Creek Junction has a lot of potential for more amenities added to what is
already a well-stocked entrance. Since this entrance is in collaboration with Oakland
Township Parks and Recreation as the owners of the land, all amenities would have to
be cleared with them before any planning can occur. There is a bike fix-it, water
fountain, and restrooms already present. A picnic table exists by the walk in entrance,
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but since this is such a large parking area a second one could be placed closer to the
parking lot, either on the equestrian end or by the restrooms. A bike rack would be well
placed by the restrooms for anyone coming off trail or preparing for their ride out. A
Little Free Library would make a great addition near the walking path as well. Down
near the head of the equestrian parking lot entrance there is an open space that would
be perfect for a horse tie up fence. This doesn’t need to fancy, just a partial fence that
would allow a safe area for any horses that have been saddled up, but aren’t quite ready
to head out, to remain tied to so nothing from the road or parking area can spook them.
Memorial pavers aren’t recommended since this pavement is all new but large rocks
with engravements or plaques placed on them would blend well with the landscape and
could line the walkway up to the parking lot. Photos below.

32 - 38.3 “Cattle Crossing” Bridge
No potential. This bridge is so close to the Paint Creek Junction that amenities are not
recommended. If it is ever replaced the design could consider adding memorial features
to it.

33 - 38.4 Bridge
No potential. This bridge is fairly close to the Clarkston/Kern crossing which has plenty
of amenities. There is also a memorial bench placed nearby.
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Orion Township
34 - 38.5 Clarkston/Kern Crossing
Potential Summary List:
•

Bike rack

•

Memorial pavers

•

Bike fix-it

•

Little Free Library

Clarkston/Kern crossing is a busy access point for the trail, making it a good area to add
amenities onto. There are already vaulted toilets present, with the potential to add a
bike rack near to them. There is no space for a picnic table without removing a parking
space, which isn’t entirely desirable. There is space for a Little Free Library next to the
kiosk. There is also potential to place memorial pavers leading from the parking lots on
either side to the trail and restroom. This would help guide users onto trail while
preventing further erosion of the greenspace between the trail and parking lot. A bike
fix-it station would not be desirable here because there is one just at the Polly Ann
Connector, slightly north of this location. The only benefit of placing one is for any trail
users heading south having immediate access before their ride, otherwise it is a mile to
the Paint Creek Junction. Just north of this trail head is a creek access stair well with
gravel inlaid to the steps that could be replaced with pavers and wide opening at the
bottom that would support a bench or picnic table. Photos below.

47

35 - Van Tassel Pedestrian Bridge and Polly Ann Connector
Path
Potential Summary List:
•

Bike rack

•

Picnic table

•

Memorial pavers

•

Dedication
planks

The Polly Ann Connector has some potential, depending on what is
added at Clarkston/Kern rd. Crossing. There is already a bike fix-it
station here, but there is no bike rack. Space for a rack may be limited,
but there is space for a picnic table under the wayfinding sign that is
quite flat and shaded. Memorial pavers could be placed around the
potential table or the existing wayfinding sign. This could get in the
way of people coming near to the sign but all the information is quite
high up so users don’t need to stand directly next to it to read it. A trash
would also be recommended if a picnic station is placed here. In the
future, planks replaced on the Van Tassel Pedestrian Bridge could be
engraved with dedications; this may need agreement from Orion
Township. Photos to right.

36 - 38.6 Bridge
No potential. This bridge is quite close to the Polly Ann Connector Path, which has
plenty of amenities.

37 - Foley Pond – approx. 39.1
Potential summary list:
•

Bench

•

Memorial stones

•

Bike rack

•

Dedication planks

•

Bike fix-it

Foley Pond has a lot of potential! There could be another memorial bench placed here
along with a bike rack and a bike fix-it. The bench can be placed on the deck alongside
the existing one; there is an observation opening in the railing already that it would fit
perfectly at. The bike rack and bike fixit can be placed at either end of the fence. Having
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a bike fix-it would give cyclists a place one mile north of the last one and a half mile
south of the next one. Planks can be placed into the deck and rocks could line the fence
– there is a dedication stone to the pond that is actually about to fall into it and hidden
by the trashcan at this time. Photos below.

38 - 39.4 Goldengate Bridge
Potential summary list:
•

Dedication planks

•

Memorial pavers

•

Benches

With every bridge comes the opportunity to do something new when it has to be
replaced or redesigned. Goldengate does have wooden railings that could be replaced
with memorial planks. There is also a wooden stairwell with benches leading down to
the private street below that could support memorial planks or pavers. Photos below.
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39 - Newton st – Approx 39.7
No potential. This is a residential entrance close to amenities in Lake Orion.

Lake Orion
40 - Converse Court – Approx 39.8
No potential. This is a more residential stretch close to Lake Orion that already has a
memorial bench present.

41 - Atwater Section – Approx 39.9
No potential. Again this stretch is so close to Lake Orion, there just isn’t a need.

42 - Trail Extension to Children’s Park
No potential. As the trail extends into Lake Orion it has numerous amenities throughout
Children’s Park and into downtown.
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Potential Amenity Specs
Water fountain

Fountain donated by the Friends previously purchased from Kully Supply for $5373.68 in 2014;
Currently, listed as $8061.75. Elkay LK4420BF1UDBFR Outdoor Bottle Filler Ftn, Dog Bowl, FR |
KullySupply.com

Haws 3177FR Stone Aggregate Freeze-Resistant Outdoor Drinking Fountain | KullySupply.com currently
listed for $3662.10; Freeze resistant and ADA compliant.

MDF Most Dependable Fountains bidded on Flagstar fountain with 3700-SM; may have been the
supplier for that. 3700 SM - Most Dependable Fountains Two options in aggregate with ADA compliancy.
Received a quote for Model 3800-SM on October 20th,2022 for $4,495.00, not including installation.

Figure 1- 3800-SM

Figure 2: 3700-SM
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Bike racks
The Moutrie memorial bike rack was purchased from The Park Catalog for $395.75; to purchase the
same rack customized would be $464.23, quoted on October 21, 2022. The quote is valid for 2-weeks
only, but they can keep our specifications on file for a quick quote at time of purchase. They also have a
5-Bike Grid Rack - The Park Catalog listed at $283.00, placing a dedication on it would be more difficult.

We can adjust the laser cut to whatever we want, potential designs below:

Paint Creek Trail

Paint Creek Trail

American Recycled Plastics, our bench supplier, also has options:
Bicycle Racks: Americana Loop Bike Racks | American Recycled Plastic: Quality Outdoor Furniture & Site
Amenities (itsrecycled.com) A single loop rack with in ground mount is listed as $304.00, however they
do not have the ability to customize the loop. They have recommended the deluxe model, listed at
$919.00 with a 15 year warranty, color can be hanged to match tables and benches. They have had
plaques attached to the top of the delux model or even a board placed lengthwise across the top.

