2018
Paint Creek Trail
News
Message from Trail Manager Kristen Myers…….
Welcome to our first Paint Creek Trail Newsletter! We have a lot going on this year, and we wanted to reach
out to our Friends and Neighbors and give some important updates. The trail will be affected by several
construction projects this year, so you may have a lot of questions and concerns. You will find all the topics
we will cover in our Table of Contents listed below. In addition, we’d like to invite you to follow us on social media,
and direct you to our website that is full of information that will also help you keep track of our projects and events.
Lastly, on behalf of the Paint Creek Trailways Commission, I’d like to thank you for being our biggest supporters,
advocates, and friends of the Paint Creek Trail. We appreciate your continued support and love for the Paint Creek
Trail!

2018 Paint Creek Trail Construction and Closures
Paint Creek Trail is scheduled for two major construction projects in 2018. Bridge 33.7, which is located on
the trail between Dutton and Silver Bell Roads in Oakland Township, is scheduled to be replaced. The
Paint Creek Trail will be completely closed to thru traffic for 60-90 days. Unfortunately,
there is no detour. You will be able to use the trail from Rochester Municipal Park to Dutton
Road, or Silver Bell Road to Children’s Park in Lake Orion. At this time, bridge construction is tentatively
planned to start the week of June 4, 2018. In addition, the entire Paint Creek Trail is scheduled to be
re-surfaced with crushed limestone, with rolling closures, starting in late summer. For more information
on the projects, read our “Bridge Construction Information” and “Trail Resurfacing Information” articles on
page 2.
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Bridge Construction Information
A structural inspection of our 96-year old timber railroad Bridge 33.7,
that is 61' long, documented the bridge's deterioration and recommended replacement. The renovation will greatly improve
accessibility for both trail users as well as emergency and maintenance vehicles, increasing the clear width to 14' and ensuring the ability to support a 10-ton emergency vehicle.
The replacement bridge will be a 75’ single span weathered steel
bridge with an additional corrosion allowance added. This $750,000
project, funded by a $300,0000 Michigan Natural Resources Trust
Fund Grant, a $300,000 Federal Transportation Alternatives
Program grant, and a $150,000 cash match from Oakland Township
Parks and Recreation, is scheduled to start in late Spring or early
Summer 2018. Unfortunately, the trail will be closed to thru traffic
between Dutton and Silver Bell for 60-90 working days, and
there is no detour.
This bridge requires almost no maintenance during its 75 year
lifespan. Once materials are delivered to site the speed of construction
is relatively quick, and the new design will eliminate log jams that
currently occur. The bridge will be delivered in two parts, but there is
a lot of foundation work and preparation needed in the creek area.
Restoration work will also be required of the trail surface and abutment areas. Work will be done during daytime hours only, and we
have taken great care to keep disruptions and inconvenience to our
neighbors to a minimum. The contractors will be entering the trail
from the south side of Silver Bell, and if unable to exit from Silver
Bell, will exit from Dutton. We have designated staging areas for
construction crews at Silver Bell and Dutton.

Bridge 33.7, between Dutton and Silver Bell

Example of new Bridge 33.7 style

Trail Resurfacing Information & Schedule

2004 Resurfacing Project

Area north of Tienken for new
passive, educational side path

The Paint Creek Trail was originally scheduled to be resurfaced in
2019. In order to limit trail disruptions, we have moved up the project
to 2018 in coordination with our Bridge 33.7 Replacement project.
The resurfacing will be put out to bid shortly after the Bridge project,
and will include a coordinating clause. Our hope is that the rest of the
trail can be resurfaced while the bridge construction is being
completed. After bridge replacement, the section between Dutton and
Silver Bell will be resurfaced. At this time, the trail will be resurfaced
with crushed limestone, but we will also be looking at the option of
crushed asphalt, which is currently used on many trails, including
parts of the Clinton River Trail.
As part of the project, we will be developing new surface in one of our
undeveloped parcels in southeast Rochester near Bloomer Park and
the Clinton River Trail. We will also be developing new pathway north
of Tienken near Kings Cove in Rochester Hills that will be the
foundation for a future passive, educational side trail. The Tienken
side path will be 5’ wide, surfaced with crushed limestone, and
eventually will be open for pedestrian and wheelchair use only, to limit
the impact of bicycles in sensitive areas. We will have public input
sessions in the future before we finalize plans for amenities. We will
post resurfacing updates on our website, social media, and in our new
E-Newsletter. Expect “rolling closures” when the resurfacing starts.
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Trail Development Projects
Trail Extension into Village of Lake Orion

