
Mission  
The Paint Creek Trailways Commission provides trail users a natural, scenic, and educational recreation 

experience while preserving the natural integrity of the Paint Creek Trail for the enjoyment of present and future 
generations. 

 
 
 

 

 

 
Paint Creek Trailways Commission 

Meeting 
 

Tuesday, November 16th, 2021 at 7:00 PM 
Paint Creek Cider Mill, 4480 Orion Road, Rochester, MI  48306 

 
MEETING AGENDA 

 
 1. Call to Order          
 2. Pledge of Allegiance 
 3. Approval of Agenda         
 4. Public Comment 
 5. Consent Agenda: 
 a.  Minutes:  Regular Meeting, October 19th, 2021 
 b. Treasurers Report – October 2021 

c. Resolution #2021-003 – 2022 Meeting Schedule 
 d. Redlined PCTC Bench Donation Policy 
 e. Clean PCTC Bench Donation Policy 

 6. Approval of Invoices 
 7. Approval: Temporary Permit, Tim Dering – Giffin USA – Fun Run/Walk – 
 November 18, 2021 
 8. Discussion: Oakland County Sheriff’s Mounted Patrol  
 9. Discussion/Approval: 2022 Draft Budget 
10. Discussion: Upcoming Grant Opportunities & Trail Capital Improvement 
 Projects 
11. Update: Solaronics  
12. Manager’s Report 
13. Commissioner Reports 
14. Adjournment of Regular Meeting 
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Mission  
The Paint Creek Trailways Commission provides trail users a natural, scenic, and educational recreation 

experience while preserving the natural integrity of the Paint Creek Trail for the enjoyment of present and future 
generations. 

 
 
 

 

Next Regular Meeting: 
December 21, 2021 – Paint Creek Cider Mill, 4480 Orion Road, Rochester, MI  48306 

 
Enclosures:  Agenda Summary 
   October 19, 2021 Regular Meeting Draft Minutes 
   October 2021 Treasurer’s Report  

  Resolution #2021-003 – 2022 Meeting Schedule 
  Memo: PCTC Bench Donation Policy 
  Redlined PCTC Bench Donation Policy 
  Clean PCTC Bench Donation Policy 

   Temporary Permit Application: Giffin USA – November 18, 2021 
   Memo: Oakland County  Sheriff’s Mounted Patrol 
   Memo & Draft 2022 Paint Creek Trailways Commission Budget  

  Paint Creek Trailways Commission Budget History 
  Memo: Upcoming Grant Opportunities & Trail Capital Improvement Projects 
  Memo: Solaronics 
  Solaronics proposal from Rochester Planning Commission November 1, 2021 meeting packet  
  Letter from PCTC attorney to Rochester Planning Commission 
  November Manager’s Report 

   Paint Creek Trail October Inspection Report 
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Agenda Summary 
November 16th, 2021 

 
1. Call to Order 
2. Pledge of Allegiance 
3.  Approval of Agenda 
4. Public Comment 
5. Consent Agenda: 
 a.  Minutes:  Regular Meeting, October 19th, 2021 
 b. Treasurers Report – October 2021 
 c. Resolution #2021-003 – 2022 Meeting Schedule 
 d. Redlined PCTC Bench Donation Policy 
 e. Clean PCTC Bench Donation Policy 
 
6. Approval of Invoices 
  
7. Approval: Temporary Permit, Tim Dering – Giffin USA – Fun Run/Walk – November 18, 
 2021 

 Summary: Temporary permit application for first-time applicant Giffin USA for Fun 
 Run/Walk on November 18, 2021. 
 Action: Approval 
 Budget Impact:  None 
  
  8. Discussion: Oakland County Sheriff’s Mounted Patrol  
 Summary: A new contract is not available at this time but deputies from the Oakland 
 County Sheriff’s Department will be present at the meeting to share information on the 
 mounted patrol.   
 Desired Action: Discussion 
 Budget Impact: None 
 

  9. Discussion/Approval: 2022 Draft Budget 
 Summary: A draft budget based on past budget history, current Commission projects and 

future plans is included in your packet for your review. Several changes to the budget have 
been made based on the discussion at the October meeting.  

 Desired Action: Discussion/Direction 
 Budget Impact: Unknown 
 
10. Discussion: Upcoming Grant Opportunities & Trail Capital Improvement Projects 
 Summary: Trail Manager Ford will provide an update on the two upcoming grant 
 opportunities based on her conversation with the CFSEM and the city of Rochester and their 
 engineers.  
 Desired Action: Direction 
 Budget Impact: TBD 

 
11. Update: Solaronics 
 Summary: An update on the potential sale of the Solaronics property and the potential 
 buyer’s presentation at the city of Rochester Planning Commission’s November 1, 2021 
 meeting. 
 Desired Action: None 
 Budget Impact: None 
 
12. Manager’s Report: Included in your packet.  
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13. Commissioner Reports 
14. Adjournment of Regular Meeting   
  

Next Regular Meeting: 
December 21, 2021 – Paint Creek Cider Mill, 4480 Orion Road, Rochester, MI  48306 
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REGULAR MEETING of the PAINT CREEK TRAILWAYS COMMISSION 

Paint Creek Cider Mill 

4480 Orion Road, Rochester, MI  48306 

CALL TO ORDER:   The Tuesday, October 19, 2021 Regular Meeting was called to order by 

Chairperson Steele at 7:00 p.m. 

Voting Members Present:  Robin Buxar, Ken Elwert, Steve Sage, Donni Steele, David Walker 

Voting Alternates Present:  Julia Dalrymple, Dave Mabry 

Non-Voting Alternates Present:   Theresa Mungioli, Chris Shepard 

Village of Lake Orion Non-Voting Member Present:  Jason Peltier 

Voting Members Absent:  Brian Blust, Linda Gamage, Jeff Stout 

Alternates Absent: David Becker, Martha Olijnyk, Ann Peterson 

Village of Lake Orion Non-Voting Alternate Absent:  Jerry Narsh 

Others Present:  Melissa Ford, Trail Manager, Chris Gray, Assistant Trail Manager, Louis Carrio, 

President of the Friends Group, Sandi DiSipio, Recording Secretary 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  All rose and recited the Pledge. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:    

MOTION by Buxar, seconded by Sage, Moved, to approve the October 19, 2021 agenda as 

presented. 

Ayes:  All Nays:  None MOTION CARRIED. 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None 

CONSENT AGENDA:  

a. Minutes – September 21, 2021 Regular Meeting, approve and file

b. Treasurers Report – September 2021

MOTION by Elwert, seconded by Buxar, Moved, to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. 

Ayes:  All Nays:  None MOTION CARRIED. 

APPROVAL:  Resolution Approving and Authorizing an Amendment to a Development 

Project Agreement: Ms. Ford explained the MNRTF grant from the DNR needs to be extended 

to January 31, 2022 because we have not yet received the final invoice for the project.  MDOT 

has sent it to the Road Commission; it should be returned within 90 days.  The DNR just needs 

the paperwork extending the grant agreement so we can continue with the reserved funds for us.  

PAINT CREEK TRAILWAYS COMMISSION 

RESOLUTIONAPPROVING AND AUTHORIZING 

AN AMENDMENT TO A DEVELOPMENT PROJECT AGREEMENT 

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-002 
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At a meeting of the Paint Creek Trailways Commission, Oakland County, Michigan, held at the Paint Creek Cider Mill, 

on the 19th day of October, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Present:  Buxar, Dalrymple, Elwert, Mabry, Mungioli, Peltier, Sage, Shepard, Steele, Walker 

The following resolution was offered by Elwert and seconded by Walker. 

 

WHEREAS, the Commission has undertaken a project entitled the Paint Creek Trail Bridge 33.7 Renovation, #TF16-

0008 (the “Project”); and 

 

WHEREAS, on August 15, 2017, the Commission adopted a Resolution Regarding the Development of Property 

through the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund, pursuant to which the Commission approved entering into a 

Development Project Agreement (the “Agreement”) with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (the 

“Department”) to obtain a grant for the Project; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Department and the Commission entered into the Agreement; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Commission began work on the Project; and 

 

WHEREAS, tbe Agreement called for completion of the Project by July 31, 2019, but the Project completion has been 

delayed; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Department and the Commission are willing to amend the Agreement to extend the Project 

completion deadline to January 31, 2022; and 

 

WHEREAS, the public, health, safety and welfare will be served by extending the Project completion deadline.   

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

 

1. The Commission approves and authorizes an amendment to the Agreement in the form attached hereto 

as Exhibit A. 

2. The Chairman of the Commission is authorized to execute the Amendment on behalf of the 

Commission, to make such minor changes to the Amendment as required or requested by the 

Department and to take such other actions, as may be necessary or appropriate regarding the 

Amendment. 

3. All actions heretofore taken by Commission officials, employees, and agents with respect to the 

Agreement are hereby ratified and confirmed. 

4. Any and all resolutions that are in conflict with this Resolution are hereby repealed to the extent 

necessary to give this Resolution full force and effect. 

 

YEAS: Buxar, Dalrymple, Elwert, Mabry, Sage, Steele, Walker 

NAYS: None 

THE RESOLUTION WAS DECLARED ADOPTED. 

 

DISCUSSION:  Limited Access Permit Request, 3942 S. Ellamae, Oakland Township:  

Chairperson Steele indicated the application, pictures of the fence and the Commission’s survey 

are included in the packet.  Ms. Ford indicated she gave the members tonight photos of the 

current fence as the pictures in the packet were from the actual listing showing the previous 

fence.  Mr. John Regole, the property owner came forward and stated he moved into the home 

last December; there was a fence and gate already there.  He wanted to replace it as he has two 

dogs he wanted to fence in.  Once he got his boundary survey back he realized he had encroached 

on our property but figured since there was a fence and gate already there, it may not be an issue.  

Ms. Ford indicated the bike patroller noticed the fence and brought it to staff’s attention and 

notified the applicant he needed to fill out the permit application.  Ms. Buxar noted it appears the 

fence was moved inward toward the applicant’s property.  Mr. Regole said he did move it back a 

bit towards his house so it was on flat ground as the original fence was leaning towards the trail.  

Ms. Buxar said the fence on the north side is a 12 encroachment and on the south end it’s about 

15 feet.  Mr. Regole said he didn’t want to cut down any trees.  Ms. Ford added the trail’s 

boundaries vary in this area.  Speaking for the Encroachment Committee, Mr. Walker asked Ms. 
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Ford to give a short history of the 2008 survey.  Ms. Ford indicated there was a wire fence there 

at the time of the survey.  The Commission asked the homeowner at that time to remove the fence 

and they complied; sometime between then and now another person purchased the home and put 

in a new a fence – this is the fence that Mr. Regole had on his property when he moved in.  The 

original fence went across several different parcels at that time and all the property owners had to 

remove it.  At some point the previous owner of Mr. Regole’s home put in another fence and no 

action was taken at that time.  Ms. Buxar indicated there are other fences in this area.  Mr. Walker 

said we’re not talking about an elaborate fence, it’s a wire fence.  Mr. Regole explained it’s an 

agricultural fence; essentially the same fence that was previously there.  Mr. Walker said the 

applicant now has a survey of his property, and if requested to put the fence on his property, 

could this be done.  Mr. Regole said he could comply with this request, but would need time until 

next spring to complete it as he’s working two jobs.  Mr. Walker shared the trail is a linear park 

for the public and it’s not in the Commission’s best interest to have individual access points on 

the trail.  Mr. Regole agreed, said he moved from Chicago and because of the trail, he bought his 

house.  Mr. Walker noted there are steps on this property to the trail, and the applicant indicated 

you can hardly see the steps anymore as it’s so overgrown.  Mr. Walker said we need to keep the 

trail as natural possible, and the steps would not be allowed as we don’t want to disturb the 

vegetation.  The Licensing Committee agrees it’s not in our best interest to continue to allow 

these encroachments, and it does not seem to be too much of a burden to ask the applicant to 

move the fence onto his property line.  Mr. Walker agreed to grant some time to complete this. 

MOTION by Walker, seconded by Sage, Moved, to require the applicant by May 1, 2022, to 

move the fence onto his property and to have any man-made or man added materials removed.   

 

Discussion on the Motion:  Ms. Buxar agreed with moving the stepping stones and the mulch and 

commented it doesn’t seem like moving the fence would be burdensome if we allowed enough 

time.  Mr. Regole said if that’s what the Commission wants, he can definitely do that.  Ms. 

Buxar’s only concern is the other homeowners who are encroaching.  It was suggested these other 

properties be looked at and the policy re-reviewed. 

 

Roll Vote on the Motion: 

Ayes: Elwert, Sage, Steele, Walker 

Nays: Buxar, Dalrymple, Mabry      MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Ms. Ford asked if the Motion did not pass, would we have issues with the DNR with the 

conversion process because our property would not be being used for recreational purposes.  The 

answer was yes especially in the case of a fence.  Ms. Steele said we need to keep that in mind 

with other applications as this makes it hard to follow for future management and the 

Commission moving forward.  It was suggested a list of all limited use permits be available for 

future generations.   

 

UPDATE/DISCUSSION:  Friends of the Paint Creek Trail – Paint Creek Crawl 2022:  Mr. 

Louis Carrio, President of the Friends of the Paint Creek Trail came forward and indicated seven 

individuals met regarding this event, and he provided an outline of what transpired.  The 

objective tonight is to get some consensus around the concept, the date, the merger of this event 

with the Trails Day with a bike and running event, and to answer any questions.  Mr. Sage said 

we initially agreed on the date and the format but we also discussed about whether we could do 

something at both ends of the trail.  He understands it’s probably easier to do it at one end of the 

trail, but asked if there was a way to do something at both ends in some form.  Mr. Carrio said 

they talked about engaging businesses at the other end of the trail, specifically about approaching 

Rochester Mills.  Ms. Gamage attended the meeting and made this point as well; that we need to 

engage the City of Rochester so that both ends are benefiting from the event, and people 
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participating in the event get to see what the entire trail has to offer.  This will be one of the steps 

along the way.  The other point made is that we should consider how we might alternate from 

year to year between the starting point, although it was noted that the Trails Day event has been 

historically held in Lake Orion.  Mr. Peltier commented Trails Day already exists in Orion, so we 

are expanding on that; separating from the existing event or dividing it in two, you lose a lot of 

participants.  The goal of the event is to raise awareness, educate and raise funds that will help 

purchase what’s needed, so you need everyone in one place at one time to get this attention.  