More than double the cost but in a fun shape is the Beach Cruiser model from Dero, quoted at $1984.97
before tax, freight, and shipping.
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Picnic Tables
We use American Recycled Plastics for our memorial bench program and they do sell picnic tables.
Standard ADA is listed at $1429.00 and eight feet long. The Classic Hexagon ADA is listed at $1249.00
and nearly seven feet wide (benches included). They can engrave a plaque to be attached to either
table, they have recommended it is best to attach them to a cross brace on the table frame versus the
top to keep them from becoming filled with dirt/debris.
Picnic Tables: Standard ADA | American Recycled Plastic: Quality Outdoor Furniture & Site Amenities
(itsrecycled.com)
Picnic Tables: Hexagon ADA | American Recycled Plastic: Quality Outdoor Furniture & Site Amenities
(itsrecycled.com)

Little Free Library
Little Free Libraries can be purchased or built. This could be a good project for an eagle
scout or high school student looking for volunteer hours. Cost would depend on the price of
supplies wherever they are purchased. Blueprints for building the box are provided for free
on the Build a Little Free Library - Little Free Library website. Purchasing a pre-built library
ranges from $179.95-$419.95. Custom engraved library plaques are an additional $79.95.
Bike Fix-it
The bike fit-it station featured below, Air-Kit Prime, is located at the Polly
Ann Connector and was purchased in August 2021 for $1809.35 from Dero.
The most current quote from Dero is $1788.00 before a 10% surcharge fee,
freight, and tax. The same Fix-it station is available from The Park Catalog
and listed as $2016.00 before shipping and tax.
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Memorial Pavers and Stones
Engraving
1. Lincoln Granite in Clinton Township, (586) 463-9551
lincolngranitemi@gmail.com. We must supply pavers/rocks to be engraved. They will be
colorfilled with black ink. Pricing subject to change in 2023. Rocks and boulders depend on
size of stone and can be done on site, pavers are as follows:
4X8 Paver = $30 for 3 lines with 14 spaces each
8X8 Paver = $45 for 6 lines with 14 spaces each
8X12 Paver = $57 for 6 lines with 22 spaces each
2. Clinton Grove Granite in Clinton Township, contact Jacob or David at
clintongrovegranite@yahoo.com, 586-463-6992. Similar with rocks and boulders, they do
have some rocks on site to choose from. If we provide bricks it’s around $25 for engraving
and can have around 3 lines of print. They have a stock of pavers that range from $50-75 a
paver depending on whether its clay or granite. Granite was recommended as it lasts
longer. We could provide our own pallet of pavers that they would be willing to store free
so that they are available as needed. Proof provided before service, in shop engraving takes
4 weeks, on site engravings take a year.
Brick/stone Suppliers
1. Phoenix Stone Company, Mt. Clemens, 586-465-6255 Large variety of stones and pavers
available, must be purchased in bulk.
2. Beldon Brick Sales, Fraser, 586-294-5400 Large variety of stones and pavers available,
must be purchased in bulk
Polarengraving.com for bricks and engraving
Memorial Plaques
These could be done through American Recycled Plastics and placed by maintenance staff.
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Dedication Planks
American Recycled Plastics can engrave dedication boards but the minimum to buy is 12 at
a time, currently valued at $92 each, plus $164 for freight would be $1268.00 for 12 boards
or $105.67 each. They are willing to store them at no cost for us until they are engraved.
Engraving costs $4.75/character standard or $189/board for colorfilled. Estimated shipping
after engraving is $55.00. So potentially $269.92 (using the standard photo to count
characters; depends on true character count) up to $349.67 (colorfilled).

Flashing Beacon
Open for discussion. This may have been on the agenda previously as collaboration with
Road Commission.
Electrical Car Charging Station
Open for discussion. If desired research on available models and quotes to come.
Restroom
This would require engineering and public works to look over potential and provide cost
estimates.
Counter
Open to discussion of how many and what style of eco-counter. Varies based on desired
counter.
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Boot Brushes
Naisma has a program to request boot brush stations. Single brushes like the one featured
below can be purchased for $199.99 and are easily mounted to existing 4X4 poles.

Horse tie up
If this is desired I will continue searching for a quote on lumber supplies. Metal posts do
exist but may not have the natural image we would like to maintain.
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Emergency phone
This model exists on Amazon, it should tie into an existing system and directly connect to
911 when mounted on a telephone post.

Rath Security does provide emergency blue lights for trails. Quoted at $3919.00 for a
dusk2dawn tower (photo on left below) – this model has a rechargeable battery that it
will draw power from before the existing system, it can tie into an existing landline or
have cellular. The Ecobox (right) would be mounted to a telephone pole and is $1620.00
including the mounting bracket. This model can be tied into the power system or have a
solar panel for additional cost Installation not included on either. Cellular plans are
around $10-$30 a month through their partner program.
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MEMO
To:
From:
Subject:
Date:

Commissioners, Alternates, & Staff
Melissa Ford, Trail Manager
National Trails Day 2023
November 9, 2022

Last week, Oakland Township Parks and Recreation Director Mindy Milos-Dale reached out to Trail
Manager Ford to see if the Commission would be interested in having the Paint Creek Junction ribbon
cutting ceremony as our National Trails Day event for 2023. Ms. Ford consulted with Chairperson
Steele and Vice Chair Olijnyk about the idea and both felt it would be a good event for NTD next year.
Ms. Ford then forwarded an email from Ms. Milos-Dale about the event to all Commissioners along
with a draft of the article advertising the event that would be included OTPRC’s Winter/Spring edition
of their newsletter. Ms. Ford did not receive any negative feedback from Commissioners about jointly
hosting this event for the 2023 NTD celebration.
Next year, National Trails Day will be held on Saturday, June 3, 2023. The Trailways Commission and
OTPRC will jointly host the ribbon cutting event which will celebrate the opening of the park and
trailhead in conjunction with the 40th anniversary of the Trail.
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MEMO
To:

Commissioners, Alternates and Staff

From:

Melissa Ford, Trail Manager

Subject:

November Manager’s Report

Date:

November 8, 2022

Advisory Committee Reports
There are no advisory committee reports.
Complaints/Vandalism
A log of complaints from trail users about e-bikes follows this memo. The wind storm the weekend of
November 5-6 caused several trees to fall on the trail. The trees have been cleared but one of them
damaged the railing of Bridge 33.1 in Rochester Hills. In the process of assessing the damage, RH
Parks staff discovered that the tree also had been gnawed by beavers. Several other trees in the
vicinity of the bridge also show signs of beaver damage. The RH naturalist plans to take a look at the
trees to see if they are an immediate hazard. The trees have been fenced off in hopes of deterring the
beavers from further damaging the trees or felling them.
Medical Emergencies/Police/Fire Calls on the Trail
I am unaware of any Medical Emergencies/Police/or Fire calls on the Trail.
Finances
• All Member Community invoices for 2022 Operations and Patrol have been received.
• January and July license fee invoices to various utilities have been sent out with a letter
apologizing for the delay and letting the licensees know that the Commission plans to review
the agreements and fees in 2023. Four invoices have been paid so far.
Follow Up
•