Iron Belle Trail Grant Project

We are happy to announce that the Village of Lake
Orion has built a Paint Creek Trail extension from
Atwater Street to Children’s Park! With the help
from an easement at Lake Orion Lumber company,
and a federal TAP grant, the new extension is
complete. Improvements have also been made at a
crossing on Atwater Street. In addition, new public
restrooms are being built at Orion Township Fire
Station #1 next to Children’s Park, as part of the
new Iron Belle Trailhead. You can now easily access
the business district, including many new
restaurants and stores!

Did you know the Paint Creek Trail is now part of the
statewide Iron Belle Trail network that connects Belle
Isle to Ironwood? As part of this initiative, the
Trailways Commission applied for and received a
$25,000 Iron Belle Trail grant for new Paint Creek
Trail signage! The grant will fund (5) Gateway signs,
(2) Iron Belle Trailhead stations, (36) road crossing/
safety signs, (11) map signs, and (11) wayfinding signs
for the Iron Belle Trail, local points of interest, and
amenities! Design work will begin in 2018, and the
project will be completed in 2019. Our thanks to the
Michigan DNR for funding this great project! This
logo will be added to our signage to help promote the
PCT as an important segment on this statewide trail!

This extension adds
over 120 more
parking spaces that
trail users can access.
Our thanks to Lake
Orion Lumber, the
Lake Orion DDA, MDOT, and Orion Township for
this wonderful extension!

Cider Mill Gateway Project

Paint Creek Junction Parking Lot & Amenities

Have you used the new Cider Mill Connector yet?
Thanks to the Oakland Township Safety Path &
Trails Committee, you can now safely access the
Paint Creek Cider Mill from the Paint Creek Trail via
a new safety path next to Flagstar Bank!

Our friends and partners at Oakland Township Parks
and Recreation are applying
for a Michigan Natural
Resources Trust Fund
(MNRTF) grant to develop a
new parking lot for the Paint
Creek Trail! Called Paint
Creek Junction, it will be
located off Orion Road,
south of Clarkston Road. If funded, 35 parking
spaces, 2 horse trailer parking spaces, a vault restroom, hand pump for potable water, and an access
trail will be built!

With the pathway complete, the Trailways
Commission and
our Friends of the
Paint Creek Trail
group are
working on a Cider
Mill Gateway
Project near the
Artist rendering of Native Plant garden path. Native
with Bridge 33.7 remnants
plant garden,
new path development near the creek, educational
displays, seating, and points of interest are being
planned. We will attempt to salvage parts of Bridge
33.7 to include in the design. Expect some
foundation work to be done in Fall 2018, with
development to start in Spring 2019, if funding is
secured. We think you will enjoy this enhancement
to the trail!

We are very excited
about this project, as
parking in this area
is scarce. We will
find out in
December 2018 if
their application is Vault Restroom being proposed for
funded, and will let
Paint Creek Junction
you know via social
media, our website, and our E-Newsletter.
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Mark your Calendars!

National Trails Day—Saturday, June 2, 2018
9:00am –12:00pm—Children’s Park in Lake Orion
Mark your calendars for our annual National Trails Day celebration! National Trails Day is the only nationally coordinated event with the goal of connecting more people to trails. This year we will be celebrating in our northern section
of trail and at Children’s Park in Lake Orion. Join us for the following events!


Ribbon Cutting and Trail Supporter Recognition Ceremony officially opening the Lake Orion
Trail Extension and new Iron Belle Trailhead at Children’s Park in Lake Orion!