Someone brought up the passport – having everyone go to the businesses.  If you have 400 

participants, you don’t want all these people going there to the businesses as you’re thinning the 

crowd and losing that attention.  What was suggested was creating a passport that could be 

handed out to everyone at registration encouraging them to visit businesses all along the trail and 

then turn them in at points at the end of the month or when finished to get prize, so it’s like a 

coupon book to visit the Rochester and Oakland Township businesses.  They thought the coupons 

would be a compelling tie to bring people into businesses along the trail.  Doing an event in 

Rochester is a great idea, perhaps this could be done in the fall.  Ms. Steele added this is a Friends 

event, and that the Commission could be a participant and maybe help with the education piece of 

the Friends’ objectives.  Mr. Carrio thought there could more than one event booth, focused on 

education, etiquette, etc.  He would like to keep the current subcommittee together and add one of 

the Commission staff for representation, so as we develop the next steps we have both sides 

engaged.  Ms. Steele thought the event planning portion was going to be completed by the 

subcommittee.  Mr. Carrio feels that’s a decision to be made, but if you’re tying the two pieces 

together it would make sense to have both sides engaged.  Ms. Steele asked how staff feels about 

this with so much else going on.  Ms. Ford’s thought is to have a Trails Day event at this event 

that we would be putting on similar to the past, but fitting into the Friends goals, and the majority 

of the planning, sponsorships, etc., would be done by the Friends Group.  This is also Mr. 

Carrio’s understanding.  Ms. Steele reached out to the Parks & Path Chair who conducts an 

education rodeo for kids on how to safely ride a bike, and he offered to take this piece on; she 

will pass on the contact information.  Ms. Buxar thinks the event will be fun and agreed that 

alternating the event on different ends of the trail is a good idea.  She thinks as long as 

Commission staff is in the loop with emails that is sufficient.  Mr. Carrio said the next step is for 

the subcommittee to meet again, and define what the expo might look like and how to engage 

different businesses, come up with a to-do list and volunteers.  Ms. Steele asked if we formally 

adopted this event to happen on Trails Day; Ms. Ford said the motion was to save the date. 

MOTION by Buxar, seconded by Steele, Moved, to formally adopt June 4th as our National 

Trails Day event in Orion, with the Friends being the lead on their event, with participation of 

staff and the Commission as needed. 

 

Discussion on the Motion: 

It was suggested the Motion include the name of the Friends event; Ms. Buxar amended her 

Motion to include the name of the Friends Group event, the Paint Creek Crawl.  It was suggested 

that the name of this event be changed as this signifies a pub/beer crawl when this is a family 

oriented event.  In the future we will have to have a Motion to adopt the Friends event, whatever 

it’s so named, on this date. Mr. Carrio said the subcommittee will discuss this and come back 

with a name.  Ms. Buxar rescinded her amendment to name the Friends event.  Ms. Steele 

supported this. 

 

Roll Vote on the Motion: 

Ayes: Buxar, Dalrymple, Elwert, Mabry, Sage, Steele, Walker 

Nays: None        MOTION CARRIED.  
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DISCUSSION/APPROAL:  Paint Creek Trail Signage Project – Road Crossing Signage & 

Installation:  Ms. Ford said a copy of the quote for the road crossing signage including 

installation was handed out tonight – it’s the same amount we looked at last meeting.  The 

designs have been approved by the Road Commission and she spoke with the DNR who had 

input because it included the Iron Belle Trail Trail logo – they approved it this morning.  Once we 

approve payment for the deposit, the project can proceed. 

MOTION by Sage, seconded by Buxar, Moved, to approve the invoice as presented with the 

funds coming out of the fund balance. 

Roll Vote on the Motion: 

Ayes: Buxar, Dalrymple, Elwert, Mabry, Sage, Steele, Walker 

Nays: None        MOTION CARRIED. 

 

APPROVAL OF INVOICES:  Ms. Ford presented the list of invoices totaling $36,181.62. In 

addition to the recorder’s fee, this amount includes credit card charges for Facebook 

advertisement for the LDBW, frame for Recognition Ceremony, safety cones, the fixit station at 

Paint Creek Junction, supplies for the ribbon cutting ceremony and a new adaptor for the 

projector; annual fee to Accident Fund Insurance for Workers Compensation premium, trail 

brochure printing, Mounted Patrol for July, 3rd Qtr. wages and FICA for three staff positions, 3rd 

Qtr. staff shared copier costs and deposit to Rochester Sign Shop for the road crossing signs 

installation.  Estimated unrestricted fund balance is $86,000.   

MOTION by Buxar, seconded by Elwert, Moved, that the invoices presented for payment are 

approved as presented in the amount of $36,181.62 and orders be drawn for payment. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes: Buxar, Dalrymple, Elwert, Mabry, Sage, Steele, Walker 

Nays: None        MOTION CARRIED. 

 

DISCUSSISON:  2022 Draft Budget:  Ms. Ford would like discussion tonight and any changes 

can be made and be brought back next month for approval.  There are no changes proposed to the 

operations budget or the patrol program from the communities.  Mr. Elwert asked when the last 

time rates were raised for the communities.  Ms. Ford said 2019, but the patrol program has been 

raised.  Mr. Elwert questioned if we should have a percentage increase to the members as we 

don’t have much in contingency.  If we’re proposing a 2% raise in wages, maybe there needs to 

be a regular increase to the communities so we don’t get behind.  Mr. Walker said there’s nothing 

under revenue from the LDBW donations.  Mr. Ford explained this is what she normally does 

because there is no guarantee for these funds, and this year the donations will go into a restricted 

fund.  Mr. Walker said under license fees, $12,267 is projected for 2022 which is a flat line from 

2020, and if we get to collect what we really are going to collect in our new license fees, it will be 

more – it should be $14,000.  He then asked if we are taking over the Pollinator Garden, and if so, 

shouldn’t we budget for it.  Ms. Ford said the special project budget was for the building of the 

garden, and because we do a three year budget, that’s why it’s still listed.  Under the 2022 

restricted funds, the maintenance of the garden is listed there for $974.  Mr. Carrio indicated the 

help of the volunteers will help determine what is needed in future years.  Mr. Walker said the 

courts can allocate the criminal element to doing volunteer work for a 501c3’s – as part of 

community service they can assign people to the Friends to help with the garden.  Ms. Steele said 

the WWAM group is a great source of assistance.  Mr. Carrio said people coming into the garden 

to work need to know how to do gardening work, but will keep this suggestion in mind.  Ms. 

Mungioli asked if an increase was budgeted for expenses.  Ms. Ford said salaries are increased, 

but expenses are based on what was spent last year and what the anticipated needs are going to be 

next year, so a percentage is not built in for inflation.  Ms. Mungioli said with how prices are 

going up, she’s concerned if don’t have enough built in to the increase, things might cost a lot 

more and the contingency might be absorbed quickly by some of the other purchases you need for 
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operations; she suggested checking with vendors.  Ms. Ford indicated the telephones and 

computers are through Oakland Township.  Ms. Buxar said this is built into the Township’s 

budget. Ms. Steele thought the increase from the license fees could go toward the contingency 

fee.  Ms. Buxar noted the line item for bonuses has been zeroed out after 2020, and then if 

bonuses are granted in December, we’ll have to redo the budget and re-approve it with the 

bonuses.  She indicated bonuses are illegal.  Ms. Ford said this is not typical, last year was the 

first time bonuses were given.  Ms. Buxar suggested adding bonuses into the budget; it could 

always be adjusted.  If not used, it could be added to the fund balance.  Ms. Steele will find out if 

bonuses are illegal as stated by Ms. Buxar and we can adjust the budget.  For right now, leave this 

out.  Ms. Ford summarized the only change right now is to add additional money into the 

contingency line item from the license fee increase.  Mr. Elwert asked if we should consistently 

budget a 1% or 2% increase to the communities each year so that can be expected.  Ms. Ford will 

forward to the Commission historical information on when increases occurred.  Ms. Steele agreed 

we should put in a 2% increase automatically each year.  Ms. Ford will adjust the budget.  She 

said we have not gotten the contract for the patrol program, but is anticipating a 2-3% increase for 

mounted patrol; hopefully this will be on next month’s agenda.  She asked if there should be a 

change in the cost of the patrol program to the communities as no increase is included in the draft 

budget for them, but a 3% increase is included in the line item expense.  Ms. Steele suggested 

adding 2% to each community for the patrol program.  Ms. Ford said it’s $10,000 for mounted 

patrol but it’s $15,706 if you include the bike patroller’s salary, FICA and equipment, so it’s  

$1,000 less from what we’re asking from the communities, with the Commission paying the 

difference.  Ms. Steele suggested the communities’ expense be increased to cover this.  Ms. Ford 

commented the last time the patrol contract was presented, a representative from the Sheriff’s 

office was present to answer questions, and asked if we should invite someone here next month.  

The consensus is to have a representative present.  Ms. Ford then asked if anyone had thoughts 

about her adding in the document scanning as a project for next year.  The consensus was to leave 

it in.  The draft budget will be brought back next month for approval.   

 

DISCUSSION/APPROVAL:  PCTC Bench Donation Policy:  A memo was included in the 

packet.  Ms. Ford indicated it came to her attention last week a bench on the trail was in really 

bad shape, so Oakland Township Parks went out and they recommended it be replaced.  She 

doesn’t know what to do as the benches are purchased by donations and the Commission does not 

budget for replacement.  She reviewed the current bench donation policy and made a few changes 

based on what we are doing with bench donations in the office as well as coming up with a policy 

when these situations happen.  She suggests we contact the donor to see if they would like to 

make another gift to replace it, and if we can’t reach them, we’ll ask them to give us a secondary 

contact, and if both parties say no, then we would let someone on the donation list (20 people 

waiting) to take over the spot and purchase the bench.  This was based on the City of Rochester’s 

policy, so they maintain it for 10 years and then give people the option to continue if it needs to 

be replaced, and if not, another donor takes over.  She also suggests changing it from payment 

due on delivery to a 50% deposit in case someone changes their mind.  Mr. Elwert suggested we 

require 100% deposit as Rochester Hills does.  He was also surprised to see different costs 

associated with the bench, as Rochester Hills charges a flat fee.  Just charging $1,500 for a bench 

for 10 years is an idea – Rochester Hills has been charging $1,000 for the last few years, and are 

raising the cost to $1,500 next year; they are also looking doubling the fee to have the bench in 

perpetuity.  This also makes it easier for staff.  Ms. Steele asked if we are still offering $100 to 

the municipalities to do the installation.  Ms. Ford said $100 to each municipality is still included 

for installation and added a $100 administration fee, because the Commission gets nothing right 

now.  Right now, the donors write a check for the cost of the bench, the plaque, the freight and 

$100 for installation.  Mr. Elwert asked what the cost is.  Ms. Gray said about $900.  Mr. Elwert 

said a flat fee of $1,500 would include all these charges and staff would not have to track them.  
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Ms. Buxar asked who the subject bench is for; Ms. Ford indicated the Nicholsons.  Ms. Gray 

asked if anyone knows if any of the family is still in the area, as she has not been able to locate 

anyone.  Ms. Buxar do her best to get will contact information.  She likes the idea, but doesn’t 

think a memorial should be a profit making venture; maybe if we add an administration fee.  She 

likes the perpetuity idea because it’s a memorial and who is supposed to keep the benches 

maintained.  If the extra money is being charged for maintenance, that’s one thing.  Ms. Ford said 

the policy says the bench should be maintained in cooperation with the local municipality for a 

minimum 10 years in or near their original location.  Ms. Buxar asked if the donors know this.  

Ms. Ford doesn’t know if the policy has been handed out to the donors, but it is on the website.  

She will implement handing out the policy to all donors.  Ms. Dalrymple asked if the benches are 

recycled plastic and Ms. Ford responded yes.  Ms. Dalrymple said in theory there shouldn’t be 

any maintenance; clearly the bench in question is an old one made from wood.  Ms. Steele said 

the one suggestion was to raise the fee to $1,500.  Ms. Ford added the plaque can be given back 

to the family should they not want to purchase a replacement bench.  It was suggested this also be 

added to the policy.  Mr. Sage agrees with having one fee referred to assembly, installation and 

administration for $200.  Mr. Elwert again commented he likes the idea of one flat fee to include 

everything.  Ms. Ford indicated the cost of a bench now is $900 which includes the $100 for 

installation to the municipality, and she’s proposing another $100 for staff administrative time, 

which is $1,000 total.  Mr. Elwert said we could amend his suggestion down to a $1,250 flat fee 

per bench with payment due at time of order.  He said the policy states arm rests are optional, but 

they are required by ADA rules.  This statement will be eliminated from the policy.  Ms. Ford 

will also make sure the list of donated benches/families is put on the website.  The policy, 

effective January 1st, will be revised per suggestions and a clean version as well as a red-lined 

version will be brought back to the Commission for approval next month under the Consent 

Agenda.  Ms. Buxar commented we are sitting in a whole building donated by the Nicholson’s.  If 

the family can’t be located, the plaque could be displayed in the building.   

 

DISCUSSION:  Upcoming Grant Opportunities & Trail Capital Improvement Projects:  

Ms. Ford explained there are two upcoming grant opportunities, the first one is the Ralph C. 

Wilson Legacy Funds which is a design and access fund administered by the Community 

Foundation for Southeast Michigan – these funds can be considered for pre-planning 

development and/or construction costs of projects related to increasing the walk-ability and bike-

ability of local communities and/or increasing outdoor recreational activities within the region.  