•
•

Bridge 31.7 Design Engineering: AEW is confirming the span based on the proposed
waterway opening as part of its hydraulic analysis. Soil borings have been drilled, and AEW is
awaiting geotech report assessing the soil conditions and foundation recommendations.
Foundation alternatives are being evaluated and will be confirmed based on scour depth
analysis and bearing pressures provided in geotech report. Specifications for the prefabricated
truss bridge structure are being developed following the 33.7 bridge replacement project
criteria and our discussions.
E-bikes: Please see the log that follows this report for complaints trail staff have received
regarding e-bikes in 2022.
Review and Ranking of Bridge Inspections: Oakland Township confirmed that their last
bridge inspections were conducted in 2014. They are on a 10-year inspection cycle, so the next
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•

•

inspections won’t be completed until 2024. Oakland Township Parks Director Mindy MilosDale is open to the idea of the member communities agreeing on a scope and timing for all trail
bridge inspections. Orion Township completed their inspections this October and the reports
will be available sometime this month. Orion Township’s last bridge inspections were in 2019
so it appears that they are on a 3-year inspection cycle. Commissioner Elwert is looking into
when Rochester Hills will next inspect their bridges and should have an update at the meeting.
Rochester Hills’ bridges were last inspected in 2017.
Trout Unlimited Sign at Silverbell: The Paint Creek Stream Improvement Sign at the
Silverbell Trailhead was recently restored by the Clinton Valley chapter of Trout Unlimited. It
will be installed on November 12th.

Solaronics: The developers presented their site plan for the proposed condominiums at the
Solaronics site at the city of Rochester’s November 7th Planning Commission meeting. In
addition to the site plan, they proposed improvements to the Trailways crossing, acknowledged
that they would release the license agreement with the PCT, provided a traffic study indicating
that the impact to the area would be insignificant and requested to change Zoning on the
property to multi-family. (Rochester’s Master Plan does not recommend that zoning on the
property). Rochester Commissioners indicated their concerns with the size of the development
(and it’s fit with the neighborhood), weren't impressed with the Trailways crossing
improvements, and were skeptical of the traffic study. No Public Hearing was set for a future
PC meeting and the only commitment given was for them to come back with more details. The
owner of the property indicated he may have to reopen manufacturing operations at the site if
the condo development wasn't approved. Residents commented that they never felt any traffic
impact when the business was operating and didn't see that as an impact to the neighborhood.

Future Agenda Items
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

Trail safety and maintenance standards
Oakland Township Historical Society Railroad Signal Booth
Recognition of Eagle Scouts for projects on the Trail
Creating digital archive of PCTC records
Review of Encroachment Policy

Promotion of the Trail
•
•
•
•
•

Our Facebook page has 9,274 followers, an increase of 111 since last month.
Our Twitter account has 825 followers, a decrease of 8 since last month.
Our Instagram Account has 1,848 followers, an increase of 17 since last month.
Our E-Newsletter has 399 subscribers.
I’ve posted information and photos on social media.
Paint Creek Trail Website Analytics
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In the last month, we had 1,288 visitors, with 5,991 page views. The top 10 visited pages:
Top Pages
Home Page
Trail Maps
Parking
Mileage
Maps
FAQs
Location
On the Trail
Commission
Trail History

Last 30 days
2,181
1,234
258
202
173
170
148
128
94
89

In October, we had 1,347 visitors, with 6,363 page views. The top 10 visited pages:
Top Pages
Home Page
Trail Maps
Location
Parking
Mileage
FAQs
On the Trail
Maps
Agendas, Minutes, Packets
Polices/Docs

October
2,274
1,514
250
225
224
185
130
122
106
94
2022 Temporary Permit Approvals

Charter Township Orion/Orion Veterans Memorial Day Run/Walk, May 30, 2022
Frank Race Management Run Michigan Cheap, June 12, 2022
The New Foster Care 5k, October 1, 2022
Frank Race Management Run Michigan Cheap, November 19, 2022

Commission Ad-Hoc Committee Assignments
Recognition Ad Hoc committee
Personnel Ad Hoc committee
Orion Art Project Ad Hoc committee
SE Rochester Property Ad Hoc committee
Labor Day Bridge Walk (Sept 6) Ad Hoc committee

Gamage, Mabry, Sage, Steele
Becker, Olijnyk, Steele, Walker
Becker, Peltier
Becker, Elwert, Gamage, Sage
Buxar, Dalrymple, Elwert, Olijnyk,
Walker
Trail Branding & Signage Ad Hoc committee
Gamage, Ford, Olijnyk, Sage
Trail Improvements & Resurfacing Ad Hoc committee Becker, Blust, Sage, Walker
Licensing Ad Hoc committee
Buxar, Gamage, Walker, Orion
Township
Fundraising Ad Hoc Committee
Olijnyk, Shepard, Steele (Alternate)
th
Paint Creek Trail 40 Anniversary Celebration Ad Hoc Blust, Mabry, Peltier, Whatley/Ross
committee
Friends of Paint Creek Trail Ad Hoc committee
Buxar, Gamage, Mabry
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2022 Goals
Administrative

Progress

Continue coordinating assistance
with Friends of the Paint Creek Trail
(ongoing)

The Tour de Trail and Expo will be held June 4,
2022 in Lake Orion. A letter from the President of
the Friends of the Paint Creek Trail is included in
your packet for your review and feedback. Jason
Peltier will provide an update on the event at the
meeting. A link to sign-up to volunteer at the event
was included in the email for the packet.
Sponsorship opportunities are still available if you
or anyone you know are interested in supporting
the event. Friends President Louis Carrio will
report on the event at the meeting. A copy of his
report is included in the packet. Although
attendance was lower than hoped, the weather was
beautiful and those who attended enjoyed the
event. The next meeting of the Friends is Thursday,
August 11th at 6:30 p.m. at the Cider Mill. The next
meeting of the Friends is Tuesday, August 30th at
6:30 p.m. at the Cider Mill. The meeting on August
11th was cancelled due to lack of availability from
members. The next Friends of the Paint Creek Trail
meeting will be held on December 6th at 6 p.m. on
the second floor of the cider mill. Prior to the start
of the business meeting, there will be food and
drinks catered by The Silver Shamrocks. Please
RSVP to Louis Carrio if you plan to attend. All are
invited to attend the December 6th Friends
meeting. Please RSVP to Louis ASAP if you
plan to do so.
Ongoing. Signage will be placed on the trail and in
the kiosks in the next few days to raise awareness
about freeze/thaw season etiquette. Posts will also
be made on social media about this topic. Signs
have been placed on the trail and a pinned post is
on the Trail’s Facebook page regarding this topic.
Etiquette and safety information was available for
attendees at the Rochester Farmers Market on May
7th at the Lids for Kids booth. Etiquette information
will also be available at Tour de Trail. Trail safety
and etiquette information was available at Tour de
Trail for attendees. Trail staff plans to reinstall
temporary signage on the trail encouraging users to
slow down in congested areas and walk, run, &
cycle single file. Signage was installed on the trail
the week of July 25th. Temporary signage
removed for the season.
Trail manager Ford will be one of the presenters at
TWLA’s next meeting on Friday, February 18th. She
will discuss the Moutrie Garden and the trail
signage project. Ford presented at the February
TWLA meeting.
Ongoing. Continue to utilize social media, website,
and other resources to provide information to trail
users.