Free family friendly craft provided by Dinosaur Hill Nature Preserve—Make your Own Hiking Stick!



Free Family friendly walk/bike ride on the trail from Children’s Park in Lake Orion to Clarkston/Kern Roads!



Free Paint Creek Trail swag, and drawings for Downtown Lake Orion Gift Cards and Paint Creek Trail Merchandise!



Free Ice cream!



Visit with the Oakland County Sheriff Office Mounted Patrol deputies and horses!
Sponsored by Friends of the Paint Creek Trail, Paint Creek Trailways Commission, Lake Orion DDA, and 20 Front
Street in Lake Orion.
For more information, visit: http://paintcreektrail.org/wordpress/2018-national-trails-day

13th Annual Labor Day Bridge Walk and Run
Monday, September 3, 2018
9:00am –12:00pm—Rochester Municipal Park
Join us for our 13th Annual Labor Day Virtual Bridge Walk and Run! Starting at the Rochester Municipal Park Kiwanis Pavilion, participants can choose either a 2 mile walk to Tienken and back, or 4 mile run to Dutton and back on the
Paint Creek Trail. Onsite registration starts at 8:00 am, and the event starts at 9:00 am. This is a free community
event, with a suggested donation of $5.00 per family . Online registration will open August 15th at
http://paintcreektrail.org/wordpress/events/labor-day-bridge-walk.
Join us for giveaways, fun, face painting, and donuts! We are currently seeking
volunteers and sponsors for our event. If you are interested, please contact Assistant Trail Manager Chris Gray at cgray@paintcreektrail.org
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Trail Property Line Information
Welcome to our many new neighbors along the trail! For our
new residents, or for those not aware, the Paint Creek Trailways
Commission owns an average of 100’ wide of property along the
entire Paint Creek Trail. In some places, it drops to 50’. In others, it expands to 160’! Many people mistakenly think our property ends at the developed trail surface, or that we hold an
easement.
Due to a Michigan Court of Appeals case in 2009, we had to
initiate legal action against 56 property owners along the trail,
to protect our property, and work with property owners to
correct encroachments and acknowledge our property lines.
Those cases were all resolved amicably, and many property
owners were given permits to keep their access. Over the last
few years, with new residents moving in, we’ve had the not-sopleasant task of contacting property owners about structures
and pathways that are encroaching on Paint Creek Trail
property. We truly appreciate and respect all of our neighbors,
so we are reaching out to everyone and offer to answer any
questions you may have about property lines or access to the
trail from your property. The photo to the left is an excerpt
from our property line maps, showing our Right-of-Way at 100’
wide, and 160’ wide. Notice that the developed trail surface is
not always in the middle of our property. If you have questions
or would like us to make a property line map for you, please
email Trail Manager Kristen Myers at manager@paintcreektrail.org and provide your address and/or parcel number
(if available). Thank you for understanding our need to keep the Paint Creek Trail protected and open for public use!

Trail Courtesy – It’s easy to Achieve!


Cyclists – Pass with care: Stay to the right, pass on the left. “Do the right thing – pass with a ring!” Please
announce with a verbal “on your left”, or ring a bike bell. All trail users will appreciate it!



Pedestrians and Cyclists – avoid spreading out: Yes, it’s fun to walk, ride, or run the trail in a group. But
please don’t block the width of the trail. Stay to the right, and watch your surroundings – a cyclist may be trying
to pass you on the left (with an announcement, or bell of course!). Cyclists and pedestrians must both yield to
horses on the trail.



Mind your Dog: Dogs are allowed on the Paint Creek Trail, but must be kept under control and/or leashed at all
times. We love to let our dogs run too – but we don’t want them getting run over by a bicycle (and getting hurt!),
or causing a collision. Dog waste must be picked up. If you forget your bags, we have Dog Waste Bag dispensers
conveniently located along the trail. Please help keep the trail clean!