These grants are going to range between $10,000 and $50,000, the application deadline is 

December 10th.  The awardees will be notified in late April, and the grant time period is May 1, 

2022 through April 30, 2023.  The other one is the Oakland County Community Grant Program 

for Trails and Parks Improvement; these guidelines have not been put out yet, but she looked at 

the Oakland County Parks Commission meeting packet, so the proposed guidelines may change 

depending on what those Commissioners decide, but it gives a base on what they are looking for.  

The funds can be used for trail planning design or engineering, so pre-development or 

development and construction.  The priority for that program is closing gaps or making 

connections to planned trail networks and systems within Oakland County.  Projects should fill 

gaps, connect key locations or existing pathways, or otherwise be part of a larger trail planning 

effort.  No stand-alone projects will be considered unless they are part of a larger coordinated 

effort.  For fiscal year 2022, there’s 1.2 million dedicated for these programs, $750,000 of this is 

allotted for the Trailways Grant program.  For pre-development grants, they are proposing $5,000 

minimum with $20,000 maximum; for development grants is $5,000 minimum, $200,000 

maximum.  This grant does require a 25% match for these grants.  The first round of funding 

applications is due in mid-January.  It does require that grant applications must be submitted by a 

village, city or township – there was nothing in there about a trailways commission, so she’s not 

sure how this plays out.  The projects also must be approved in an adopted plan including the 
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five-year Parks & Recreation Plan that we complete, and they will be announcing those in April 

2022.  Also included in the packet is our capital improvement schedule for the current Master 

Plan, and we’ve completed quite a bit of it.  There are only three projects that are not completed 

or in progress, the development of the Southeast Rochester property, a Phase Three Art Project in 

Orion Township and replacing Bridge 31.7 in Rochester at Dinosaur Hill.  She asked for 

Commission thoughts on whether we should apply for either of these grants and what projects we 

should apply for.  For the county grant, projects should start no later than the date the grant 

agreement is executed anticipated in May the following year for costs to be eligible for 

reimbursement; completion of development projects should last no longer than one year, 

development projects should last no longer than three years.  Ms. Steele said in previous 

discussions, Rochester had said they didn’t want to maintain the park across from Bloomer Park 

and we took it off the table when we had funds, but now we have the opportunity and asked what 

Rochester thinks.  Mr. Sage said he thinks they could fund this and will approach his Council.  

Ms. Steele commented the engineering for this project has been done.  Ms. Ford indicated the 

engineering and plans were done for this project as part of the resurfacing project in 2019, but it 

was taken out because we didn’t think we had enough funds for the resurfacing, which was wrong 

as we had $100,000 extra done when done.  These plans were done, which included an 

observation deck overlooking the river, resurfacing the existing trail and also putting in an access 

path down to the river with a kayak landing site.  The City had said they had spoken to the 

Clinton River Watershed Council and they thought it was a dangerous location to launch kayaks 

from.  Mr. Carrio commented there were also plans at one time to do a development that 

overlooked the river as part of the Moutrie memorial, and this plan was designed.  Ms. Ford 

indicated this would not be eligible for the County grant because it has to be in the Master Plan.  

For the Wilson Funds, she doesn’t remember how much the cost of the project was, but they only 

do up to $50,000.  Ms. Steele asked about the bridge – Ms. Ford said we don’t have any 

engineering studies done on the bridge, the last inspection was done several years ago, and 

thought Rochester was going to do one next year, but there are a lot of trees stuck there again, this 

is a continuing problem and part of it is the design of the bridge because the footings are in the 

river.  Ms. Steele asked if we’re at the point where we get a grant to do the engineering study for 

the bridge.  Ms. Ford said in order to apply for an MNRTF grant we have to have this in place.  

The Oakland County grant includes trail planning, design, and engineering pre-development.  A 

question was asked if we get the engineering done are we obligated to complete the project.  Ms. 

Ford will ask the grant coordinator.  The grant requires that the municipality has to be the one 

applying, so she’s not sure if Rochester would have to apply on behalf of the Commission or 

complete the application themselves.  Ms. Steele asked if there was a grant we could apply for, 

for the project at Bloomer.  Ms. Ford said the quotes were approximately $80,000 for this project, 

and doesn’t know if we took out the path to the water how much that would save.  She’s 

assuming it would be higher now as the quotes are from two years ago.  Ms. Steele asked what is 

needed to move forward with the bridge engineering and the Bloomer project.  Ms. Ford needs a 

commitment from Rochester that they are willing to apply for the County grant, if the grant 

guidelines come out and say only municipalities can apply.  If we want to apply for the Wilson 

funding, what project should we apply for.  Ms. Steele suggested we apply for both the bridge 

engineering study and the Bloomer project.  Mr. Elwert asked what the maximum grant is for pre-

development projects; Ms. Ford responded $25,000 and you have to put up 25%.  Mr. Sage 

indicated $25,000 probably won’t be enough.  Ms. Ford said we could apply for both grants for 

the same project.  Mr. Elwert suggested asking if the Wilson funding would cover the bridge 

engineering.  Ms. Ford will find out if this project would fit the parameters of the guidelines; the 

deadline is December 10th.  Ms. Steele asked if staff has enough direction to ask questions and to 

get with Rochester to see what we do, and bring back recommendations based on the findings at 

the next meeting.  Ms. Ford said yes, and may start on the application in the meantime.  She 

indicated the guidelines for the County grant are coming out soon so there will be more guidance 
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on this.  It is the consensus to apply for bridge engineering to both grants at this time.  Ms. 

Mungioli said last year we listed the priorities for this year, and asked if this will be done again in 

January because some of the grants say it has to be part of the Master Plan.  Do we need to add 

any new priorities to the Master Plan?  That way, they would be in the Master Plan, so when a 

grant comes along it’s already in the Plan.  She suggested amending the Master Plan to include 

other projects that should be added even if it’s five or 10 years out.  Amending the Plan involves 

public input that a consultant would assist with.  The DNR requires a five year plan, and is 

updated at the end of this period.  Ms. Ford indicated our Plan is good through 2024, and we’d 

have to go through the whole process to amend it.  Ms. Ford will get the questions raised tonight 

answered, get back with Mr. Sage relative to the bridge and bring recommendations to the next 

meeting.  If the engineering project doesn’t meet the guidelines, we could find out if the Bloomer 

project would.   

 

REPORT:  Bald Mountain Recreation Area – Proposed Paint Creek Bridge Plans:  A plan 

for the Bald Mountain Recreation proposed Paint Creek Bridge was included in the packet.   

MOTION by Walker, seconded by Buxar, Moved, to receive and file the report. 

Ayes: All Nays: None      MOTION CARRIED. 

 

MANAGER’S REPORT:  Summarizing the written report, Ms. Ford indicated there has been 

graffiti in Rochester Hills and Oakland Township and has commitments from both communities 

this will be cleaned up.  All the license invoices were sent out.  The Lake Orion DDA Turkey 

Trot event has been cancelled.  A second Invasive Species treatment for phragmites in Rochester 

Hills occurred on the trail on October 5th.  Ms. Gray had a conversation with the people who 

provided the spikes for the Recognition Ceremonies, and they are willing to sell the mold for 

$150; the spikes we would have to locate elsewhere because he gets them off a rail track.  He 

offered to produce 30 of the shields which are attached to the spikes for $2.00 each.  Staff wants 

to continue to support his business if we have the need to make more spikes, but we may not need 

anymore as we have enough for the next recognition ceremony in December.  Ms. Ford will go 

ahead and purchase the mold and shields.  She reminded everyone of the next Friends Group 

meeting on December 9th, and confirmed our December meeting will be held as planned on the 

21st.  Clearing has been completed at Paint Creek Junction, grading and installation of most of the 

culverts is done, the well and hydrant installation and most of the aggregate for the parking lot 

and connector path has been laid, parking blocks and concrete work except for the pad around the 

restroom are complete.  They still need to finish grading, rain garden, landscaping, asphalt, 

installation of restrooms, signage and removal of debris from the site.   

 

COMMISSIONER REPORTS:  Mr. Peltier indicated he’s holding a fund-raiser A Mother’s 

Wish.  Ms. Steele is excited about the trailhead, and thanked the Commission for all their hard 

work.  The Personnel Committee needs to meet soon. 

 

ADJOURNMENT OF REGULAR MEETING: 

MOTION by Elwert, seconded by Walker, Moved, to adjourn the Regular Meeting at 9:00 p.m.  

Ayes:  All Nays:  None      MOTION CARRIED. 

 

NEXT REGULAR MEETING:  November 16, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. – Paint Creek Cider Mill 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

__________________________________ ___________________________________ 

MELISSA FORD, Trail Manager  DAVID BECKER, Secretary 
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            Paint Creek Trailways Commission

         Treasurer's Report - Flagstar Bank

Balance: 1-Oct-21

Checking Balance 156,903.56$    

Outstanding Checks (3518,3523,3526,3527,3528,3529) 6,076.00$         

150,827.56$      

Revenues:

Oat Soda Lake Orion - 2021 LDBW Sponsorship 100.00$            

Dillman & Upton - 2021 License Fee 4,000.00$         

Interest Income - October 2021 Interest Income 6.01$                

Total Revenues 4,106.01$         

154,933.57$      

Expenditures:

3530 - Accident Fund Insurance - 2021 Workers Compensation Premium 814.00$            

3531 - American Speedy Printing - Brochure Printing 1,385.00$         

3532 - Chase Card Services - Credit Card Purchases 1,965.27$         

3533 - Oakland County - Mounted Patrol July 2021 622.72$            

3534 - Oakland Twp. Parks & Rec. - 3rd Qtr. Wages/FICA, 15,034.63$      

Shared Copier Costs

3535 - Rochester Sign Shop - Deposit, Road Crossing Signs 16,125.00$      

3536 - Sandi DiSipio - September 2021 Recorders Fee 235.00$            

Total Expenditures 36,181.62$      

118,751.95$      

Balance: 31-Oct-21

Checking Balance 119,456.95$    

Outstanding Checks (3523,3529,3536) 705.00$            

TRAILWAYS COMMISSION BALANCE 118,751.95$      

Signed By:              ___________________________________      ________________________________________________________________ ________________________________

   Trailways Commission Treasurer                                Trail Manager

Date:  _____________________________ ________________________________

October 2021

14



 
 

Resolution #2021-003 
2022 Paint Creek Trailways Commission Meeting Schedule 

 
MOTION by _________, supported by _________, Resolved, that the 
Paint Creek Trailways Commission establishes the 2022 Regular Meeting 
Schedule as the third Tuesday of each month as follows: 
 
January 18, 2022   
Paint Creek Cider Mill 

July 19, 2022 
City of Rochester Municipal Offices 

February 15, 2022 
Paint Creek Cider Mill 

August 16, 2022 
City of Rochester Municipal Offices 

March 15, 2022 
Paint Creek Cider Mill 

September 20, 2022 
City of Rochester Municipal Offices 

April 19, 2022  
City of Rochester Municipal Offices 

October 18, 2022 
Paint Creek Cider Mill 

May 17, 2022 
City of Rochester Municipal Offices 

November 15, 2022 
Paint Creek Cider Mill 

June 21, 2022 
City of Rochester Municipal Offices 

December 20, 2022 
Paint Creek Cider Mill 

 
 
 
Further Resolved, that the Paint Creek Trailways Commission Meetings will 
begin at 7:00 PM, Michigan Time and will be held at the Paint Creek Cider Mill, 
4480 Orion Road, Oakland Township, Michigan or the City of Rochester 
Municipal Offices, 400 Sixth Street, Rochester, Michigan unless otherwise noted. 
 
 
Ayes:   
 
Nays:   
 
MOTION     
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MEMO 
 
To:  Commissioners, Alternates, & Staff 
From:  Melissa Ford, Trail Manager 
Subject: PCTC Bench Donation Policy 
Date:  November 9, 2021 

 
 
 
A redlined and clean copy of the updated bench policy based on suggestions made at the October 
meeting follows this memo. 
 
The Arlington model bench that the Commission currently purchases has a 20-year warranty. 
 
Trail staff has reached t0 members of the Nicholson family about the bench needing to be replaced in 
Oakland Township and they have indicated that they wish to purchase a replacement bench. 
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Trailways Commission Bench Donation Policy 
Adopted: December 18, 2007 

In response to requests to provide the public an opportunity to honor family and friends, 
to meet the needs for certain capital improvements/enhancements to the trail 
experience, and to enable donations to be made in a manner consistent with the 
Mission Statement of the Paint Creek Trailways Commission, the following bench 
donation policy is adopted: 

 1. The Paint Creek Trailways Commission has predetermined the design of 
 benches.  The Commission utilizes the “Arlington” model bench, purchased 
 through an approved vendor, but reserves the right to amend the bench make 
 and model based on availability. 

• All benches purchased or donated must be made of 100% recycled 
plastic. 

• Benches must be cedar in color and 6’ in length. 

• Arm rests are optional. 

 2. Dedication plaques must not exceed 2.5” x 5”, with a maximum of 50 characters.  
Additional characters are $.50 each.  Plaque must be black with white lettering.  
Text is subject to the approval of the Paint Creek Trailways Commission or their 
designee.  Plaque price is included in the cost of the bench. 

 3. The Commission desires a maximum density of no more than one bench every 
half mile where appropriate.  However, the density may be affected by factors 
such as official access points, areas of unique natural features, and road 
crossings.  Prior to the beginning of the calendar year, Commission staff shall 
provide a list and map of appropriate locations for bench placement. The annual 
placement map shall be part of the bench policy. 

• Staff will identify existing benches, wooden or otherwise, which would be 
desirable to replace with a new recycled plastic bench as their condition 
warrants. 

• Staff will identify new, open locations for benches, and communicate with the 
local municipality regarding placement, prior to providing the annual placement 
map. 

• Benches shall be ADA compliant where appropriate.   
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 4. Benches shall be maintained in cooperation with the local municipality for a 
minimum of 10 years in or near their original location.  It is the policy and/or 
desire of the Commission to keep donated benches in their location, but reserves 
the right to relocate if necessary.  We will attempt to notify the donating family in 
the event that the bench will be relocated, replaced, or removed. 