Continue Trail etiquette education
(ongoing)

Continue coordination and
participation with Oakland County
Trail, Water & Land Alliance
(TWLA)
Trail Closure education/public
relations/Communications Plan
campaign (Ongoing)
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2022
Priority

Timeframe

1

OG

2

OG

2

OG

2

OG

Adopt –A-Trail program

Develop a volunteer program to
recruit, train to help in the office
special projects and special events
Make presentation at member
community City Councils and
Township Boards

Master Plan
Southeast Rochester Property
Development

Wayfinding signage in Rochester
& Lake Orion/Trail identification
and road crossing signage
(Branding)/Gateway signage –
Each community

Our trail cleanup days this year will be April 23 or
24 and October 22 or 23. Spring cleanup was held
the weekend of April 23-24. Fall cleanup will be
held the weekend of October 15-16. Adopt-a-Trail
groups held fall cleanup throughout the
month of October.
TBD

2

OG

2

OG

Trail manager Ford made a presentation about the
trail to the members of the 2022-2023 Greater
Rochester Leadership program on October 6th.

2

OG

Progress

2022
Priority
3

Timeframe

1

1 yr

Southeast Rochester Property development is currently
on hold. A funding proposal will be submitted for this
project to Rep. Elissa Slotkin’s office as part of the
Community Project Funding program. Our proposal
was not selected to be submitted to the Appropriations
Committee. We will continue to seek funding for this
project through other channels. Trail manager Ford
spoke with MTGA in early June about a potential
opportunity to fund the Southeast Rochester property
development. Trail manager Ford has included
information about the Spark grant program in your
packet. She would like the Commission to discuss if it
would like to apply for this grant to fund the Southeast
Rochester property redevelopment. No new updates on
the Spark grant program. The Commission will visit the
Southeast Rochester property following the September
20th Commission meeting. The Commission will visit
the Southeast Rochester property prior to this month’s
meeting at 6:30 p.m. The Commission’s pre-proposal
to the National Fish and Wildlife Fund’s Southeast
Michigan Resilience Fund was not selected to submit a
full proposal. Trail Manager Ford and
Commissioner Gamage met with Andrea
LaFontaine, Executive Director at Michigan
Trails and Greenways Alliance and the estate
attorney for a site visit on November 8th. The
estate attorney approved the site and trail staff
are working to get an update cost estimate for
the project to him for review. The engineers for
the city of Rochester are reviewing the 2019 bid
docs and will provide an updated cost estimate
once I am able to provide them with additional
information from Mannik Smith. I have
reached out to Mannik Smith and they will send
this material to me by the end of the week.
The remaining kiosk and gateway signs were installed
February 1st. Road crossing signs were installed the
week of February 9th. Staff are working with the
member communities’ maintenance and parks crews to
remove the old road crossing signs. About half of the
old signs have been removed at this time. Only two of
the old signs remain to be removed. Both have a
considerable number of other items attached them, i.e.,
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LT

other signs, dog waste bag dispensers, etc. Staff is
trying to determine where to place these items before
removing the signs. Only the sign on the south side of
Dutton remains to be removed. Sign inventory needs to
be completed. Sign inventory completed the week of
July 25th. Any graffiti was noted and appropriate
member community informed to remove. A volunteer
cleaned all of the old map signs that were in storage for
us this month. The Commission needs to decide what it
wishes to do with them. We do have two trail users who
have been patiently waiting to purchase signs since
they were uninstalled. Trail manager Ford reached out
to the individual interested in purchasing a sign but he
did not want to purchase it at the $250 price. He stated
he would be interested if the price was $100.
Recommendation committee will review what
to do with the signs in conjunction with 40th
anniversary celebration and recognition, and
provide a recommendation to the Commission.

Planning & Development
Goals
National Trails Day – June 4,
2022

Labor Day Bridge Walk –
September 5, 2022

Garlic Mustard Workday

Paint Creek Junction

Progress
The Tour de Trail and Expo will be held June 4, 2022 in
Lake Orion. Event Permit Application has been submitted
to the Village for approval. The Commission needs to
discuss what the focus of its booth at the event will be.
The Commission will have a bike helmet decorating
station for kids at the event. Tickets for the event are on
sale at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/tour-de-trail-expotickets-252167388447. Friends President Louis Carrio
will report on the event at the meeting. A copy of his
report is included in the packet. Although attendance was
lower than hoped, the weather was beautiful and those
who attended enjoyed the event. Oakland Township
would like to jointly hold a ribbon cutting
ceremony for Paint Creek Junction with the
Trailways Commission as the Commission’s 2023
National Trails Day event. 2023 NTD is scheduled
for Saturday, June 3.
Discussion of this event is on this month’s agenda.
Plans are underway for this year’s LDBW. We are
currently seeking sponsors and volunteers. The city of
Rochester has waived the application, permit, and police
fees for the event. Trail staff will begin advertising event
and open online registration. Sponsorship and volunteer
opportunities still available. The event was well attended.
Thank you to our sponsors and volunteers for all their
help in holding a successful event!
A garlic mustard workday held in conjunction with Six
Rivers Land Conservancy & OTPR will be held on the trail
on Saturday, May 14th. OTPRC & Six Rivers Land
Conservancy would tentatively like to hold the
2023 garlic mustard workday on the trail on
Tuesday, May 16 from 9 am to 12 pm.
Paint Creek Junction opened to the public on August 1st. A
ribbon cutting event will be held in the future. Ribbon
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2022
Priority
1

Timeframe

1

OG

3

OG

1

1 yr

OG

Apply for Pure Michigan Trail
designation from the Michigan
Department of Natural
Resources

cutting scheduled for June 3, 2023 as part of
National Trail Day.
Application due November 1. Administrative Assistant
Grupido is currently working on the application. A
resolution for your approval is included in the packet. The
application will be submitted in late October.
Application deadline has been changed to
January 15, 2023. Trail staff will submit
application in early January.

Policies

Progress

1

1 yr

Timeframe

Native Plant Approval Policy

No progress yet. Need expert assistance

2022
Priority
3

Conservation Stewardship
Policy
Establish Memorial Tree
Donation Program

No progress yet. Need expert assistance

3

LT

Will be added to future agenda for discussion. A
discussion of memorial donation opportunities is on
this month’s agenda. Staff is working to identify
potential locations on the trail for new memorial user
amenities. Administrative Assistant Grupido has
identified potential locations for trail amenities.
Discussion of this item will be on the November
agenda. A memo on this item is included in the
packet.