Mind your Horse: Horses are allowed north of Dutton Road. Horse manure must be picked up, or at least removed from the trail surface. No one want to ride or walk through it.



Educate your Children: We love seeing children enjoying the trail! Please start trail etiquette education early
– stay to the right, pass on the left, and if on bike, announce when passing. We want everyone to have a safe, enjoyable visit!



Be smart with Headphones: Headphones are allowed on the trail, but you must be careful. Being aware of
your surroundings is very important. Cyclists want you to hear them when they announce their presence. Many
pedestrian/cyclist collisions can be avoided if you maintain an “ear” while on the trail or can hear ambient noise.
THANK YOU FOR BEING COURTEOUS USERS AND AMBASSADORS FOR THE PAINT CREEK
TRAIL!
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Nature and Fun along the Paint Creek Trail!

Photo by Cindy Junker

Photo by Dawn Thompson

Photo by Regina Denhard

Photo by Bonnie Abiko

Photo by Libby Dwyer

Photo by Tracy
Petipren

Native Wild Blue Lupine along the trail
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E-Newsletter Sign Up
Are you interested in receiving occasional updates about the Paint Creek Trail? Consider signing up for our ENewsletter! We will send you up to day construction, event, development project, and other important updates!
We will not share your information with any third party, and you can opt-out or unsubscribe at any time. If you’d
like to sign up, visit www.paintcreektrail.org, or use the link or QR Code below:
Paint Creek Trail Mail Chimp Newsletter Signup: http://eepurl.com/dpHqib or scan the following QR code with
your smartphone:

Friends of the Paint Creek Trail
Are you interested in getting more involved with the Paint Creek Trail? Consider joining our Friends of the Paint
Creek Trail group! Our Friends group is a 501(c)(3) whose mission is to support the use, maintenance, and
improvement of the Paint Creek Trail. The Friends group meets quarterly at the Paint Creek Cider Mill. They
plan and provide volunteer services for trail fundraisers and events throughout the year. Some events include the
annual Motor City Brew Tours’ Cruisin’ for the Trails Cycling event each May, National Trails Day events,
Stewardship workdays such as Garlic Mustard Pulls, and have been actively involved in our annual free Labor
Day Bridge Walk and Run. If you are interested in becoming a member, there is no charge! You can visit
www.paintcreektrailfriends.org for more information, or contact the Friends group President, Louis Carrio, at
louiscarrio@hotmail.com.

Staff

Paint Creek Trailways Commission
The Paint Creek Trailways Commission owns and manages the
Paint Creek Trail. It is an intergovernmental agency formed under the Urban
Cooperation Act of 1967. Paint Creek Trailways Commissioners are appointed by our local City Councils and Board of Trustees, depending on the
municipality.
The Trailways Commission meets on the third Tuesday of each month at
7:00pm. To review past, current, and future agendas, meeting packets, and
meeting minutes, you can access them online at:

http://paintcreektrail.org/wordpress/agendas-minutes-packets
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Kristen Myers, Trail Manager
manager@paintcreektrail.org
Chris Gray, Assistant Trail Manager
cgray@paintcreektrail.org
Sandi DiSipio, Recording Secretary

Paint Creek Trailways Commission
4393 Collins Road
Rochester, MI 48306
www.paintcreektrail.org

Paint Creek Trail Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/paintcreektrail/
Paint Creek Trail Twitter Page: https://twitter.com/paintcreektrail
Paint Creek Trail Instagram Page: https://www.instagram.com/paintcreektrail/
Paint Creek Trail Website: http://paintcreektrail.org
Email: manager@paintcreektrail.org
Phone: 248-651-9260

The Paint Creek Trail Office is located at the Paint Creek Cider Mill, 4480 Orion Road, 2nd Floor,
Rochester, MI 48306. Our mailing address is 4393 Collins Road, Rochester, MI 48306
Office hours can vary, but are generally Monday through Wednesday, 8:00am-4:00pm, Thursday
10:30am—2:30pm. Office is closed on Fridays. Please call ahead if you plan to visit to make sure
we will be there to assist you!