 5. In the event that a bench needs to be replaced, the Commission will contact the 
original donor and/or if necessary, their secondary contact, to see if they wish to 
readopt the bench, and if not, the bench may be replaced by another donor. If the 
original donor or their secondary contact does not wish to readopt the bench, the 
memorial plaque will be offered to be returned. 

 6. A 50% deposit Payment in full is due to the Commission prior to bench order. 
Benches will be ordered by the Commission through an approved Commission 
vendor. 

 7. When bench is installed, it becomes the property of the Trailways Commission 
and is for the use and enjoyment of the general public. 

 8. The donor has no obligation or right to maintain or tamper with the bench or the 
surrounding area.  Plantings surrounding the bench will be allowed from an 
approved list of appropriate native plant species only. 

 9. The Trailways Commission reserves the right to deny any bench donation, any 
bench location, or any bench design which does not comply with Article 1 of this 
Policy. 

10. The $1,250 price of the bench donation includes: 

• Bench 
• Plaque 
• Assembly and Installation 

o Assembly and Installation fee is $100 per bench, and is subject to change 
on an annual basis.   

• Administration Fee 
o Administration fee is $100 per bench, and is subject to change on annual 

basis.  
*Donor is responsible for confirming total cost with Trailways staff. 

 

10. Local municipality that assembles and installs bench shall be reimbursed the 
above assembly and installation fee by the Trailways Commission, to offset their 
labor and installation costs. 

11. The PCTC cannot guarantee that any bench will be installed by a specific date as 
we are dependent upon our suppliers and the availability of park maintenance 
staff.  Additionally, benches cannot be installed in the winter when the ground is 
frozen.  

12. After installation, donors will be recognized with a receive a Certificate of 
Appreciation at a Trailways Commission meeting.  Donor will also receive and a 
thank you letter that serves as a receipt for tax purposes. 
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13. List of donated benches/families to be kept and displayed in the Trailways 
Commission office and on the Trail website. 
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Trailways Commission Bench Donation Policy 

Adopted: December 18, 2007 
 

In response to requests to provide the public an opportunity to honor family and friends, 
to meet the needs for certain capital improvements/enhancements to the trail 
experience, and to enable donations to be made in a manner consistent with the 
Mission Statement of the Paint Creek Trailways Commission, the following bench 
donation policy is adopted: 

 1. The Paint Creek Trailways Commission has predetermined the design of 
 benches.  The Commission utilizes the “Arlington” model bench, purchased 
 through an approved vendor, but reserves the right to amend the bench make 
 and model based on availability. 

• All benches purchased or donated must be made of 100% recycled 
plastic. 

• Benches must be cedar in color and 6’ in length. 

2. Dedication plaques must not exceed 2.5” x 5”, with a maximum of 50 characters.  
Plaque must be black with white lettering.  Text is subject to the approval of the 
Paint Creek Trailways Commission or their designee.  Plaque price is included in 
the cost of the bench. 

 3. The Commission desires a maximum density of no more than one bench every 
half mile where appropriate.  However, the density may be affected by factors 
such as official access points, areas of unique natural features, and road 
crossings.   

• Staff will identify existing benches, wooden or otherwise, which would be 
desirable to replace with a new recycled plastic bench as their condition 
warrants. 

• Staff will identify new, open locations for benches, and communicate with the 
local municipality regarding placement, prior to providing the annual placement 
map. 

• Benches shall be ADA compliant where appropriate.   

 4. Benches shall be maintained in cooperation with the local municipality for a 
minimum of 10 years in or near their original location.  It is the policy and/or 
desire of the Commission to keep donated benches in their location, but reserves 
the right to relocate if necessary.  We will attempt to notify the donating family in 
the event that the bench will be relocated, replaced, or removed. 
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 5. In the event that a bench needs to be replaced, the Commission will contact the 
original donor and/or if necessary, their secondary contact, to see if they wish to 
readopt the bench, and if not, the bench may be replaced by another donor. If the 
original donor or their secondary contact does not wish to readopt the bench, the 
memorial plaque will be offered to be returned. 

 6. Payment in full is due to the Commission prior to bench order. Benches will be 
ordered by the Commission through an approved Commission vendor. 

 7. When bench is installed, it becomes the property of the Trailways Commission 
and is for the use and enjoyment of the general public. 

 8. The donor has no obligation or right to maintain or tamper with the bench or the 
surrounding area.  Plantings surrounding the bench will be allowed from an 
approved list of appropriate native plant species only. 

 9. The Trailways Commission reserves the right to deny any bench donation, any 
bench location, or any bench design which does not comply with Article 1 of this 
Policy. 

10. The $1,250 price of the bench donation includes: 

• Bench 
• Plaque 
• Assembly and Installation 
• Administration Fee 

11. Local municipality that assembles and installs bench shall be reimbursed by the 
Trailways Commission, to offset their labor and installation costs. 

12. The PCTC cannot guarantee that any bench will be installed by a specific date as 
we are dependent upon our suppliers and the availability of park maintenance 
staff.  Additionally, benches cannot be installed in the winter when the ground is 
frozen.  

13. After installation, donor will receive a Certificate of Appreciation and a thank you 
letter that serves as a receipt for tax purposes. 

14. List of donated benches/families to be kept in the Trailways Commission office 
and on the Trail website. 
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ANY PROPRIETOR/PARTNER/EXECUTIVE
OFFICER/MEMBER EXCLUDED?

INSR ADDL SUBR
LTR INSD WVD

PRODUCER CONTACT
NAME:

FAXPHONE
(A/C, No):(A/C, No, Ext):

E-MAIL
ADDRESS:

INSURER A :

INSURED INSURER B :

INSURER C :

INSURER D :

INSURER E :

INSURER F :

POLICY NUMBER POLICY EFF POLICY EXPTYPE OF INSURANCE LIMITS(MM/DD/YYYY) (MM/DD/YYYY)

AUTOMOBILE LIABILITY

UMBRELLA LIAB

EXCESS LIAB

WORKERS COMPENSATION
AND EMPLOYERS' LIABILITY

DESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS / LOCATIONS / VEHICLES  (ACORD 101, Additional Remarks Schedule, may be attached if more space is required)

AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

EACH OCCURRENCE $
DAMAGE TO RENTEDCLAIMS-MADE OCCUR $PREMISES (Ea occurrence)

MED EXP (Any one person) $

PERSONAL & ADV INJURY $

GEN'L AGGREGATE LIMIT APPLIES PER: GENERAL AGGREGATE $
PRO-POLICY LOC PRODUCTS - COMP/OP AGGJECT 

OTHER: $
COMBINED SINGLE LIMIT

$(Ea accident)
ANY AUTO BODILY INJURY (Per person) $
OWNED SCHEDULED

BODILY INJURY (Per accident) $AUTOS ONLY AUTOS
HIRED NON-OWNED PROPERTY DAMAGE

$AUTOS ONLY AUTOS ONLY (Per accident)

$

OCCUR EACH OCCURRENCE
CLAIMS-MADE AGGREGATE $

DED RETENTION $
PER OTH-
STATUTE ER

E.L. EACH ACCIDENT

E.L. DISEASE - EA EMPLOYEE $
If yes, describe under

E.L. DISEASE - POLICY LIMITDESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS below

INSURER(S) AFFORDING COVERAGE NAIC #

COMMERCIAL GENERAL LIABILITY

Y / N
N / A

(Mandatory in NH)

SHOULD ANY OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED POLICIES BE CANCELLED BEFORE
THE    EXPIRATION    DATE    THEREOF,    NOTICE   WILL   BE   DELIVERED   IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE POLICY PROVISIONS.

THIS  IS  TO  CERTIFY  THAT  THE  POLICIES  OF  INSURANCE  LISTED  BELOW HAVE BEEN ISSUED TO THE INSURED NAMED ABOVE FOR THE POLICY PERIOD
INDICATED.    NOTWITHSTANDING  ANY  REQUIREMENT,  TERM  OR  CONDITION  OF  ANY  CONTRACT OR OTHER DOCUMENT WITH RESPECT TO WHICH THIS
CERTIFICATE  MAY  BE  ISSUED  OR  MAY  PERTAIN,  THE  INSURANCE  AFFORDED  BY  THE  POLICIES  DESCRIBED  HEREIN IS SUBJECT TO ALL THE TERMS,
EXCLUSIONS AND CONDITIONS OF SUCH POLICIES. LIMITS SHOWN MAY HAVE BEEN REDUCED BY PAID CLAIMS.

THIS  CERTIFICATE  IS  ISSUED  AS  A  MATTER  OF  INFORMATION  ONLY AND CONFERS NO RIGHTS UPON THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER. THIS
CERTIFICATE  DOES  NOT  AFFIRMATIVELY  OR  NEGATIVELY  AMEND,  EXTEND  OR  ALTER  THE  COVERAGE  AFFORDED  BY THE POLICIES
BELOW.    THIS  CERTIFICATE  OF  INSURANCE  DOES  NOT  CONSTITUTE  A  CONTRACT  BETWEEN  THE ISSUING INSURER(S), AUTHORIZED
REPRESENTATIVE OR PRODUCER, AND THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER.
IMPORTANT:    If  the  certificate holder is an ADDITIONAL INSURED, the policy(ies) must have ADDITIONAL INSURED provisions or be endorsed.
If  SUBROGATION  IS  WAIVED,  subject  to  the  terms and conditions of the policy, certain policies may require an endorsement.  A statement on
this certificate does not confer rights to the certificate holder in lieu of such endorsement(s).

COVERAGES CERTIFICATE NUMBER: REVISION NUMBER:

CERTIFICATE HOLDER CANCELLATION

© 1988-2015 ACORD CORPORATION.  All rights reserved.ACORD 25 (2016/03)

CERTIFICATE OF LIABILITY INSURANCE DATE (MM/DD/YYYY)

$

$

$

$

$

The ACORD name and logo are registered marks of ACORD

10/22/2021

(248) 681-2100 (248) 681-0362

29459

Giffin, Inc.
1900 Brown Road
Auburn Hills, MI 48326

27120
12305

A 1,000,000

X 35ECSOF7833 6/1/2021 6/1/2022 1,000,000
see remarks 10,000

1,000,000
5,000,000
2,000,000

100000 SIR
1,000,000B

35UENBK5532 6/1/2021 6/1/2022

10,000,000A
35XSON1773 6/1/2021 6/1/2022 10,000,000

C
WCV6083570 6/1/2021 6/1/2022 1,000,000

1,000,000
1,000,000

Additional Excess Liability:Markel American Insurance Company Policy MKLM3EUE100961 Effective 06-01-21 to 06-01-22 $10,000,000 excess of Hartford 
Policy #35XSON1773 $10,000,000.

The Paint Creek Trailways Commission, its officers, employees, and agents are Additional Insureds with respect to the General Liability and arising out of the 
named insureds operations at their Charity 5K run/walk being held at Paint Creek Trail in Rochester, MI on November 18, 2021, if required in a written contract.

Paint Creek Trailways Commission
Attn:  Trail Manager
4393 Collins Road
Rochester Hills, MI 48306

GIFFINC-01 KHON

The Huttenlocher Group
1007 W. Huron Street
Waterford, MI 48328

Kristie L. Hon, CIC, CISR

kristieh@hgway.com

Twin City Fire Insurance Company
Trumbull Insurance Company
Accident Fund National Insurance Company

X

X
X

X

X

X

X
X
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MEMO 

To: Commissioners, Alternates & Staff 
From: Melissa Ford, Trail Manager 
Subject: Oakland County Sheriff Mounted Patrol 
Date: November 10, 2021 

Lt. Miles from the Oakland County Sheriff’s Department will be at the meeting to 
discuss the Sheriff Department’s mounted patrol of the Trail. 

At this time, the Sheriff’s Department does not have a new contract for the Commission 
to review as contract pricing has not yet been determined. Negotiations are still ongoing 
with the deputies. A new contract is not expected for a couple of weeks but the county 
anticipates a 4-5% increase. The draft budget reflects a 5% increase in the rate. 
Hopefully, a new contract will be available for review at the December Commission 
meeting. 

Please see below for the pricing from our current contract: 

Oakland County Sheriff’s Office 2019-2021 Law Enforcement Services 
Agreement with Paint Creek Trailways Commission: 
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MEMO 

To: Commissioners, Alternates, & Staff 
From: Melissa Ford, Trail Manager  
Subject:   2022 Draft Budget – Paint Creek Trailways Commission 
Date: November 10, 2021 

A draft budget based on past budget history, current Commission projects and future plans is 
included in your packet for your review. I have also included a projected budget for 2023.  

Here are the highlights: 

Revenue: 
• I am recommending that the current request from each member community for operations

is increased by 2%.
• I am recommending that the current request from each member community for the patrol

program is increased to reflect an anticipated 5% increase in the deputies’ rate.
• I expect at least $1,300 from our MMRMA Asset Distribution.

Expenses: 
• For the Assistant Manager position, I am recommending a 2% increase.
• For the Bike Patroller position, I am recommending a 2% increase
• Assuming the Personnel Committee recommends a 2% increase and that the Commission

accepts, I have increased the Trail Manager salary budget.
• I am recommending a $5/meeting rate increase for the Recorder’s Fee.
• I’ve increased the Mounted Patrol budget based on an 5% anticipated wage increases for the

deputies.
• I added costs for documents scanning based on the estimate we received from the scanning

vendor for the project.
• I have increased the amount budgeted for miscellaneous/contingency expenses.

Legal Services Project Budget 

I have revised the revenue from license fees to reflect the increases planned for 2022. I have budgeted 
an additional $1,500 for license preparation fees this year for the Trail attorney to negotiate new 
licenses agreements and fees as appropriate with licensees.  