2

LT

Maintenance and Inspection
Assure Restrooms are
maintained (ongoing)
Continue vandalism prevention
education (ongoing)
Continue surface maintenance
inspections and coordination of
repairs (ongoing)

Address ADA compliance issues
identified in 2020-2024 PCT
Recreation Master Plan

Trail Safety
City of Rochester – Bridge 31.7
Replacement

Progress

LT

Timeframe

Ongoing.

2022
Priority
1

Ongoing.

2

OG

Ongoing. We are beginning to receive complaints about
the condition of the trail. I would like to set a date that
the communities agree to for when the grading will be
completed by. Orion Township completed grading of its
section of the trail on May 10th. All other communities
plan to grade the trail as time and staffing allow but do
not have set dates yet for when the work will be
completed. Grading has been completed in Oakland
Township.
TBD

2

OG

2

1-2 yr

Progress

2022
Priority

Timeframe

Award notification for both the Community Foundation
for Southeast Michigan grant and Oakland County Parks

1

2-3 yr
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OG

Road Crossing improvements –
work with RCOC on Adams Rd.
crossing

Long Term Goals

and Recreation Trailways grant program is in April
2022. The city of Rochester received the $25,000 from
Oakland County for this grant. Notification of awards for
the CFSEM grant is in late April. A funding proposal will
be submitted for this project to Rep. Elissa Slotkin’s
office as part of the Community Project Funding
program. The Trailways Commission received the
$50,000 grant from the Community Foundation for
Southeast Michigan for the Bridge 31.7 design
engineering. ASTI Environmental performed the mussel
recon at the bridge on June 30th. No mussels were found.
The next step is receiving concurrence from the
Michigan DNR that the full survey is not needed. Now
that the mussel survey has been completed, ASTI will
begin the wetland delineation and the rest of the
endangered species survey. Trail manager Ford met with
the city of Rochester and the engineer from AEW to
discuss the bridge project. AEW plans to begin the
topographical survey shortly. AEW is currently
performing the topographical survey for the project.
ASTI Environmental is waiting for AEW to complete the
topographical survey and perform a preliminary design
for the bridge before it can continue working on the
endangered species clearance for the project. The city of
Rochester reached out to Trail Manager Ford about an
opportunity to apply to the federal DOT bridge
investment program for the Bridge 31.7 replacement
project. Rochester is working with AEW to get the
application complete as it is due on September 8th and
most of the information required is from engineering.
PCTC will provide a letter of support. Rochester has a
call into the BIP office to confirm eligibility. The
city/Trail is ineligible to apply to the federal DOT bridge
investment program as the bridge is not part of a
highway project. A memo is included in your packet
outlining the various grant opportunities trail staff is
considering to fund the construction of Bridge 31.7.
AEW is confirming the span based on the
proposed waterway opening as part of its
hydraulic analysis. Soil borings have been
drilled, and AEW is awaiting geotech report
assessing the soil conditions and foundation
recommendations. Foundation alternatives are
being evaluated and will be confirmed based on
scour depth analysis and bearing pressures
provided in geotech report. Specifications for
the prefabricated truss bridge structure are
being developed following the 33.7 bridge
replacement project criteria and our
discussions. Trail Manager Ford will submit preproposal for Fisheries Habitat grant on
November 18th and the Spark grant application
on December 19th.
Ongoing. Continue working with RCOC for
improvements at our crossings.

Progress
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2

OG

2022
Priority

Timeframe

Side parcel acquisition for
parking and trail access
Acquisition of historic resources

Will continue looking for opportunities.

3

OG

Will continue looking for opportunities.

3

OG

Installation of drinking
fountain, where appropriate, in
each community

Rochester Hills will replace the malfunctioning drinking
fountain at Tienken at date TBD. Rochester Hills has
removed the fountain at Tienken. Installation date for
new fountain TBD. Fountain has been replaced.
Ongoing.

2

LT

2

OG

Engineering study completed.

1

LT

Ongoing

1

OG

Integrate Village of Lake Orion
extension more fully into Trail
system
Connections to Bald Mountain
State
Park
Ensure focus on keeping the
trail a “Natural Beauty Trail”.

Additional Goals
User survey of trail use

TBD

2022
Priority
1

Technology Plan and
improvements

TBD

1

1 yr

Review and ranking of all trail
bridges by engineer

Administrative Assistant Grupido has compiled all of
the bridge inspection reports for an engineer to review
and rank. Trail communities need to coordinate
bridge inspections within a few years of one
another in order to facilitate an accurate
review/ranking.
Sign inventory completed the week of July 25th. Any
graffiti was noted and appropriate member community
informed to remove.

