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To:
Subject:
Date:

Bonnie Abiko
manager@paintcreektrail.org
Re: Right-of-way signage
Thursday, April 15, 2021 3:37:33 PM

Hi Melissa:
After reading the extensive minutes so much dealing with bikes on the trail, I’d like to add
my experience to the file in writing and add another comment about the right-of-way signs.
Last last August, walking alone close to the rightt edge of the trail going north between
Tienken and Dutton near the 3.0 mi. marker - I think - I was knocked flat face first to the
ground from behind by a group of 6 bikers who were talking and not looking where they were
going. My glasses flew into the edge of grasses, my water bottle some distance. Fortunately,
the young men were kind, caring, apologetic and helpful. Once I determined that I was in tact
with nothing broken, I pointed to my glasses, which the young men retrieved, cleaned and put
back on my face; they retrieved my water bottle and filled it with some of their water, and
helped clean the wounds putting a small bandage on my knee, which we knew would do no
good. However, once I could sit up, I looked at them in the eye and said: “At every cross road
there is a right-of-way sign that clearly states that pedestrian has the right of way on the trail
and bikers must yield to pedestrians. If I had been seriously injured, you would have been
responsible and I could have sued you. Fortunately, all is well.” They made sure I could walk,
and though i was shaken, was able to walk the 1 ½ miles back to Kings Cove, though selfconscious about the blood streaming down arm and leg.
I am adding my experience for the record because I want to encourage and advocate for
clear, readable right-of-way signs to be placed not only in the kiosks at every crossroad,
but interspersed on both sides of the trail in between the crossroads — enlarged signs
with the right-of-way triangle and staked into the ground as has been done with the
“congested” and “single file” signs. This should not be difficult because you have the
green ones that were removed from the kiosks and can use the same design. These are
clear, arresting in image and visible to even a speeding biker on the trail (who will
probably not stop to read all the literature in the kiosks). The green signs are strong
than the one on white background at Gallagher relating simply to etiquette. We need
more than just etiquette.
This is obviously a matter of great concern as we approach the summer season and
the use of the trail will increase exponentially during the good weather. We want
everyone to enjoy the experience and I suggest that this is one way to help.
That you for your attention.
Bonnie F. Abiko
1327 Wagon Wheel Lane
Rochester

MEMORANDUM
Date:
March 4, 2021
To:
Blaine Wing, City Manager
From:
Marcy Moriwaki, Assistant Finance Director
Subject: Memorial Grove All-Abilities Park (formerly Tot Lot Project) Grant Public Hearing
Anticipated Budget Impact: $75,000 - $250,000
Issue:
As part of our multi-year grant application process, we are at the public hearing requirement.

Analysis:
- In 2018, it was identified that the playsets for the Tot Lot by the Community House, would
be past a point repair and replacement of the existing structure. Initial research for total
replacement quotation came in around $300,000.
-

In 2019, the City retained Linda Davis-Kirksey, an expert in this specific grant area, to start
the application process into grant funding options. Identified was the Michigan Department
of Natural Resources Trust Fund (MDNRTF) as the best option. It has up to $300,000 for
the grant, with a 25% local match ($75,000).

-

In late 2020, we were notified that we did not receive the grant award. Noted factors where
we could have earned more points included ease of access to the facility, walkability, and close
ADA parking access.

-

Early in 2021, we reassessed our project scope. We evaluated options that could allow us to
score higher points in grant funding evaluations.
1)
We investigated Ludlow on-street ADA parking. This option was determined to be
non-compliant with the project needs.
2)
We contemplated adding a new parking lot within the park. A location was identified
that would support both ADA compliant- and standard-parking. This option was
rejected due to the loss of both green space and trees.
3)
A third option was proposed in the park, much smaller in scale, adjacent to the existing
Tot Lot playground with a limited number of spaces solely dedicated for handicapped
parking. This option was rejected as driving into the park and crossing walking paths
presents safety concerns.
4)
The next iteration to this project involves moving the proposed site. Two options
were identified. Both are preferable to the original Ludlow Tot Lot site as they are out
of the floodplain, more parking options are available, and public restrooms are
conveniently nearby.
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Option 2

Option 1

a.

b.

Option 1 is a location between the existing GBB building and bathroom. This location has
been ruled out due to its proximity to the GBB and park vehicular traffic. Additionally, the
configuration of the playscape would not permit visibility due to the bathroom location.
Final concern, this placement is very close to the steep embankment down to the water.
Option 2 is the preferred location. The proposed site is within Memorial Grove Park, near
Halbach Park. It affords easy access to both the trail, Rochester Municipal Park, restrooms,
and proposed dedicated, ADA accessible parking. Utilizing this area, will allow us to
connect activities for park goers (ball games, all-assessable playscapes, & open spaces),
ultimately making the site a more well-rounded, recreational complex. We have informally
titled this location, the Memorial Grove All-Abilities Park, or “The GAP”.

Next steps:
- The deadline for submittal of grant request is 4/1/2021. The submittal requires that a
Public Hearing be held. Staff recognizes that this updated proposal should be presented to
both the Facilities and Grant Committees prior to that public hearing. In the event, that
either Committee does not approve moving forward with this project, we will cancel the
public hearing.
-

The grant review committee will review our revised submission and will do a site visit later
this summer. We expect to hear in October where we stand on the ranking of our grant
applications.

-

Should we make the cut, we will receive an award package notification which then would go
to Council to accept or deny the award.

-

We will continue to explore additional grant opportunities.

Requested Action: Public hearing for March 22, 2021
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The City is developing the scope of the Memorial Grove All Abilities Park Plan (“The Grove”). This park will be
specifically designed to bring together children, families, and loved ones of all ages and ability levels to enjoy the many
benefits of outdoor play and recreation. Incorporating universally accessible design elements afford the City of
Rochester the opportunity to give all community
members the ability to recreate equally.
To have ultimate accessibility and navigability to the
Memorial Grove Playground; a new universally designed
and accessible parking lot is also being proposed. The
addition and location of the proposed parking lot is
adjacent to the Memorial Grove Playground and is
specifically designed to provide accessibility to the
playground and accessibility to the Trail and to
Rochester Municipal Park. For those suffering with
physical challenges, this new parking lot will provide
access to the Paint Creek Trail which connects to the
Polly Ann Trail and to the state-spanning Iron Belle Trail, which will ultimately run from Belle Isle State Park in Detroit to
Ironwood in the Upper Peninsula when completed.
Please submit your letter of support to
totlot@rochestermi.org on or before 3/22/2021.
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