Special Project Budgets 

At this time, there are no special projects scheduled for 2022. The budget may need to be 
amended if the Commission receives any grants for special projects in 2022. 
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2022 Draft Budget
October 19, 2021
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2020 2021 2022 Difference 2023
Final Approved Draft from 2020 Projected

$72,000 $72,000 $73,440 $0 $74,908
18,360
18,360
18,360
18,360

$14,392 $14,680 $15,901 $1,221 $16,521
1,250
2,679
9,652
2,320

Interest $204 $300 $300 $0 $300
n/a $0 $0 $0 $0
$0 $0 $0 $0 $0

$2,001 $200 $200 $0 $200
$11,067 $5,134 $11,500 $6,366 $11,500

$0 $3,000 $0 -$3,000 $0
$0 $500 $500 $0 $500
$0 $0 $0 $0 $0
$0 $1,000 $1,000 $0 $1,000

$1,412 $850 $1,250 $400 $2,500
$140 $70 $70 $0 $70

n/a $1,750 n/a n/a
$46,250 $0 $0 $0 $0

$1,975 $1,900 $1,300 -$600 $1,300
$149,441 $101,384 $105,461 $4,077 $108,799

Office
$523 $504 $550 -$46 $600

$0 $100 $400 -$300 $1,000
$517 $700 $975 -$275 $1,250
$626 $1,500 $1,750 -$250 $2,000

Rent $5,000 $6,250 $6,250 $0 $6,750
$149 $500 $500 $0 $550
$558 $600 $925 -$325 $1,550

$1,412 $850 $1,250 -$400 $2,500
$0 $0 $0 $0 $0

$8,785 $11,004 $12,600 -$1,596 $16,200

Office Materials & Supplies
Office Operating Expenses

Postage
Office & Trail Equipment
Bench donations
Restroom Maintenance
Subtotal

Bench Donations
Temporary Permit Fees

Program/Project Grants
MMRMA Asset Distribution

Total Revenue

EXPENSES

Telephone and Computer Network Services
Office Furnishings

Rochester Hills
Oakland Township
Orion Township

Trailways Saleable Items
Miscellaneous/Donations
Transfer from Legal Services
Trail Brochure Sponsorship
National Trails Day Sponsorship

Labor Day Bridge Walk Sponsorship
Labor Day Bridge Walk Donations

Adopt-a-Trail

Transfer from Fund Balance for Rent & Recognition 

REVENUE
Member Unit Contribution for Commission and Office Operations and Staff

Rochester
Rochester Hills
Oakland Township
Orion Township

Rochester
Member Unit Contribution for Patrol Program, based on community mileage
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2022 Draft Budget
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2020 2021 2022 Difference 2023
$71 $300 $350 -$50 $400
$0 $175 $250 -$75 $325

$5,390 $4,900 $5,500 -$600 $5,500
$5,461 $5,375 $6,100 -$725 $6,225

$3,600 $3,700 $3,800 -$100 $3,900
$4,018 $4,050 $4,100 -$50 $4,200

$814 $850 $900 -$50 $950
$3,055 $3,055 $3,120 -$65 $3,120

$11,487 $11,655 $11,920 -$265 $12,170

$0 $225 $500 -$275 $750
$0 $3,000 $0 $3,000 $0
$0 $318 $1,100 -$782 $1,500
$0 $1,000 $1,000 $0 $1,000
$0 $600 $500 $100 $500
$0 $150 $300 -$150 $500

$40 $500 $25 $300
$40 $5,793 $3,425 $2,368 $4,550

$34,113 $33,629 $34,302 -$673 $34,988
$1,000 $0 n/a n/a
$2,686 $2,573 $2,624 -$51 $2,677

$10,433 $10,284 $10,490 -$206 $10,700
$797 $0 $0 $0 $0
$859 $787 $802 -$15 $819

$49,888 $47,273 $48,218 -$945 $49,184

$32,950 $3,355 $0 $3,355 $0
$0 $0 $0 $0 $0
$0 $0 $0 $0 $0

$199 $0 $0 $0 $0
$0 $1000 $0 $1,000 $0
$0 $400 $0 $400 $0

n/a n/a $3,850 -$3,850 $0
n/a n/a n/a $2,000

$33,149 $4,755 $3,850 $905 $2,000

$2,887 $4,949 $5,048 -$99 $5,149
$221 $379 $386 -$7 $394

$9,415 $9,730 $10,217 -$487 $10,728
$0 $0 $0 $0 $0

$223 $200 $250 -$50 $300
$12,746 $15,258 $15,901 -$643 $16,571

Bike Patrol Equipment & Misc
Subtotal

Property Acquisition Projects

Subtotal
Patrol Program
Wages - PCTC Bike Patrol
FICA/MESC-Bike  Patrol
Contracted Mounted Patrol Services
Commission Contribution to Bike Patrol Services

Wages - Manager

FICA/MESC - Manager

FICA/MESC - Asst. Trail Manager
Subtotal
Trail Projects
Signage Project

Moutrie Pollinator Garden Ribbon Cutting Ceremony

Bonus - Asst. Trail Manager
Wages - Part-time Assistant Trail Manager

2020-2024 Master Plan Revision

Trail Improvement Project - South Rochester

Bridge 33.7/Resurfacing Ribbon Cutting 

Bonus - Trail Manager

Document Scanning
40th Anniversary Celebration

Trailways Student Project
Brochures
Trail Promotional Items
Labor Day Bridge Walk
National Trails Day
Trail Etiquette Program

Subtotal
Administrative Personnel

Recognition Ceremony

Education/Memberships
Per Diems
Subtotal
Insurance/Professional Services (other than legal)
Auditing Fee for FY 2019
Insurance (MMRMA)

Recorders Fee
Subtotal
Publicity/Raising awareness/Educational Projects

Worker's Compensation Insurance

Staff Travel/Training/Development
Travel/Mileage
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2020 2021 2022 Difference 2023

$0 $0 $0 $0 $0
$58 $0 $0 $0 $0
$58 $0 $0 $0 $0

$190 $271 $3,447 -$3,176 $1,899
$27,637 $0 $0 $0 $0

$27,827 $271 $3,447 -$3,176 $1,899

$149,441 $101,384 $105,461 -$4,077 $108,799

$0 $0 $0 $0 $0

2020 2021 2022 Difference 2023

$0 $0 $0 $0 $0
$12,267 $7,134 $14,000 $6,866 $14,000

$0 $0 $0 $0 $0
$0 $1500 $1,500 $0
$0 $0 $0 $0 $0

$12,267 $8,634 $15,500 $6,866 $14,000

$0 $0 $0 $0 $0
$0 $1500 $2,000 -$500 $0

$11,067 $5,134 $11,500 -$6,366 $11,500
$0 $0 $0 $0 $0

$1,200 $1,500 $1,500 $0 $1,500
$0 $500 $500 $0 $500

$12,267 $8,634 $15,500 -$6,866 $13,500

Revenue Minus Expenses - Legal $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

2020 2021 2022 2023

$0 $0 $0 $0
$6,871 $0 $0 $0

$158,011 n/a $0 $0
$2,758 $0 $0 $0

$167,640 $0 $0 $0

$0 $0 $0 $0
$0 $0 $0 $0
$0 n/a $0 $0
$0 $0 $0 $0

Source of Funds
Paint Creek Trailways Commission Fund Balance
Member Unit Contributions
MNRTF Reimbursement 

Tree Removal

Bridge 33.7 Renovation 

Special Project Budget - Bridge Renovation Project

Design Engineering

Total Revenue

EXPENSES

Legal Services

Ralph C. Wilson Foundation

Legal Retainer
License Preparation Fees
Transfer to Operating Budget
Advance License Fees Carried Forward
Legal Services
Unallocated

Total Expenses

Total Expenses

Revenue minus Expenses

2019 Legal Services Project Budget

REVENUES
Member Unit Contribution
License Fees
License Fees Paid in Advance

New License Preparation Fees
Total Revenue

Transfer From Fund Balance

Printing/Logo Expenses
Trail Saleable Items

Subtotal

Miscellaneous/Contingency
Transfer to fund balance
Subtotal

EXPENSES

Master Plan Printing
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$6,871 $0 $0 $0
$4,788 $0 $0 $0

$225 n/a $0 $0
$152,393 n/a $0 $0

$5,999 n/a $0 $0
$170,276 $0 $0 $0

2020 2021 2022 2023

$0 $0 $0 $0
$4,768 $0 $0 $0

n/a $0 $0 $0
$0 $0 $0 $0

$87,662 n/a $0 $0
$92,430 $0 $0 $0

$0 $0 $0 $0
$19,482 $0 $0 $0

$0 $0 $0 $0
$0 $0 $0

$68,180 $0 $0 $0
$4,768 $0 $0 $0

$92,430 $0 $0 $0

2020 2021 2022 2023

$700 $0 $0 $0
$9,348 $0 $0 $0

Donation $0 $1,000 $0 $0
$2,000 n/a $0 $0

$184 n/a $0 $0
$12,232 $1,000 $0 $0

Expenses
Deposit $0 $0 $0 $0

$0 $0 $0 $0
$2,700 n/a $0 $0
$8,558 n/a $0 $0

$184 n/a $0 $0
$790 n/a $0 $0

Bike Rack $1,000 $0 $0
$12,232 $1,000 $0 $0

Community Foundation of Greater Rochester
Weigand's Nursery

Split Rail Fence
Garden Construction
Reimbursement to PCT Friends for Weigand's 
Informational Sign

Recognition Plaques
MNRTF Reimbursement to OTPRC
Stairway at Bridge 33.7

Friends of the Paint Creek Trail

Trail Surface Construction Engineering

Legal Services

Paint Creek Trailways Commission Fund Balance

Temporary Sign

Special Project Budget - Trail Resurfacing

Bear Creek Nature Park

Special Project Budget - Pollinator Garden

Source of Funds

Friends of the Paint Creek Trail
Paint Creek Trailways Commission Fund Balance

Construction

Total Expenses

Rochester Hills Educational Path Engineering

MNRTF Reimbursement

Trail Surface Design Engineering

Source of Funds

Member Unit Contributions

Total Revenue

Total Expenses

Total Expenses

Construction Engineering
Soundpost Audio Sign

Ralph C. Wilson Jr., Foundation

Total Revenue

EXPENSES
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 $      86,232.00 
 $ -   
 $        1,500.00 

Balance  $  84,732.00 

 $             720 
 $             100 
 $             974 

Subtotal 1,794$       

 $  84,732.00 
1,794.00$     

 $  86,526.00 

2022 Total Restricted Funds for future expenditures
Rochester Art Project - Maintenance fund
Art Project Brochure (Greenbaum)

2022 Unrestricted Fund Balance
2022 Restricted Fund Balance

Moutrie Pollinator Garden Maintenance

2022 Total Fund Balance (as of 10/19/21)

2022 Unrestricted Subtractions (Legal & Special Projects)

2021 Unrestricted Fund Balance
2022 Unrestricted Additions
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The following table details the Paint Creek Trailways Commission's annual requests from 2006 – 2021.  

Operations Request History         Patrol Request History 
2006 - $16,500 
2007 - $17,061 
2008 - $17,232 (decrease from 2007) 
2009 - $17,232 
2010 - $16,887 (decrease from 2009) 
2011 - $16,549 (decrease from 2010) 
2012 - $16,549 
2013 - $16,549 
2014 - $16,549 
2015 - $17,045 (2.9% increase after 4 years) 
2016 - $17,386 (2% increase from 2015) 
2017 - $17,386 
2018 - $17,886 (a 2.9% increase from 2016) 
2019 - $18,000 (a .006% increase from 2018) 
2020 - $18,000 
2021 - $18,000 

2006 – $12,514 
2007 – $12,966 
2008 – $13,120 
2009 – $13,120 
2010 – $12,857 (2% decrease from 2009) 
2011 – $12,600 (1.9% decrease from 2010) 
2012 – $12,600 
2013 – $12,600 
2014 – $12,600 
2015 – $12,600 
2016 - $12,852 (2% increase after 4 years) 
2017 - $12,852 
2018 - $13,493 (a 4.9% increase from 2016) 
2019 - $13,493 
2020 - $14,392 (a 6.6% increase from 2019) 
2021 - $14,680 (a 2% increase from 2020) 
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MEMO 
 
To:  Commissioners, Alternates, & Staff 
From:  Melissa Ford, Trail Manager 
Subject: Upcoming Grant Opportunities & Trail Capital Improvement Projects 
Date:  November 10, 2021 

 
 
I spoke in early November with the Director of the GreenWays Initiative at the Community 
Foundation for Southeast Michigan about the two projects the Commission was interested in 
submitting for the grant. He thought both projects sounded like they fit the grant requirements and 
might be something the Foundation would be interested in supporting. However, the Commission 
may only submit one application and would need to decide which project it would like to submit. The 
reviewers are looking for projects whose impact is greater than the project itself. Projects with some 
type of a match are more attractive to the reviewers than those without. If the project cost is greater 
than the grant amount, the reviewers want to know where the additional funding will be coming from. 
The maximum the Commission can request for this grant is $50,000.  
 
On November 10th, I spoke with Blaine Wilson, Rochester City Manager, and two engineers from 
Anderson, Eckstein and Westrick, Inc., one of Rochester’s engineering firms, to discuss the two 
upcoming funding opportunities and the two projects the Commission is considering for these grants. 
AEW has agreed to develop a proposal for the design engineering for Bridge 31.7 that the Commission 
can submit for the two grants.  
 
We also discussed the Southeast Rochester project briefly and Rochester still has reservations about 
the project, specifically they have concerns about the slope of the kayak landing cite and the design. I 
plan to reach out to the city to discuss these concerns in more detail.  
 
At this time, I am recommending that the Commission apply for funding for the engineering of Bridge 
31.7 from both funding sources as the cost for the engineering of Bridge 33.7 was $64,217 in 
(2017/2018). 
 