1

1 yr

1

1 yr

Sign Inventory

Progress
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Timeframe
1 yr

E-bike Complaints/Concerns/Comments – 2022

Date: 4/29/2022
Name: Luda Tcherniak
Contact info:
Comment: Ms. Tchneriak sent an email to Chairperson Steele stating “Electric cars are
motorized vehicles. Electric bikes are not?! Please invite Youself [sic]to the trail
especially during weekends to experience for yourself the raging insanity electric power
competition of all ages. I assure u, it's is dangerous, especially with horses galloping
among potential victims.....kids the most ...and others. Polly Ann trail is less populated,
electric bikes and horses will be more appropriate over there. Changing rules at paint
creek trail will save lives and avoid lawsuits.” Chairperson Steele responded that the
Commission will continue to monitor e-bikes as she had stated in a previous email to
Ms. Tchneriak.
____________________________________________________________
Date: 5/4/2022
Name: Bob Renkola
Contact Info:
Comment: Asked why motorized bikes were allowed on the trail. Staff explained that ebikes are classed as non-motorized due to Michigan legislation and that class 1 and 2 are
allowed on the trail. Said the e-bikes are speeding on the trail/going above 20 miles per
hour. A problem on the weekends, especially on Sundays. Mr. Renkola lives near the
trail & Adams Rd.
____________________________________________________________
Date: 5/16/2022
Name: Michael Miller
Contact Info:
Comment: Comment on website asking if e-bikes are considered motorized and stated
that they were run off the trail by several. Staff responded that Michigan legislature has
declared that e-bikes are classified are non-motorized and that Class 1 and 2 e-bikes are
permitted on the PCT. Staff asked if Mr. Miller could provide more information about
the incident he mentioned. Mr. Miller did not respond.
____________________________________________________________
Date: 6/19/2022
Name: Luda Tcherniak
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Contact Info:
Comment: Ms. Tchneriak sent an email to Chairperson Steele stating “Another terrible
reminder of speeding electric bicycles on the trail... I just witnessed a young man
speeding on his electric bike almost hit little boy on the trycycle [sic] an hour ago. This
time it's a few scratches and lots crying.... What are u waiting for, an emergency report,
a lawsuit? It is not IF, It is WHEN An accident will happen.!! We afraid nowadays to
take kids to the trail. This an ongoing issue has to be addressed ASAP!” Chairperson
Steele responded that the Commission is starting to document incidents so it can make a
future policy decision based on recorded documentation.
____________________________________________________________
Date: 7/5/2022
Name: Pat Yarnell Klos
Contact Info: n/a (Friends of the Paint Creek Trail Facebook Group post)
Comment: Ms. Klos posted on the Friends to the Paint Creek Trail Facebook Group
asking who is responsible for policing the trail and then commented that two motorized
unicycles zoomed past her on the trail on July 4th. She also commented that the number
of electric bikes is increasing very fast and walkers are often not given any respect and
that the trail is becoming or has been very unsafe at times. A conversation ensued below
the comment with several people sharing their experiences with e-bikes, sharing
information about trail courtesy, and the Commission’s policy on e-bikes from the PCT
website. Staff then commented on the thread stating that personal electric mobility
devices are not permitted on the trail and that only class 1 and class 2 e-bikes are
permitted. Staff then shared the link to the personal mobility device policy on the
website as well as the link to the e-bike policy.
____________________________________________________________
Date: 7/16/2022
Name: Luda Tcherniak
Contact Info:
Comment: Ms. Tchneriak sent an email to Chairperson Steele stating “Another speed
contest among midlife crisis idiots today…. I am ready to testify in court WHEN there
will be a lawsuit because someone will be seriously injure [sic] or worse…. Collecting
compliances [sic] will not solve the problem. NO MOTORIZE VEHICLES!!! Respect
your own rules / Signs on the trail. Before tragedy strikes”.
____________________________________________________________
Date: 7/25/2022
Name: George Piliouras
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Contact Info:
Comment: Mr. Piliouras sent an email & Facebook message asking for the trail’s input
on the influx of e-bikes and young riders speeding on the trail. He also commented on
the increase in number of electric motorized scooters, motorized skate boards, and
motorized one-wheels who are also going very fast. Mr. Piliouras also commented that
“when you’re bike riding or walking, they are not safe to be around. Any help would be
appreciated”. Trail staff responded stating that class 1 and 2 e-bikes are permitted on the
trail and that they should use safe speeds and adapt their speed to conditions and others
on the trail. Staff mentioned the new signs on the trail asking people to slow down and
walk/run/cycle single file. Staff also informed Mr. Piliouras that personal electric
mobility devices are not allowed on the trail and that there are signs in the kiosks stating
this. Mr. Piliouras responded that “most e-bikes that [he] sees appear to be safe but
some with younger people are going way past 15 mph! Very fast speeding and unsafe”.
He then commented that he appreciates the signs but from what he has observed, no
one pays attention to them and doesn’t even see them. He stated it would be great if the
trail had someone to patrol the trail. Trail staff responded that the trail does have a bike
patroller on the trail from May to October as well as mounted deputies from Oakland
County Sheriff’s department.
____________________________________________________________
Date: 8/1/2022
Name: Greg Lutz
Contact Info: n/a (Oakland Township Parks & Recreation Commission Facebook page
post)
Comment: In the comments of a OTPRC post announcing the opening of the new Paint
Creek Junction trailhead, Mr. Lutz asked why e-bikes were allowed and stated that it is
“not safe to walk the dog with e-bikes flying past you”. Several Facebook users
responded to Mr. Lutz’s comments with how important it is for cyclists to use bike bells.
Mr. Lutz responded that the path is unusable for him to walk his dog. “People must
understand, e-bikes fly on the trail with no responsibility, let’s add a parking lot and
more without any supervision. Stay away.” OTPRC then responded stating that PCTC is
the entity which establishes all rules and guidelines for the trail not Oakland Township
and to contact the trail office with any concerns. OTPRC then alerted trail staff about the
conversation happening on this post and asked that we comment. Trail staff commented
with information on how contact the trail office as well as meeting information. We also
provided information about which e-bikes are allowed on the trail, the speed limit, and
the fact that both a bike patroller and OSCO mounted deputies patrol the trail. We
requested that Mr. Lutz contact the trail office and/or OSCO if he saw a cyclist riding in
a dangerous manner.
____________________________________________________________

71

Date: 8/2/2022
Name: Chris Mires
Contact Info:
Comment: Mr. Mires sent an email stating that it was his understanding that motorized
vehicles are not allowed on the trail. He commented that in the last year, he has seen a
dramatic increase in the number of motorized bikes on the trail and is “pretty upset
about it and want to know what the trail way [sic] management’s position is on this.”
Trail staff responded that the Michigan legislature has declared that e-bikes are
classified are non-motorized and that Class 1 and 2 e-bikes are permitted on the PCT.
____________________________________________________________
Date: 8/14/2022
Name: Charles Barley
Contact Info:
Comment: Mr. Barley left a comment on the trail’s website stating, “There seems to be
more and more motorized vehicles on the trail every year. This is causing dangerous
close calls as these vehicles travel at a high rate of speed”. He then asked if there were
“any initiatives to control the use of the these [sic] unauthorized motorized vehicles on
the non-motorized rail to trail theme?” Trail staff replied by email to Mr. Barley
explaining that the Michigan legislature has declared that e-bikes are classified are nonmotorized and that Class 1 and 2 e-bikes are permitted on the PCT. Trail also stated that
personal electric mobility devices are not allowed on the trail and that there are signs in
the kiosks stating this and that the Oakland Township Parks & Recreation fall newsletter
will include an article explaining the Commission’s personal mobility device policy and
list which devices are not permitted on the trail.
____________________________________________________________
Date: 9/6/2022
Name: Beth Hall
Contact Info:
Comment: Called from the trail after a cyclist riding an e-bike blew past her resulting in
her and her dog being covered in dust. Trail staff noted her concerns, explained that
there is a 15mph speed limit on the trail and that cyclists should always ride for the
conditions around them and not necessarily the speed limit if other trail users are
present. Staff also explained that class 1 and 2 e-bikes are allowed on the trail and
classified as non-motorized by the state.
____________________________________________________________
Date: 9/12/2022
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Name: Pat V
Contact Info:
Comment: Left a comment on the website: “The electric bicycle riders are a nuisance.
Always speeding. If it's motorized and you're not handicapped it should be banned
period. A motor is a motor.” Staff responded that Michigan legislature has declared that
e-bikes are classified are non-motorized and that Class 1 and 2 e-bikes are permitted on
the PCT with a link to the Commission’s policy.
____________________________________________________________
Date: 9/17/2022 – 9/19/2022
Name: Luda Tcherniak
Contact Info:

and

Comment: Ms. Tchneriak left a voicemail on the Trail office phone and sent an email to
Chairperson Steele about her seeing cyclists riding electric bikes with trailers behind
them. The cyclists were riding very fast and she believes the Commission has “opened
Pandora’s box” by allowing electric bikes on the trail. She believes the Commission
needs to changes its rules otherwise there will be “a disaster here”. Chairperson Steele
responded to Ms. Tchneriak’s email letting her know that the Commission is continuing
to log all e-bike complaints/incidents and that the Commission is keeping an eye on the
situation and will reevaluate its decision to allow e-bikes if it proves prudent. She also
explained that the purpose of having e-bikes on the trail is to offer those who might not
be able to ride because of specific ailments the opportunity to enjoy the trail.
__________________________________________________________
Date: 11/9/2022
Name: Clara Pinkham
Contact Info:
Comment: Ms. Pinkham contacted Trail Manager Ford via email to let her know that her
co-worker got back from a walk on the trail earlier in the day. Several times in the past 3
weeks, she has noted e-bikes going very fast by her. Today, there were 2 of them, going
fast, side by side, and did not announce themselves. She said it was a man and a woman,
probably at least 60 years old. Her concern, aside from her own safety, is for people with
children and dogs, who move erratically. Sadly, these recent experiences have really
tainted her opinion of the trail, which she says is nice trail, but not worth her safety.
Ms. Pinkham commented that she knows this is discussed at just about every
commission meeting, and there is no magic solution but that she is at the point of asking
about banning e-bikes altogether (which she knows is equally unenforceable), and
having radar traps/cameras set up on the trail.
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Dan Butterworth