• The Design & Access Fund administered by the Foundation for Southeast Michigan 
o Maximum award: $50,000 – no match required but projects with some type of match 

are more attractive to the reviewers 
o Applications due 12/10/2021 
o Awarded in late April 2022 
o Grant time period is May 1, 2022 – April 30, 2023 

 
• Oakland County Community Grant Programs for Trails and Park Improvement 

o Pre-Development Grants – $5,000 minimum - $25,000 maximum  
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o A minimum 25% grant match is required for all grants. 
o Application due 1/14/2022 
o Awarded in April 2022  
o One-year timeframe 
o Grant application must be submitted by city, village, or township in Oakland County. 
o Trail Development Projects must be identified in an approved/adopted plan, 

including a 5-year Parks and Recreation Plan 
 
Additionally, a third grant opportunity has come to my attention thanks to Trout Unlimited. Members 
of the organization discovered that Bridge 32.3 (north of Tienken Rd.) is on the DNR’s Fisheries 
Priority Habitat Conservation Projects list. The list identifies specific priority projects that will receive 
preference during proposal review for Fisheries Habitat grants.  
 
The DNR has identified this bridge for redesign and replacement because it is causing habitat decline 
due to in-stream pilings which allow unnatural buildup of natural log jams. They are recommending 
that the bridge be rebuilt so that it has a clear span allowing unrestricted flow of the stream in order 
to reduce erosion and restore aquatic organism passage. 
 
I reached out the DNR to find out how this bridge was added to the list. The fisheries biologist for our 
region identified the bridge as a result of past conversations through the Clinton River Coldwater 
Conservation Program and observations of it being a problem spot for trapping woody material. I 
have a meeting on November 18th with the biologist to discuss adding Bridge 31.7 to the list. The DNR 
has also been looking at some issues associated with the bridge just downstream of Dutton Rd which 
we will also discuss at the meeting. 
 
The Fisheries Habitat grant may be another option for when it comes time to apply for funding for 
Bridge 31.7 construction. The minimum grant amount is $25,000 and the maximum is the amount of 
funds available for which the project is eligible in this grant cycle fiscal year (typically up to between 
$1.5 and $1.825 million).  
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MEMO 

To: Commissioners, Alternates, & Staff 
From: Licensing Committee (Linda Gamage, Robin Buxar, Jeff Stout & David 

Walker) and Melissa Ford, Trail Manager  
Subject: Solaronics  
Date: November 10, 2021 

There have been a few developments in the potential sale of the Solaronics property. As 
you may recall, the Commission sent a letter to Solaronics in late April, stating that the 
Commission believed the property had been abandoned and that the Commission 
wished to terminate the license agreement and reclaim its property and have the land 
returned to its natural state. Solaronics’s attorney replied that the building was still in 
use and asked that the Commission withdraw its request to terminate the license 
agreement, which the Commission did.  

In July, Trail Manager Ford was contacted by a potential buyer for the property. They 
discussed his redevelopment plans for the property and the potential buyer agreed to be 
in touch as the sale progressed. 

On October 26th, Commissioner Gamage received a copy of the city of Rochester’s 
Planning Commission meeting packet for their Monday, November 1st meeting. The 
Solaronics property was on the agenda for discussion of the future redevelopment. The 
relevant pages from the meeting packet follow this memo. 

Based on this new development, Chairperson Steele requested that Trail Manager Ford 
contact the trail attorney and have her draft a letter to the Planning Commission similar 
to the one the Commission sent to Solaronics in April reiterating the Commission’s 
stance on returning the trail back to its natural state and reclaiming the Commission’s 
property. A copy of the letter follows this memo. 

Additionally, Commissioner Sage informed Trail Manager Ford that he mentioned at the 
prior Planning Commission meeting that the PCTC would be very interested in any 
discussion of future use of the Solaronics property and made it clear that Commission’s 
position will be to get out of the agreement and return the land to the Trail. The city of 
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Rochester has shared the Solaronics property legal description and map as well as the 
license agreement with Planning Commission members. 
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August 25, 2021 

Planning Commission 
City of Rochester 
400 Sixth Street 
Rochester,  MI  48307 

 Re:  Solaronics Property,  704 Woodward  

 Dear Planning Commission: 

Please accept this letter as our request to have an informal discussion and presentation regarding 
redevelopment of the Solaronics property.   We have developed initial concept sketches and would like 
the opportunity to discuss the plan and proposed uses before investing in a full submittal.   

Thank you for your consideration.  

Sincerely, 

Steve Robinson 
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Loading Dock 2,000 sf

Office Building 2,750 sf

Annex Building

Industrial  21,250 sf

Quanset Hut 4,500 sf

Pole Building 4,500 sf

Loading Dock3,750 sf

Office Building 7,150 sf

+/‐ 3.56 Acres
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26

46



Industrial  21,250 sf

27

47



28

48



Loading Dock 2,000 sf

29

49



30

50



Land 

31

51



32

52



 
ELIZABETH KUDLA SAARELA 

esaarela@rsjalaw.com 
 

27555 Executive Drive, Suite 250 
Farmington Hills, Michigan 48331 
P 248.489.4100 | F 248.489.1726 

www.rsjalaw.com 
  

 
 

          
 November 1, 2021 
 
 
 
City of Rochester 
Planning Commission 
Rochester City Hall 
400 Sixth Street 
Rochester, MI 48307 
 
Dear Honorable Council and Commission: 
 
As you know, in 2010 the Paint Creek Trailways Commission (the “Commission”) granted a license 
(the “License Agreement”) to Solaronics, Inc. for the non-exclusive use of a portion of the 
Commission’s property adjacent to Solaronics’ manufacturing facility, as more fully described in 
the attached License Agreement (the “Licensed Premises”): 
 

WHEREAS, Licensee owns land in Oakland County, Michigan, immediately adjacent to a 
portion of the Commission's Land, on which Licensee operates a manufacturing 
facility ("Licensee's Adjacent Property") 
 
WHEREAS, Licensee has been using a portion of the Commission's Land as described in 
Exhibit A, attached hereto, for the installation, replacement, use, operation, 
maintenance, and repair of the following, which is hereinafter referred to as 
the "Facility:" 
*** 
 
1.1. The Commission hereby licenses to Licensee the Licensed Premises, on a non-
exclusive basis, for the term and upon the conditions, covenants, and agreements set 
forth in this Agreement, for the sole purposes of installation, use, operation, 
maintenance, repair and replacement by Licensee of all or any portion of the 
Facility and any improvements thereon, and for any other ancillary purposes as 
provided in this Agreement. 
*** 

 
You have indicated that Solaronics intends on or is in the process of selling the property and it is 
proposed for redevelopment by the new owner.  A proposal for redevelopment is before the City 
of Rochester Planning Commission on November 1, 2021, which proposes to redevelop the 
Solaronics Facility property for use as a commercial and retail development. The License 
Agreement specifically provides that the license will terminate in the event that Solaronics: 
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City of Rochester 
Planning Commission 
November 1, 2021 
Page 2 
 
 
 

2.Term of License 
 
2.1 The License shall commence at 12:01 a.m., on the date first written above, and shall 
continue thereafter for a term of twenty-five (25) years ("Initial Term"), and for additional 
years upon exercise of an option by Licensee to extend the License for two (2) sequential 
terms of twenty-five (25) years each ("Renewal Term(s)") or until the Facility is 
abandoned or removed and no longer used by Licensee, whichever occurs first. 
 
11. Assignment  
11.1 Licensee shall not assign, sell, or transfer for collateral or for any other purpose, all 
or any of its rights or obligations under this License, nor sublicense all or any part of the 
Licensed Premises without the prior written approval of the Commission, which approval 
shall not be unreasonably withheld. Notwithstanding the foregoing to the contrary, (i) 
any sale or transfer of ownership interest in Licensee or Licensee's facility 
located on Licensee's Adjacent Property or substantially all of Licensee's 
Adjacent property to another entity that utilizes the loading dock in Licensee's 
facility for its business operations, (ii) any transfer of ownership to an entity 
controlling, controlled by or under common control with Licensee, or (iii) any transfer of 
ownership to any entity that is Licensee's successor through merger, reorganization or 
consolidation, shall not require approval of the Commission, and shall be effective 
hereunder upon the delivery of written notice to the Commission of the assignment and 
acknowledgment by the assignee of its agreement to be bound by the terms of the 
License. Upon such assignment, Licensee shall have no further liability under this License 
for any obligation or liability accruing on or after the date of such assignment. 

 
Since Solaronics, Inc. intends on selling or is in the process of transferring ownership, the license 
term has expired in accordance with Paragraph 12.1 and 11.1 of the License Agreement.  
Additionally, Solaronics, Inc. is in default of the License Agreement, in accordance with Paragraph 
9.2. Paragraph 9.1.e. defines a default to include “abandonment of the facility by licensee.”  
 
Therefore, in accordance with Paragraphs 2.1 and 11.1 a Termination of the License Agreement 
should be executed by Solaronics and the purchaser of the Solaronics property. In accordance 
with such termination, the Licensed Premises shall be returned to use for trailway purposes and 
shall be restored to its original condition. In accordance with Paragraph 10.1, Solaronics, or the 
current owner of the Solaronics property is required to remove, within ninety (90) days from the 
date of this Notice, at its sole cost and expense, the fence and any other improvements made to 
the Licensed Premises, and remove any Hazardous Material that would cause the Licensed 
Premises to be deemed a “facility” under the environmental laws of the State of Michigan that 
were released onto the Licensed Premises at any time due to your use of the Licensed Premises: 
 

10. Expiration or Termination of. License 
10.1 Upon the expiration or termination of this License as provided in this Agreement, 
Licensee shall, at its sole cost and expense, within ninety (90) days thereafter, remove 
the fence and any other improvements made to the Licensed Premises, and shall remove 
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any Hazardous Materials (as defined by any applicable federal or state law) that would 
cause the Licensed Premises to be deemed a "facility" under the environmental laws of 
the State of Michigan that were released onto the Licensed Premises at any time due to 
Licensee's use of the Licensed Premises. 

 
On this basis, approval of the redevelopment plan for the Solaronics property shall not consider 
or use the Licensed Premises as part of the development project.  
 
A complete copy of the License Agreement is enclosed. 
 
Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns in regard to this matter. 

 
 

 
EKS 
Enclosure 
C: PCTC (w/Enclosure) 
 Mellissa Ford (w/Enclosure) 

Lisa Hamameh, Esquire (w/Enclosure) 
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MEMO 
To: Commissioners, Alternates and Staff 

From: Melissa Ford, Trail Manager 

Subject: November Manager’s Report 

Date: November 8, 2021 

Advisory Committee Reports 
Posts for the wayfinding signage were installed the week of November 7. Text panels are currently 
being printed. Road crossing signage materials have been ordered. 

Complaints/Vandalism 
I am unaware of any complaints or vandalism Trail this month. 

Medical Emergencies/Police/Fire Calls on the Trail 
I am unaware of any Medical Emergencies/Police/or Fire calls on the Trail 

Finances 
• All Member Community invoices for 2021 Operations and Patrol have been received.
• January and July license fee invoices to various utilities have been sent out with a letter letting

the licensees know that the Commission plans to review the agreements and fees in 2022. Two
invoices have been paid so far.

Follow Up 

• Railroad Recognition Spikes:  The mold and ‘Paint Creek Trail’ shields have been purchased
and were shipped on November 11th.

• Friends of the Paint Creek Trail: Reminder - the next Friends of the Paint Creek Trail
meeting is scheduled for Thursday, December 9th at 6:30 p.m. at the Cider Mill. It is a potluck
meeting. An email was sent to all Commissioners on November 8th with the registration link for
the meeting. Please register if you plan to attend.

• PCTC Bench Policy: A revised bench policy is included in your packet. Trail staff has reached
out to two members of the Nicholson family about the bench needing to be replaced in Oakland
Township and they have indicated that they wish to purchase a replacement bench.

• Split Rail Fence at Foley Pond: American Fence & Supply is currently on the trail working
on replacing the fence. As of November 8, all the old fencing had been removed.

Future Agenda Items 

♦ Trail safety and maintenance standards
♦ Oakland Township Historical Society Railroad Signal Booth
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♦ Recognition of Eagle Scouts for projects on the Trail 
♦ Creating digital archive of PCTC records 
♦ Review of Encroachment Policy 

 
Promotion of the Trail 
 

• Our Facebook page has 7,917 followers, an increase of 41 since last month.  
• Our Twitter account has 824 followers, an increase of 2 since last month. 
• Our Instagram Account has 1,571 followers, an increase of 47 since last month. 
• Our E-Newsletter has 352 subscribers.  
• I’ve posted information and photos on social media. 

 
Paint Creek Trail Website Analytics 

 
In the last 30 days, we had 1,326 visitors, with 3,167 page views. The top 10 visited pages: 
 
Top Pages           Last 30 days 
Home Page         1,066 
Trail Maps            780 
Parking           243 
Location                        89 
Mileage             86 
FAQ                     75 
Temporary Trail Closure           65 
Agendas, Minutes & Packets           41  
Master Plan            38 
Trail History            32  
 
 In October, we had 1,649 visitors, with 3,888 page views. The top 10 visited pages: 
 
Top Pages           Last 30 days 
Home Page         1,350 
Trail Maps         1,011 
Parking           263 
Mileage           109 
FAQ                     92 
Location                        84 
Agendas, Minutes & Packets           54  
Master Plan            45 
2021 Cruisin’ for the Trails          39  
Temporary Trail Closure          32 
 
 

2021 Temporary Permit Approvals 
 
Orion Township, Orion Veterans Memorial Run/Walk: Monday, May 31, 2021  
 
Leader Dogs for the Blind, Bark and Brew 5k: Saturday, June 5, 2021  
 
Frank Race Management, Run Michigan Cheap Half-Marathon, 10k, 5k: June 27, 2021 and July 11, 
2021 
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Rochester Community Schools Foundation, Hometown Hustle, 5k; September 19, 2021 
 
Brooksie Way, 5k, 10k, Half Marathon; September 26, 2021 
 
National Pancreas Foundation, 5k Walk: November 13, 2021 
    
 

Commission Ad-Hoc Committee Assignments 
Recognition Ad Hoc committee Gamage, Olijnyk 
Personnel Ad Hoc committee Becker, Olijnyk, Steele, Walker 
Rochester Hills Art/Pathway Project committee Becker, Mungioli, Shepard, Walker 
SE Rochester Property Ad Hoc committee Becker, Elwert, Gamage, Sage 
Labor Day Bridge Walk (Sept 6) Ad Hoc committee Buxar, Dalrymple, Elwert, Olijnyk, 

Walker 
Lake Orion Ad Hoc committee Becker, Narsh, Steele, Stout 
Trail Branding & Signage Ad Hoc committee Gamage, Ford, Olijnyk, Sage 
Trail Improvements & Resurfacing Ad Hoc committee Becker, Sage, Stout, Walker 
Licensing Ad-Hoc committee Buxar, Gamage, Stout, Walker 

 
 

2021 Goals 
        

Administrative Progress 2021 
Priority 

Continue coordinating assistance with 
Friends of the Paint Creek Trail 
(ongoing) 
 

The 2021 Cruisin’ for the Trails will be held as a virtual event 
from May 1-14, 2021. The event is now listed on the trail 
website and Facebook. Registration is open. Self-guided ride 
dates are now May 1 -31. Ticketing Link: 
https://tinyurl.com/2bba46rz. The event is being held all 
month long and tickets are still available for purchase. In total, 
thirty-five tickets were sold for the event. A $500 from the net 
proceeds of the event will be donated to the Friends 
organization. Motor City Brew Works, who previously 
coordinated Cruisin’ for the Trails, has gone out of business. 
The Friends group is currently in the discussion stage of 
planning a group bike ride for spring 2022 possibly in 
conjunction with National Trails Day. The next meeting is 
scheduled for Thursday, December 9th at 6:30 p.m. at the Cider 
Mill. It is a potluck meeting. Louis Carrio will provide an update 
from the planning committee at the October meeting. 

 
 
 

1 

Continue Trail etiquette education 
(ongoing) 

Ongoing. Signage has been on the trail and in the kiosks to raise 
awareness about freeze/thaw season etiquette. Staff will also 
periodically post about it on social media and a reminder on 
this topic was included in the spring Oakland Township 
newsletter. Trail etiquette information will be included as 
missions for National Trails Day scavenger hunt. Trail staff plan 
to hold its first trail safety pop-up event on the trail on 
Wednesday, June 19th near the path to Goodison. The first pop 
event was held on June 19th and focused on bike safety. We 
handed out bike bells and other bike safety supplies from 
SEMCOG to trail users who stopped at the table that day. Trail 
etiquette information included in Fall edition of OTPRC 
newsletter. 

2 
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New Brochure/Map Update Brochure will be updated this year using IBT Challenge grant 
funds. Staff is currently revising the brochure to include the 
new map and updated information. Staff put out a call on social 
media for trail user photos for brochure and have received quite 
a few responses. Trail staff is working on the first draft of the 
new brochure. Staff plans to have the draft available for 
Commission review at the August meeting. Updated trail 
brochure and printing quotes included in August meeting 
packet for approval. Commission selected printer and brochure 
printing is in process. We received hard copy for review on 
September 16th and will proceed with printing once corrections 
are made. Brochure is currently being printed. We anticipate 
that it should be ready in a week or so. Brochures have been 
received and placed in brochure boxes along the trail. 

2 

Continue coordination and 
participation with Oakland County 
Trail, Water & Land Alliance (TWLA) 

Trail manager Ford will attend the February virtual TWLA 
meeting. Trail manager attend the February virtual TWLA 
meeting and will provide an update during the March PCTC 
meeting on two Oakland County grant opportunities that were 
presented at the meeting. Trail manager Ford will attend the 
June virtual TWLA meeting. 

 
2 

Trail Closure education/public 
relations/Communications Plan 
campaign (Ongoing) 

Ongoing. Continue to utilize social media, website and other 
resources to provide information to trail users. Possible trail 
closures during invasive species treatments. Staff will notify 
public via social media, website, and signage in kiosks. 

 
2 

Adopt –A-Trail program The first cleanup will be held in April. A second cleanup will 
occur in October. Adopt-a-Trail groups will be asked to follow 
social distancing guidelines and to take all collected trash with 
them to dispose. Trail staff have confirmed all Adopt-a-Trail 
groups for 2021-2023. Spring cleanup is scheduled for the 
weekend of April 24-25. Spring cleanup was held the weekend 
of April 24-25. Fall cleanup will be held in October. A reminder 
will be sent to the Adopt-a-Trail groups this month. Fall clean-
up scheduled for the weekend of October 16-17. Fall clean-up 
was held the weekend of October 16-17. 

2 

Develop a volunteer program to recruit, 
train to help in the office special 
projects and special events 

TBD 2 

Make presentation at member 
community City Councils and Township 
Boards 

TBD  
2 

 
   

Master Plan Progress 2021 
Priority 

Southeast Rochester Property 
Development 

Southeast Rochester Property development is currently on hold. A 
funding proposal was submitted for this project to Rep. Elissa 
Slotkin’s office as part of the Community Project Funding 
program. Our proposal was not selected to be submitted to the 
Appropriations Committee. We will continue to seek funding for 
this project through other channels. Southeast Rochester property 
add to bike patroller inspection report. 

 
3 
 

Wayfinding signage in Rochester & 
Lake Orion/Trail identification and 

Additional gateway, kiosk and wayfinding signs will be financed by 
remaining RCWJF funds and IBT Challenge grant funds. The 
Branding Committee met in late January to discuss the second 

1 
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road crossing signage 
(Branding)/Gateway signage – Each 
community 
 

half of the wayfinding signage on the Trail. They continue to work 
on finalizing the locations for the wayfinding signage and plan to 
meet at least once more before bringing their recommendations 
before the Commission. Wayfinding committee is waiting on Sign 
Shop to create wayfinding sign mockups before finalizing the text. 
Branding Committee received the wayfinding signage mockups 
from Rochester Sign Shop and will be meeting in the next few 
weeks to discuss them and finalize designs and signage locations. 
The Branding Committee will provide an update at the meeting on 
the signage design project. Wayfinding signage mockups were 
placed on the Trail June 4-11 for Commissioner feedback on 
placement, text, and consistency. Branding Committee met and 
incorporate Commission feedback into the designs for the sign 
mockups. Rochester Sign Shop has been updated and will order 
materials. Materials ordered. Trail staff will contact member 
communities to request assistance with sign installation. 
Wayfinding signage will be ready in approximately 3 weeks. Road 
crossing signage designs sent to RCOC for approval. Signage 
installation quote included in your packet. Wayfinding signage 
text sent to Sign Shop. Waiting on proofs to review. Road crossing 
signage permit approved by the Road Commission. In talks with 
Sign Shop regarding who will pull the permit, insurance and 
construction bond. Road crossing signage invoice will be available 
at the meeting for your approval. Posts for wayfinding signage 
installed week of November 7. Text panels are currently 
being printed. Road crossing signage materials ordered. 

 
     

Planning & Development Goals Progress 2021 
Priority 

National Trails Day –June 5, 2021 TBD. The Commission needs to decide if it wishes to hold an in-
person or virtual event this year. NTD format will be discussed at 
March PCTC meeting. National Trails Day will be a week-long 
event this year utilizing the GooseChase scavenger hunt app. On 
June 5th, a PCT tent will be located on the property of Cookies & 
Cream in downtown Lake Orion. Staff is working to secure 
sponsors to offset the cost of the event. To date, one $250 sponsor 
has been secured. Staff has secured $550 in sponsorships for 
National Trails Day. The scavenger hunt will be available on the 
app from May 30 – June 5th. The in-person portion of the 
scavenger hunt will be from noon – 3 p.m. at Cookies & Cream in 
downtown Lake Orion. Trail staff and members of the Friends of 
the Paint Creek Trail will be handing out bike bells, selling PCT 
hats, providing trail etiquette information, and encouraging 
people to sign up to join the Friends group. Additionally, we are 
still in need of items for a gift basket for the winning team or 
individual. If you have any leads, please let staff know. A total of 
77 teams signed up to participate in the scavenger hunt and 44 of 
the teams were active. Trail staff received very positive feedback 
from participants. Approximately, forty-five people visited the 
PCT booth at Cookies & Cream on National Trails Day. 2022 
National Trails Day is on June 4, 2022. It will be held in 
conjunction with the Friends group’s event. 

2 

Labor Day Bridge Walk – September 
6, 2021 

TBD – Commission hopes to host an in-person event this year if 
public health conditions allow. A memo is included in your packet 
with information about this year’s event and budget. Plans are 

2 
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underway for this year’s LDBW. We are currently seeking 
sponsors and volunteers. The city of Rochester has waived the 
application, permit, and police fees for the event. Trail staff will 
begin advertising event and open online registration. Sponsorship 
and volunteer opportunities still available. Trail staff plans to 
contact past Commissioners, Adopt-a-Trail groups, and Boy Scout 
troops asking if they are interested in volunteering at the event. 
The event was well attended. Thank you to our sponsors and 
volunteers for all their help in holding a successful event after a 
two-year hiatus! 

Bridge 33.7 & Resurfacing Ribbon 
Cutting 

Ribbon cutting TBD. Press release still needs to be issued – need 
to follow up with DNR for quote. Commission needs to decide if it 
wants to hold the ribbon cutting in conjunction with this year’s 
LDBW. Ribbon cutting will be held at a later date this fall. Ribbon 
cutting will be held September 21st. Event budget is in your packet 
for approval. Invitations sent and press release issued. Held on 
September 21st at Paint Creek Cider Mill. 

1 

Garlic Mustard Workday TBD A garlic mustard workday will be held on May 25th on the 
PCT. The event is being coordinated by OTPRC & Six Rivers. 
Volunteers are still needed! A garlic mustard workday was held on 
the trail on May 25th.  

3 

Moutrie Pollinator Garden Bike rack and Free Little Library will be installed this spring. 
Garden ribbon cutting scheduled for some time during Pollinator 
week June 21-27. Ribbon cutting is tentatively scheduled for 
Friday, June 25. Bike rack and Free Little Library have been 
received and will be installed shortly by Rochester Hills. A ribbon 
cutting ceremony is scheduled for Monday, June 28th. 
Commissioners will receive a formal invitation to the event in the 
mail. The bike rack and little library have been installed at the 
garden. The ribbon cutting ceremony is scheduled for Monday, 
June 28th at 4pm. The ribbon cutting was held on June 28th and 
was well attended.  

 
1 

Paint Creek Junction Project expected to go out for bids in Fall/Winter 2020/2021 with 
construction occurring in Spring 2021. Project bids have been 
received. OTPRC will approve contractor at April meeting. Project 
scheduled to be completed by October 1. Trail manager Ford 
attended the pre-construction meeting for the project on May 5th. 
Construction start dates and project schedule will be determined 
in the next week or so. Clearing and staking has begun at the site. 
The project is scheduled to be completed by early October. 
Clearing of woody vegetation at the site is complete. Contractor 
has completed grading, installation of most culverts, the well 
installation, and are waiting to proof roll before doing any 
surfacing or paving. The front swale was graded and the 
north end of the drive. Rip Rap and filet fabric was 
placed at the over flow pond discharge. On sight boulders 
were placed on the edge of the pond and north end of 
drive. Seeding of the Grass boarder and straw blanket 
was placed all the way around the parking lots and 
approaches. Finished grading everything that is possible 
before the asphalt is done. Also got the grass seeding and 
straw mats finished. Picked up the edges of the parking 
lot. Remaining PGA project tasks include completing the 
aggregate and asphalt paving, installing native plant seed 
mixes, installing the restroom (projected delivery mid-

 
2 
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November) and surrounding concrete pad, and installing 
signs.  

Host Detroit Institute of Arts Inside I 
Out program on the Trail 

Trail has been accepted as a host for the 2021 program. We will 
have 4 reproductions on the Trail. Locations and artwork selected. 
The installation will be on the Trail from May through November. 
Due to a lumber shortage, the DIA is having trouble completing its 
frame order. Installation may be delayed until the first weeks in 
June. Five artworks have been installed along the trail and the 
Clarkston Rd. connector path. They will be on display until late 
October/early November. Artwork will be removed 
sometime in November.  

 

Apply for Pure Michigan Trail 
designation from the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources 

Application due date TBD (most likely September). No 
information has been released by the DNR this year about 
applying for this designation. 

 
1 

 
 

Policies Progress 2021 
Priority 

Native Plant Approval Policy No progress yet. Need expert assistance 3 

Conservation Stewardship Policy No progress yet. Need expert assistance 3 

Establish Memorial Tree Donation 
Program 

Will be added to future agenda for discussion. 2 

 
 

Maintenance and Inspection Progress 2021 
Priority 

Assure Restrooms are maintained 
(ongoing)  

Ongoing. We have received several complaints about the restroom 
at Clarkston/Kern. Orion Township has increased the contract 
with Turner Sanitation to two cleanings per week. 

1 

Continue vandalism prevention 
education (ongoing) 

Ongoing. Signage will be placed at Goldengate to discourage 
graffiti. Staff looking into ordering cameras as well. 
 

2 

Continue surface maintenance 
inspections and coordination of 
repairs (ongoing) 

Ongoing.  
2 

Address ADA compliance issues 
identified in 2020-2024 PCT 
Recreation Master Plan 

TBD  
2 

 
         

Trail Safety Progress 2021 
Priority 

City of Rochester – Bridge 31.7 
Replacement 

2016 bridge inspection report received by Trail staff. Next 
inspection tentatively scheduled for 2022. A funding proposal was 
submitted for this project to Rep. Elissa Slotkin’s office as part of 
the Community Project Funding program. Our proposal was not 
selected to be submitted to the Appropriations Committee. We will 
continue to seek funding for this project through other channels. 
Trail Manager Ford had a meeting with the city of 
Rochester and their engineering firm about this project 
and potential grant opportunities on November 10th. 

2 
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Road Crossing improvements – work 
with RCOC on Adams Rd. crossing 

Ongoing. Continue working with RCOC for improvements at our 
crossings. 