Paint Creek Trail Inspection Form

10-29-2022
Inspected by: _______________________ Date____________________

Southeast Rochester Parcel off Clinton River Trail:
Bridge over Clinton River and surrounding area

OK
Comment:_________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________

31.2: Rochester Municipal Park – Near Retro Fitness
Map sign
OK

Comment: ___________________________________________________________ ____________________________________
31.3: Rochester Municipal Park – Maintenance Service Entrance
Little Free Library
OK

Screwdrivers
Phillips
Flat Blade
OK

OK

Bike Fixit Station in Rochester Municipal Park
Open Ended Wrenches
Allen
2-Tire
Wrench
Levers
32-15 mm
10-8 mm
11-9 mm
Multi-tool
OK

OK

OK

OK

OK

Air Pump

OK

Comment: _________________________________________________________________________________________________
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31.6: Ludlow Crossing
Gateway Sign
OK

Map Sign
OK

Two “Dillman Upton”
Benches
OK

Information
Kiosk
OK

Recycle Bin
OK

Comment:
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
31.7: Bridge
OK
Comment: ______________________________________________________________________________________________
Dinosaur Hill – Access Stairs – Approximately 31.7 (no sign)
OK
Comment_____
____________________________________________________________________________________________

31.8 Dinosaur Hill – Trail Access, east side of Trail
“Jagosz” Bench
OK

Overlook/Creek Access with Stairs – Approx 31.9 (no sign)
East side of Trail.
Stairs
Plastic Bench
OK

OK

Comment: _________________________________________________________________________________________________
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32.1: Tienken Crossing
“Rutledge
Portable
Walker”
Restroom
Bench,
Parking Lot
south side,
– west of
west of trail
trail
OK

Map Sign,
north side,
east of
trail
OK

OK

Brochure
Box, north
side, east of
trail
Stocked

“Bob Peck”
Bench,
north side,
east of trail

Picnic Site &
MNRTF
Plaque, north
side, west of
trail

OK

Dog
Waste
Bag
Dispenser

Information
Kiosk

Stocked

OK

Recycle
Bin

Drinking
Fountain

OK

OK

Off

Comment: _________________________________________________________________________________________________
Bike Fixit Station
Open Ended Wrenches
Allen
Wrench
32-15 mm
10-8 mm
11-9 mm
Multi-tool

Screwdrivers
Phillips
Flat Blade
OK

OK

OK

32.3: Bridge – King’s Cove
“Kayla Pastor”
“Martin Lassers”
bench, south
bench, north of
of bridge
bridge, east side
OK

OK

OK

Moutrie Pollinator
Garden, north of
bridge, east of trail
OK

OK

OK

Little Free
Library
@ Pollinator
Garden

Bike Rack @
Pollinator
Garden
OK

OK

2-Tire
Levers
OK

“Miller”
bench,
Pollinator
Garden
OK

Air Pump

OK

“Moulton”
bench,
Pollinator
Garden
OK

Obelisk,
Pollinator
Garden
OK

Comment: ________________________________________________________________________________________________
33.1: Bridge
Stairway/Creek Access
OK

Comment: ________________________________________________________________________________________________
33.3: Bridge
“Paul Ball” Bench, south of bridge, east side

“Woman’s Farm & Garden” Bench, north of bridge, west side
OK

OK

Comment: _______________________________________________________________________ _________________________
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33.3: Dutton Crossing
Brochure Box, south
side, east of trail

Trash receptacle,
south side, east of trail

Stocked

Map Sign

Bollards North &
South side

OK

OK

Dutton Parking Lot

Stocked

OK

OK

Dog Waste Bag
Dispenser

Comment: ________________________________________________________________________________________________

33.4: Bridge
OK
Comment: _________________________________________________________________________________________________

33.7: Bridge
“Damman” bench

Audio Sign

OK

OK

Solar Panel
& Pole

MNRTF &
RCWJF
Plaques

Trash &
Recycle Bin
Receptacles

OK

OK

OK

Stairs/Creek
Access
OK

There is also the 'Bober' bench next to the creek.
Comment: _________________________________________________________________________________________________

34: Bridge
“Lussier” Bench –
south of bridge,
west of trail
OK

“Brittingham”
Bench – south of
bridge, east of trail
OK

Stairs/creek Access

“Tomboulian” Bench
– north of bridge,
west of trail

OK

OK

Prairie Site – north of
bridge, east of trail
OK

Comment: _________________________________________________________________________________________________
34.3: Silver Bell crossing
Parking Lot
Brochure Box
OK

Removed

“Walker” Bench
OK

Map sign
OK

CV Trout
Unlimited sign
Only the posts remain.

Dog Waste Bag
Dispenser
Removed
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Comment: _________________________________________________________________________________________________

34.4: North of Silver Bell crossing
“Thundering Gazelles”
Bench
OK

Creek Access – Approx. 34.7 (no sign) “T” shaped decking
“McDivitt” and “Woman’s Farm & Garden” benches
OK

Comment: _________________________________________________________________________________________________

Flagstar Bank Site – Approx. 34.8 (no sign)
Drinking
Plastic bike
MNRTF Plaque
Fountain
bench
Off

OK

OK

Little Free
Library

ADA Picnic
Table

Hex Table
OK

OK

OK

Cider Mill
Connector Path
OK

Comment: _________________________________________________________________________________________________
34.9: Gallagher Road Crossing
“Blazevski” & Bollards south Parking Lot –
north side,
wood benches side, west of
south side,
trail
west of trail
east of trail
*

OK

OK

Map Sign

Brochure
Box

OK

Stocked

Information
Kiosk

OK

Wood
Bench, north
side, east of
trail

Trash &
Recycle Bin
Receptacles
OK

OK

Dog Waste
Bag
Dispenser
Stocked

* The Blazeveski bench is OK. The Nicholson bench has been replaced with a new one.
Comment: _________________________________________________________________________________________________