2 

Purchase defibrillator for bike 
patroller 

Defibrillator will be purchased in 2021 using IBT Challenge grant 
funds. Staff investigating which type of AED to purchase. All staff 
received training on how to use an AED as part of their CPR & First 
Aid certification in May. Defibrillator will be ordered this month if 
approved by the Commission. Defibrillator ordered. 

2 

 
          

Long Term Goals Progress 2021 
Priority 

Side parcel acquisition for parking 
and trail access 

Will continue looking for opportunities.   
3 

Acquisition of historic resources 
 

Will continue looking for opportunities. Opportunity to have 
historic railroad booth placed on the trail. Oakland Township 
Historical Society will make presentation at upcoming Commission 
meeting. 

 
3 

Installation of drinking fountain, 
where appropriate, in each 
community 

Back to the Beach Runners have donated $2,500 to the Friends of 
the Paint Creek Trail for a water fountain at Paint Creek Junction. 
Rochester Hills will replace the malfunctioning drinking fountain 
at Tienken this fall. 

 
2 

Integrate Village of Lake Orion 
extension more fully into Trail 
system 

Ongoing. A knotweed workday hosted by the Oakland County 
CISMA will be held in the Lake Orion section of the trail in August. 

 
1 

Connections to Bald Mountain State 
Park 

Funding received by DNR for engineering study. Proposed Paint 
Creek Bridge plans are in your packet for review. 

1 

Ensure focus on keeping the trail a 
“Natural Beauty Trail”. 

Ongoing  
1 

 
                             

Additional Goals Progress 2021 
Priority 

Manager Ford participate in 
Rochester Master Plan Committee 
 

Manager Ford attended the February 4th meeting of the Master 
Plan Steering Committee. Manager Ford attended the April 8 
meeting of the Master Plan Steering Committee. Community 
engagement session scheduled for June 9-10 and a TDB date in 
July. Manager Ford participated in the Downtown Connections 
subcommittee meeting in early June. 

 
2 
 

User survey of trail use 
 

Trail Manager Ford will reach out to MSU Department of 
Community Sustainability about the process/cost for a new user 
survey. 

1 
 

Technology Plan, website migration 
and improvements 

TBD 1 
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Paint Creek Trail Inspection Form                Inspected by: _______________________ Date____________________ 

                                                         

 
 
 
Southeast Rochester Parcel off Clinton River Trail: 
 

Bridge over Clinton River and surrounding area 
 
 
 
 
Comment:_________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________ 
 
31.2:  Rochester Municipal Park – Near Retro Fitness 
 
Map sign 
 
 
Comment: ___________________________________________________________ ____________________________________ 

 
31.3:   Rochester Municipal Park – Maintenance Service Entrance 

Little Free Library  
 

 
Bike Fixit Station in Rochester Municipal Park 

Screwdrivers Open Ended Wrenches 
Phillips Flat Blade 32-15 mm 10-8 mm 11-9 mm 

Allen 
Wrench 
Multi-tool 

2-Tire  
Levers 

Air Pump 

        

 
Comment: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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DRB
Typewriter
OK

DRB
Typewriter
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31.6:  Ludlow Crossing 

Gateway Sign Map Sign Two “Dillman Upton” 
Benches 

Information 
Kiosk 

Recycle Bin 

     

 
Comment: 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
31.7:  Bridge 
Comment:   ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Dinosaur Hill – Access Stairs – Approximately 31.7 (no sign) 
 
Comment_____ ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
31.8 Dinosaur Hill – Trail Access, east side of Trail 

“Jagosz” Bench 
 
 
 
 
Overlook/Creek Access with Stairs – Approx 31.9 (no sign) 
 East side of Trail. 

Stairs Plastic Bench 
  

 
 
Comment: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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32.1:  Tienken Crossing 

“Rutledge 
Walker” 
Bench, 

south side, 
west of trail 

Portable 
Restroom 

Parking Lot 
– west of 

trail 

Map Sign, 
north side, 

east of 
trail 

Brochure 
Box, north 

side, east of 
trail 

“Bob Peck” 
Bench, 

north side, 
east of trail 

Picnic Site & 
MNRTF 

Plaque, north 
side, west of 

trail 

Dog 
Waste 
Bag 

Dispenser 

Information 
Kiosk 

Recycle 
Bin 

Drinking 
Fountain 

          

 
Comment: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Bike Fixit Station 
Screwdrivers Open Ended Wrenches 

Phillips Flat Blade 32-15 mm 10-8 mm 11-9 mm 
Allen 
Wrench 
Multi-tool 

2-Tire  
Levers 

Air Pump 

        

 
 
32.3:  Bridge – King’s Cove 

“Kayla Pastor” 
bench, south 

of bridge 

“Martin Lassers” 
bench, north of 

bridge, east side 

Moutrie Pollinator 
Garden, north of 

bridge, east of trail 

Little Free 
Library 

@ Pollinator 
Garden 

Bike Rack @ 
Pollinator 
Garden 

“Miller” 
bench, 

Pollinator 
Garden 

“Moulton” 
bench, 

Pollinator 
Garden 

Obelisk, 
Pollinator 
Garden 

        

 
Comment: ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
33.1:  Bridge 

Stairway/Creek Access 
 
 
  
Comment: ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
33.3:  Bridge 

“Paul Ball” Bench, south of bridge, east side “Woman’s Farm & Garden” Bench, north of bridge, west side 
 
 

 

 
Comment: _______________________________________________________________________ _________________________ 
 87

DRB
Typewriter
OK

DRB
Typewriter
OK

DRB
Typewriter
OK

DRB
Typewriter
Stocked	

DRB
Typewriter
OK

DRB
Typewriter
OK

DRB
Typewriter
Stocked

DRB
Typewriter
OK

DRB
Typewriter
OK

DRB
Typewriter
Off

DRB
Typewriter
OK

DRB
Typewriter
OK

DRB
Typewriter
OK

DRB
Typewriter
OK

DRB
Typewriter
OK

DRB
Typewriter
OK

DRB
Typewriter
OK

DRB
Typewriter
OK

DRB
Typewriter
OK

DRB
Typewriter
OK

DRB
Typewriter
OK

DRB
Typewriter
OK

DRB
Typewriter
OK

DRB
Typewriter
OK

DRB
Typewriter
OK

DRB
Typewriter
OK

DRB
Typewriter
OK

DRB
Typewriter
OK

DRB
Typewriter
OK



33.3:  Dutton Crossing 

Brochure Box, south 
side, east of trail 

Trash receptacle, 
south side, east of trail 

Map Sign  Bollards North & 
South side  

Dutton Parking Lot Dog Waste Bag 
Dispenser 

 
 

     

 
Comment:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
33.4:  Bridge 
 
Comment: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
33.7:  Bridge  

“Damman” bench Audio Sign Solar Panel 
& Pole 

MNRTF  & 
RCWJF 
Plaques 

Trash & 
Recycle Bin 
Receptacles 

Stairs/Creek 
Access 

 
 

     

 
Comment: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
34:  Bridge 

“Lussier” Bench – 
south of bridge, 

west of trail 

“Brittingham” 
Bench – south of 

bridge, east of trail 

Stairs/creek Access “Tomboulian” Bench 
– north of bridge, 

west of trail  

Prairie Site – north of 
bridge, east of trail 

 

 
 

     

 
Comment: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
34.3:  Silver Bell crossing 

Parking Lot Brochure Box “Walker” Bench Map sign CV Trout 
Unlimited sign 

Dog Waste Bag 
Dispenser 

 
 

     

 
Comment: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 88
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34.4:  North of Silver Bell crossing 
“Thundering Gazelles” 

Bench 
 
 
 

 
 Creek Access – Approx. 34.7 (no sign) “T” shaped decking 

“McDivitt” and “Woman’s Farm & Garden” benches 
 
 
 
Comment: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
Flagstar Bank Site – Approx. 34.8 (no sign) 

Drinking 
Fountain 

Plastic bike 
bench 

MNRTF Plaque Little Free 
Library 

ADA Picnic 
Table 

Hex Table Cider Mill 
Connector Path 

 
 

      

 
Comment: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
34.9:  Gallagher Road Crossing 
“Blazevski” & 

wood benches 
south side, 
east of trail 

Bollards south 
side, west of 

trail 

Parking Lot – 
north side, 
west of trail 

Map Sign Brochure 
Box 

Information 
Kiosk  

Wood 
Bench, north 
side, east of 

trail 

Trash & 
Recycle Bin 
Receptacles 

Dog Waste 
Bag 

Dispenser 

 
 

        

 

Comment: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
34.9:  Paint Creek Cider Mill  

Bike Fixit Station 

Screwdrivers Open Ended Wrenches 
Phillips Flat Blade 32-15 mm 10-8 mm 11-9 mm 

Allen 
Wrench 
Multi-tool 

2-Tire  
Levers 

Air Pump 
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* The Blazeveski bench is OK.   The Nicholson bench needs to be repaired or replaced.  It is covered with caution tape now. 



 
Prairie Restoration Art Project – Approx. Mile Marker 35 (no sign) 
 

Comment:_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Gunn Road Crossing – Approx. 35.6 (no sign) 
Trash receptacle, south 

of Gunn, east of trail 
“Kreuzkamp” Bench – 
south of Gunn, east of 

trail 

Stairway to Gunn 
Road 

Bridle Trail to 
Gunn Road 

“Ciccarelli” Bench 
North of Gunn, east 

side 

Brochure Box at top 
of stairs 

 
 

     

 
Comment: ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
36:  Bridge 
 
Comment:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
ITC Transmission Lines – Overhead – Approx. 36.4 (no sign) 

 
Comment: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
36.5:  Mile Marker and Bench 
 

“Betty Lou Nelson” 
Bench 

 
 
 
 
37:  Mile Marker: ___________________________ ______________________________________________________________ 
 
37.1:  Adams Road Crossing 

Map sign, south 
of intersection 

DIA Art: 
“The Trappers 

Return” 

Trash receptacle, 
south of intersection 

 
 

Southeast 
entrance/bollards 

“Szymkiw” 
Bench 

 (approx. 37.0) 

“Fortier” Bench 
(approx. 37.3) 
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Comment: ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
37.6 and 37.7 – Archery Range 

Entrance – south and north of Archery 
 
 
 
Comment: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
38:  Private Driveway – 2500 Orion Road 

Bollards – northwest of driveway 
 
 
 
Comment: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
38.2:   

Stairs down to Creek “David A. Kanners” 
Bench 

 
 
 

 

 
 Comment: ________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
38.3: “Cattle Crossing” Bridge 
 
Comment:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
38.4:  Bridge 

“Cieszkowski “Bench – northwest side 
 
 
 

Comment: ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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38.5:  Clarkston/Kern crossing 

Map Sign, 
northeast side 

of trail 

Brochure 
Box & 

Recycle 
Bin 

Parking 
Lot next to 

Vault 
Toilet 

Information 
Kiosk & Dog 
Waste Bag 
Dispenser 

Trash 
receptacle  

Vault Toilet & Trash 
Receptacle, 

southwest of C/K 

DIA Art: 
“Boy with 

Plaid Scarf” 

Main Parking 
Lot 

 
 

       

 

Comment: ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Van Tassel Pedestrian Bridge and Polly Ann Connector Path 

Van Tassel Bridge DIA Art: 
“Lovers on a Balcony During Monsoon” 

Bike Fixit Station 

 
 

  

 
 
 
38.6:  Bridge 

Creek/Stair Access, southwest 
side of trail 

Trails to Bald Mountain Rec 
Area – southwest and 

northeast of trail 

DIA Art: 
“Summer” 

“Jones” Bench, north of 
bridge, east side 

  
 

  

 
Comment: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Foley Pond – Approx. 39.1 (no sign) 

Observation Deck Trash receptacle MNRTF Marker “Van Zoeren” 
Bench 

“Marty Peters” Bench “Harley & Mary 
Prudden” Bench 

 
 

     

 
Comment: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
39.4:  Bridge – Goldengate  

Stair Access to Road Built-in Benches  Underneath Bridge 
 
 

  

 

Comment: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Newton Street – Approx. 39.7 (no sign) 

Access - northeast of trail at end of Newton DIA Art: 
“Poultry Yard” 

  
 

 
Comment: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Converse Court – Approx. 39.8 (no sign) 
Access Gate Gateway Sign Retention Pond Area “Milliman” Bench 

    
 

 

Comment: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Atwater Section – Approximately 39.9 (no sign) 

Parking Lot, south of Atwater, 
west of trail 

Information Kiosk   Map Sign Recycle Bin Dog Waste 
Bag Dispenser 

Little Free 
Library 

      

 
Comment: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Trail Extension to Children’s Park 

Atwater Road 
Crossing 

Lake Orion 
Lumber Pathway   

Meeks Park 
Intersection 

Bridge from 
Meeks Park to 

Orion Art Center 

Northern 
Terminus at 
Art Center 

Bike Fixit 
Station @ Art 

Center 

Bike Racks 
@ Cookies & 

Cream 
       

 
Comment: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
 
 
Bike Fixit Station at Cookies & Cream: 

Bike Fixit Station 

Screwdrivers Open Ended Wrenches 
Phillips Flat Blade 32-15 mm 10-8 mm 11-9 mm 

Allen 
Wrench 
Multi-tool 

2-Tire  
Levers 

Air Pump 

        

 
 
 
 
 
 
Bike Fixit Station at Oat Soda Restaurant: 

 
Bike Fixit Station 

Screwdrivers Open Ended Wrenches 
Phillips Flat Blade 32-15 mm 10-8 mm 11-9 mm 

Allen 
Wrench 
Multi-tool 

2-Tire  
Levers 

Air Pump 
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Trail Surface Comments and Areas of Concern: 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Signed______________________________________________Date___________________________  
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Dan Butterworth

DRB
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10-29-21

DRB
Typewriter
There is poor drainage on the trail in the area from the map sign in Rochester Municipal Park to the entrance of the new restrooms.   

DRB
Typewriter
When there is heavy rain this area floods and becomes muddy and takes a long time to dry out.  
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