34.9: Paint Creek Cider Mill
Screwdrivers
Phillips
Flat Blade
OK

OK

Bike Fixit Station
Allen
Open Ended Wrenches
Wrench
32-15 mm
10-8 mm
11-9 mm
Multi-tool
OK

OK

OK
78

OK

2-Tire
Levers
OK

Air Pump

OK

Prairie Restoration Art Project – Approx. Mile Marker 35 (no sign)
OK
Comment:_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Gunn Road Crossing – Approx. 35.6 (no sign)
Trash receptacle, south
“Kreuzkamp” Bench –
of Gunn, east of trail
south of Gunn, east of
trail
OK

OK

Stairway to Gunn
Road

Bridle Trail to
Gunn Road
OK

OK

“Ciccarelli” Bench
North of Gunn, east
side
OK

Brochure Box at top
of stairs
Stocked

Comment: ________________________________________________________________________________________________
36: Bridge
OK
Comment: ________________________________________________________________________________________________

ITC Transmission Lines – Overhead – Approx. 36.4 (no sign)
OK
Comment: ________________________________________________________________________________________

36.5: Mile Marker and Bench
“Betty Lou Nelson”
Bench
OK

OK
37: Mile Marker: ___________________________
______________________________________________________________

37.1: Adams Road Crossing
Map sign, south
DIA Art:
of intersection
“The Trappers
Return”
OK

Removed

Trash receptacle,
south of intersection

OK

Southeast
entrance/bollards

OK
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“Szymkiw”
Bench
(approx. 37.0)
OK

“Fortier” Bench
(approx. 37.3)

OK

Comment: ________________________________________________________________________________________________
37.6 and 37.7 – Archery Range
Entrance – south and north of Archery
OK

Comment: _________________________________________________________________________________________________
38: Private Driveway – 2500 Orion Road
Bollards – northwest of driveway
OK

Comment: _________________________________________________________________________________________________
38.2:
Stairs down to Creek

“David A. Kanners”
Bench

OK

OK

Comment: ________________________________________________________________________________________________
38.3: “Cattle Crossing” Bridge
OK

Comment: ________________________________________________________________________________________________
38.4: Bridge
“Cieszkowski “Bench – northwest side
OK

Comment: ________________________________________________________________________________________________
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38.5: Clarkston/Kern crossing
Map Sign,
Brochure
Parking
northeast side
Box &
Lot next to
of trail
Recycle
Vault
Bin
Toilet
OK

Stocked/OK

OK

Information
Kiosk & Dog
Waste Bag
Dispenser
OK/Stocked

Trash
receptacle

OK

Vault Toilet & Trash
Receptacle,
southwest of C/K
OK

DIA Art:
“Boy with
Plaid Scarf”

Main Parking
Lot

Removed

OK

Comment: ________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Van Tassel Pedestrian Bridge and Polly Ann Connector Path
Van Tassel Bridge
DIA Art:
“Lovers on a Balcony During Monsoon”
OK

38.6: Bridge
Creek/Stair Access, southwest
side of trail
OK

Removed

Trails to Bald Mountain Rec
Area – southwest and
northeast of trail
OK

Bike Fixit Station
OK

DIA Art:
“Summer”
Removed

“Jones” Bench, north of
bridge, east side
OK

Comment: _________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Foley Pond – Approx. 39.1 (no sign)
Observation Deck Trash receptacle

MNRTF Marker
OK

OK

OK

“Van Zoeren”
Bench

“Marty Peters” Bench

“Harley & Mary
Prudden” Bench

OK

OK

OK

Comment: _________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
39.4: Bridge – Goldengate
Stair Access to Road Built-in Benches
OK

Underneath Bridge

OK

OK

Comment: _________________________________________________________________________________________________
Newton Street – Approx. 39.7 (no sign)
Access - northeast of trail at end of Newton

DIA Art:
“Poultry Yard”

OK

Removed

Comment: _________________________________________________________________________________________________

Converse Court – Approx. 39.8 (no sign)
Access Gate
Gateway Sign
OK

Retention Pond Area

OK

“Milliman” Bench

OK

OK

Comment: _________________________________________________________________________________________________
Atwater Section – Approximately 39.9 (no sign)
Parking Lot, south of Atwater,
Information Kiosk
west of trail
OK

OK

Map Sign
OK

Recycle Bin
OK

Dog Waste
Bag Dispenser
Stocked

Little Free
Library
OK

Comment: _________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Trail Extension to Children’s Park
Atwater Road
Lake Orion
Crossing
Lumber Pathway

Meeks Park
Intersection

OK

*

Bridge from
Meeks Park to
Orion Art Center

OK

Northern
Terminus at
Art Center
OK

OK

Bike Fixit
Station @ Art
Center
OK

Bike Racks
@ Cookies &
Cream
OK

* On the north side of Atwater the device used to activate the flashing lights is missing.
Comment: _________________________________________________________________________________________________

Bike Fixit Station at Cookies & Cream:

Phillips

Screwdrivers
Flat Blade

OK

OK

Bike Fixit Station
Open Ended Wrenches
Allen
Wrench
32-15 mm
10-8 mm
11-9 mm
Multi-tool
OK

OK

OK

OK

2-Tire
Levers
OK

Air Pump

OK

Bike Fixit Station at Oat Soda Restaurant:

Screwdrivers
Phillips
Flat Blade
OK

OK

Bike Fixit Station
Open Ended Wrenches
Allen
Wrench
32-15 mm
10-8 mm
11-9 mm
Multi-tool
OK

OK

OK
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OK

2-Tire
Levers
OK

Air Pump

OK

Trail Surface Comments and Areas of Concern:
The trail is in good condition.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Dan Butterworth
10-29-2022
Signed______________________________________________Date___________________________
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Community Foundation of Greater Rochester
Fund Statement-Non Endowed
October 31, 2022
Paint Creek Trailways

BEGINNING FUND BALANCE

$1,727.03

Revenue & Additions
Gifts

$3,356.00

Interfund Gifts

$0.00

Dividends

$12.75

Interest Income on Investments

$2.27

Realized Gains and Losses

($0.24)

Unrealized Gains and Losses

($100.13)
$3,270.65

Total Revenue & Additions
Expenses & Distributions
Grants from Income

$0.00

Interfund Grants

$0.00

Admin. Fees Charged

$36.43

Misc. Fund Expenses

$0.00

Financial Fees

$11.98
$48.41

Total Expenses & Distributions
Income Transfers

$0.00

YTD FUND BALANCE

$4,949.27

Paint Creek Trailways
Type
Gift
Gift
Gift
Gift
Gift
Gift
Gift
Gift

Name
Donni Steele
Gary Brancaleone
Kenneth Mogill
Stephen Pillen
General Public
The Tuckfield Company, LLC
David Wegener
Paint Creek Trailways Commission

Date
02/15/2022
03/21/2022
04/27/2022
05/04/2022
07/20/2022
09/07/2022
09/07/2022
10/25/2022
Gifts Total

85

Amount
20.00
20.00
100.00
100.00
143.00
20.00
100.00
2,853.00
$3,356.00

